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Right Honourable the Counteſs of Sunderland. 


MADAM, 


= 


HEN TI had the honour to publiſh the firſt part of theſe Tales 
. under the patronage of the Counteſs of Godolphin, I then 
hoped I might preſume to grace the ſucceeding volume with your la- 
dyſhip's name. If perſons of uncommon merit, and high birth, did 
not condeſcend to indulge the ambition of men of letters upon theſe 
occaſions, the generality of mankind might look upon learning as a 
very unfaſhionable accompliſhment, 9255 | 


That affability and ſweetneſs of temper, added to thoſe perſonal 


charms ſo conſpicuous in the Counteſs of Sunderland, will ſerve to 


convince every one, that the perfections and beauties of the fair-ſex, 
which render poems and writings of this kind ſo entertaining, are not 
the reſult of fiction, but real images of nature, copied from the moſt 

compleat originals. To theſe more ſhining ornaments you join the 
domeſtick virtues of life, and ſhew the world that economy, and the 
good government of a family, are not talents inconſiſtent with the cha- 
racter of a fine lady. 


While you adorn one part of life, the Earl of Sunderland renders 
himſelf eminent in the other. The great abilities and integrity he 
has given proofs of in the adminiſtration of publick affairs, will al- 
ways be remembered to his honour, by ſuch as have a juſt regard to 
the welfare of their country: ſo that, could your delicacy ſuffer praiſes 
but I check my thoughts, and only beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, with 
the utmoſt deference and reſpec, 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's 
[Moſt hamble and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


AMBROSE PHILIPS. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


AVING in the firſt volume ſaid what is ſufficient to give the 
J reader a true notion of this work; I think it proper, in the next 
lace,. to acquaint him with what the French publiſher ſays of this per- 
rmance. X ; | 


Me are indebted,” ſays he, © to the famous Dervis Mocles for theſe 
Tales. The Perfians rank him in the number of their great men: he 
© was the principal or chief of the Sofis of Iſpahan; and he had twelve 
« diſciples, who wore long white woollen robes. The grandees and the 
people had a more than ordinary veneration for him, becauſe he was 
* deſcended from Mahomet; and they feared him becauſe he paſſed for a 
ge cabaliſt. The King Schah-S6liman had ſo great a reſpect 
for him, that if he happened to meet him any where abroad, he would 
* alight from his horſe to go and kiſs his ſtirrup. 


* :Mocles, when he was very young, - undertook to tranflate ſome In- 
© gian comedies into Perſian; which have ſince been tranſlated into all 
© the Oriental languages. There is at preſent a copy of a Turkiſh ver- 
© fon of them to be ſeen in the king's library, under the title of Al- 
* farage Badal-Schidda; which ſignifies, Joy after Affliction. But the 
© Perhan tranſlator, to give his work the air of an original, threw theſe 
* comedies into tales, whichthe called, Hezaryex-Rovz; that is, A 
© ThovsanD and One Days. He entruſted the Sieur Petis (the 
© French tranſlator) with his manuſcript, and gave him leave to copy it, 
0 = wy g entered into a ſtrict friendſhip with him at Iſpahan, in the year 
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Aa, RINCECalafreturned to 
95 the horde with the hawk : 
P the people gathered about 

4 him as he went along; they 
* ſhouted, and ſaid, © See 
; © here! the Can's hawk 

* which was loſt is found! Bleſſings 
© upon the man who brings gladneſs to 
our prince, by preſenting him with 
s his Saris bird!* When Calaf was 
now come up to the royal pavilion, 


and appeared with the hawk upon his _ 


wriſt, the Can was tranſported to ſee 
his bird, and ran to give it welcome; 
then, addreſſing himſelf to the Prince 
of the Nogais, he enquired of him where 
he had found his hawk. Calaf related 
to him every particular as it fell out; 
after which, the Can ſaid to kim, © You 
© ſeem a ſtranger to me: from what 
country, and of what profeſſion, are 
© you?'— Sir, anſwers the ſon of Ti- 
murtaſch, caſting himſelf down at his 
feet, © I am the fon of a merchant of 
Bulgary, who was very rich: I under- 
took a journey with my father and 
mgther into the land of Jaick; we 
were ſet upon by robbers, who have 
ſpargd nothing but our lives; and we 
have begged our bread on the way to 
this horde.” = 
© Young 1. the Dan, I 
e 


a a W a «a +* 


am glad it has hen your good for- 
tune to find my hawk; for I have 
ſworn to grant the perſon who ſhould 
bring him back to me the three age 


he mall aſk; therefore, you need only 


„ «a = B 


© to ſpeak; let me know what you de- 


„ ſire I ſhould do for you, and be aſ- 
© ſured of having your wiſhes accom- 
© pliſhed.*'—< Since I am permitted, 
ſays Calaf, © to demand three things, 
I wiſh, in the firſt place, that my fa- 
© ther and mother, who are in the hoſ- 
© pital, had a tent allotted to them- 
ſelves within the verge of your ma- 
jeſty's court, and that they may be 
maintained at your expence the reſt 
of their days, and be ſerved by ſome 
of the officers of your houſhold: in 
the next place, I defire one of the beſt 
horſes in your ſtables, ready ſaddled 
and bridled; and, laſtly, a princely 
habit, all compleat, with a rich ſabre, 
and a purſe 4 gold, to enable me to 
undertake, with convenience, a jour- 
ney I have caſt in my thoughts. 
« Thy defires ſhall be anſwered,” ſays 
Alinguer: bring hither thy father 
© and thy mother; I will this very day 
© begin to entertain them as you have 
© required; and to-morrow you ſhall 
© have a princely habit compleat, with 
© the fineſt horſe in my ſtables, to go 
© wherever you pleaſe,” 

Calaf proſtrated himſelfa ſecond time 
before the Can; then, making his ac- 
knowledgments for the honour and 
great favours conferred upon him, he 
returned to the tent, where Elmaze and 
Timurtaſch expected his coming with 
impatience. * I bring you good tid- 
« ings," ſaid he to them; our fortunes 
© arealready changed.” Then he related 
all that had befallen him. This ad. 
venture pleaſed them highly; and they 
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looked upon it as a certain pledge of 
future happineſs :- they followed Calaf 
with chearfulneſs, who conducted them 
to the royal pavilion, and preſented 
them to the Can. This prince receiv- 
ed them graciouſly, and aſſured them 
that he would, in every reſpet, make 
good the promiſe he had given their 
ſon. Accordingly, he immediately ap- 
pointed them a tent in particular to 
themſelves; he cauſed them to be ſerv- 


ed by the ſlaves and officers of his houſe- 


hold, and ordered they ſhould be treat- 
ed in all things like himſelf, | 
On the morrow, Calaf was cloathed 
in a magnificent habit: he likewiſe re- 
_ ceived from the hands of Prince Alin- 
uer a ſabre, the handle of which was 
Rudded with diamonds, and a purſe 
filled with ſequins of gold; after which 
he preſented him with one of the fineſt 
horſes that ever eyes beheld. Calaf, to 
Mew his {kill in riding, mounted, and 
made him perform his caracols with fo 
much eaſe and addreſs, as charmed the 
prince and his courtiers. 
When he had renewed his acknow- 
ledgments to the Can for all his good- 
neſs and generoſity, he took his leave 
"of him: this done, he returned to Ti- 
murtaſch and the Princeſs Elmaze. I 
© have,” ſaid he to them, an earneſt 
''* defire to fee the great kingdom of 
China; let me have your permiſſion 
to gratify it; my heart preſages that 
I ſhall ſignalize myſelf by ſome glo- 
rious action, and that I ſhall gain the 
friendſhip of that monarch, who rules 
over realms of ſuch vaſt extent: ſuf- 
fer me to leave you here in ſafety, 
where you will want for nothing, 
while'I follow the ſtrong bent of my 
inclinations, or rather, give myſelf up 
to the guidance of Heaven, which is 
my conductor. Go, my ſon,” ſays 
Timurtaſch to him; © cheriſh the noble 
ardour that animates thy hopes; 
haſten to the fortunes that attend thee; 
bring back to us with ſpeed by thy 
virtue the proſperity which 1s ordain- 
ed to ſucceed to our ſufferings; or, 
by a glorious death, acquire a juſt 
and laſting renown in hiſtory amongſt 
the ſhining inſtances of unfortunate 
princes. Go on, my ſon; depart: 
we ſhall continue in this tribe till we 
hear farther from you, and we ſhall 
take the meaſures of our fortunes 
from thoſe of yours.” 


The young prince of the Nogais em- 
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braced his father and his mother, and 
took his way towards China. The 
hiſtorians make no mention of any ad- 
ventures that might happen to him in 
his journey: they only inform us, that 
when he arrived at the great city of Can. 
baleck, otherwiſe Pequin, he alighted 
near a houſe in the ſuburbs, which was 
the dwelling of a little old widow wo- 
man. . up to the door; upon 


which the old woman appeared: he ſa- 


luted her, and ſaid, My good mother, 
* can you find in your heart to receive a 
* ſtranger into your houſe? If you can 
* furniſh me with a lodging in your 


'* houſe, I may venture to afſure you 


© that you ſhall have no reaſon to be 
* ſorry for it. She examined the young 
mom with her eyes; and judging, by 

is goodly mien, as well as by his dreſs, 
that he was no common gueſt, ſhe made 
a profound inclination of her head, and 


_ replied—* Young ſtranger, of noble ap- 


* pearance; my houſe, and every thin 
rad Doe 3 5 
© within it, is at your ſervice.*——*An 

© haye you,” rejoins he, a place con- 


© vemient for my horſe?'— Ves, ſaid 


ſhe,. © I have. At the ſame time, ſhe 
took the bridle in her hand, and led the 
horſe into a little ſtable on the back- 


fide of the houſe: then ſhe returned to 


Calaf; who, finding himſelf difpoſed 
to eat, aſked if ſhe had nobody to ſend 
to buy ſomething for him in the mar- 
ket. The widow anſwered, that ſhe had 
a ſon twelve years old, who would ac- 
quit himſelf handſomely of ſuch a com 
miſhon. Upon this the prince took a ſe- 
quin of gold out of his purſe; and put it 
into the boy's hands to go to market. 
In the mean time, the hoſteſs was not 
a little buſied in ſatisfying Calaf's cu- 
rioſity: he put a thouſand queſtions to 
her; he aſked her what were the man- 


ners and cuſtoms of the inhabitants of 


the city; how many families were com- 
puted to be in Pequin; and the con- 
verſation, in the end, fell upon the 
King of China. Inform me, I in- 
© treat you, ſays Calaf to her, of the 
character of this prince: is he gene- 
rous? And 1 bs, do you think, 
give any encouragement to a youn 

© man and a ſtranger, who ſhould offer 
© himſelf voluntarily to ſerve againſt 
© his enemies? In a word, might it be 
© of any advantage to me, if I ſhould 


© devote myſelf to his intereſts? 


* Without doubt,” replies the old wo- 
man; * he is a moſt excellent prince; 
| 1 bone 
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t one who loves his ſubjects in as great 
a degree as he is beloved by them. I 
© am furprized that you ſhould never 
© hear of our good King Altoun-Can; 
« for the fame of his goodneſs has dif- 
« fuſed itſelf over the face of the earth. 

From the portraiture you give me 


© of him, ' rejoins the Prince of the No- 


gais, I imagine he muſt needs be the 
« moſt-happy, and the moſt contented, 
© monarch in the univerſe.— “ And yet 
© he is not,” anſwers the widow; it 
may be averred that he is very un- 
© happy. In the firft place, he has no 
© prince to ſucceed him; notwithſtand- 
ing the prayers he puts up to Heaven, 
© and the number of good works he 
does daily, he cannot obtain the bleſ- 
« {ing of a ſon; however, I muſt tell 


you, that the grief of having no male 


© child is not what afflicts him molt; 
that which deftroys the whole quiet 
© of his life is the Princeſs Touran- 
* dofte, his only daughter.'—* And 
* how,* replies Calaf, comes it to 


© paſs that ſhe is a grievance to him? 


« I am going to inform you,” ſays the 
widow; © I am very particularly in- 
© ſtructed in that affair; for my daugh- 
© ter, who has the honour to be in the 
« ſeraglio, amongſt the number of the 
princeſs's ſlaves, has often entertain - 
© ed me with a diftin& relation of the 
© whole,” 


D AY LXIII. 


c HE Princeſs Tourandocte,' pur- 
ſues the old hoſteſs of the Prince 
of the Nogais, * 1s in the nineteenth 
« year of her age: ſheis fo very beauti- 
« ful, that the painters, who have at- 
© tempted her picture, though the great- 
© eſt artiſts of the eaſt, have all of them 
* owned, with confuſion, that they have 
© been foiled, and that the pencil of the 
© moſt practiſed in beautiful features 
* would never be able to expreſs half 
© the charms of the Princeſs of China. 
© Nevertheleſs, the different paintings 
© that have been made of her, though 
© infinitely ſhort of the original, have 
© cauſed great havock in the world. 
© To her raviſhing beauty ſhe joins 
a mind ſo embelliſhed, that ſhe is 
miſtreſs not only of every owe, rol 
ment which is uſually taught to ladies 
of her rank, but is likewiſe perfectly 
{killed in thoſe ſciences which are pro- 
per only to men; ſhe can write the 
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different characters of ſeveral lan- 
guages; ſhe is knowing in arithme- 
tick and geography; in philoſophy, 

in the mathematicks, in the law, and 
more eſpecially in theology; ſhe has 
ſtudied thelaws and the moral writings 
of our great legiſlator Berginghuzin. 
In a word, ſhe is as learned as all our 
doctors together: but all her bright 
perfections are eclipſed by an unex- 
ampled inſenſibility of heart; ſhe tar- 
niſhes her charming merit by a de- 
teſtable cruelty. 
It is now two years ſince the King 
of Thibet ſent to demand her in mar- 
riage for the prince his ſon, who fell 
in love with her upon the fight of a 
picture of her which came into his 
hands. Altoun- Can, pleaſed with 
this alliance, propoſed it to Touran- 
dotte: this haughty princeſs,” who, 
vain of her beauty, deſpiſes all men 
alike, rejected the propoſition with 
diſdain. The king grew angry with 
her, and declared he would be obey- 
ed: but, inſtead of ſubmitting herſelf 
chearfully to the will of her father, 
the wept, out of mere obſtinacy and 
an averſion to be controuled; ſhe af - 
flicted herſelf beyond meaſure, as if 
ſome inſupportable evil had heen laid 
upon her; finally, ſhe continued to 
torment herſelf to ſuch a degree, that 
ſhe fell into a ſickneſs, The phyfis 
cians, knowing the cauſe of her in- 
diſpoſition, told the king, that all 
their remedies were ineffectual, and 
that the princeſs would infallibly die 
if he perſiſted to compel her to marry 
the Prince of Thibet. * 

© Then the king, who loved his 
daughter to diftraction, apprehending 
the danger ſhe was in, went into her 
apartment to aſſure her that he would 
ſend back the ambaſſadors of Thibet 
with an abſolute denial. „ That, 
Sir,“ ſays the princels, “ will not 
be ſufficient: I am reſolved to uſe 


no endeavours to preſerve my life, 


unleſs you will grant me what I am 
going to aſk, If you deſire I ſhould 
not die, you muſt oblige yourſelf, by 
an inviolable oath, not to oppoſe 
my inclinations; and, moreover, I 
will have you publiſh an edit, by 
which you ſhall declare, that whatſo- 
ever prince ſhall demand me, muſt 
not expect to marry me, before he 
ſhall anſwer pertinently to the queſ- 
tions Which I ſhall think fit to pro- 

92 poſe 
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1 poſe to him, in the hearing of all the 


« profeſſors of the law within this city; 
c that if his anſwers prove right, I 


4, conſent to take him for my huſband; 


e but, if otherwiſe, that his head ſhall 


ec be ſtruck off in the court before your 
be palace. | 
By virtue of this edit, which ſhall 


© he made known to all the foreign 
t princes who ſhall come to Pequin, 


& no one will be forward to demand 
* me in marriage; and that is what I 
& would accompliſh; for I have an 
6 ayerfion to men, and will not be 
% married.” —“ But, my daughter, 
© ſays the king to her, ** ſuppoſe ſome 
« one, diſregarding my edict, ſhould 
“ preſent himſelf, and anſwer juſtly to 
«© your queſtions,” —** That,” inter- 
© rupting, rejoins ſhe, is what I have 
« no reaſon to fear: I can ſtart ſuch 
« points as would puzzle the pro- 
« foundeſt doors; and I am content- 
«& ed to ſtand the riſque. Altoun-Can 
© pauſed a while upon what the prin- 
« ceſs exacted from him“ I fee plain - 
6% 1y,” thinks he, that my daughter 
& will never be induced to wed, and 
« that this edict will effectually deter 
4% all her lovers; ſo that I hazard no- 
4% thing in granting her this ſatisfac- 
© tjon; no evil can ariſe from it; for 
« what prince will be ſo thoughtleſs as 
s to provoke his fate by ſo deſperate 
& an undertaking?” 

© Finally, the king concluding that 
© fuch an edict could be attended with 
no ill conſequences, and that the cure 
of his daughter depended abſolutely 
© upon it, ordered it ſhould be pub- 
£ Hhed; and ſwore by the laws of Ber- 


© ginghuzin, that it ſhould be pun&u- 


* ally obſerved. Tourandocte relying 
upon the ſacredneſs of his oath, whic 
* the knew the king would never pre- 
5s ſumetoviolate,recovered her ſtrength, 
and was ſoon reſtored to a perfect 
£ health. | 
This, notwithſtanding the reputa- 
© tion of her beauty, drew divers young 


© foreign princes to Pequin. It was 


© to no purpole to repreſent to them the 


tenor of the edict: as there are very 


few who think meanly of their own 
capacity, eſpecially amongſt the young 
© men, they had the preſumption to 
© preſent themſelves to anſwer to the 
* queſtions of the princeſs; and, not 
E able to penetrate their dark meaning, 
© they all of them, one after the other, 
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periſhed without mercy, The king. 
to do him juſtice, is nearly touched 
with compaſſion for their fate: he re- 
pents that he has irrevocably bound 
himſelf by an oath; and, notwith- 
ſtanding his infinite tenderneſs for his 
daughter, he would rather chuſe to 
let Vs die, than preſerve her at ſo 
dear a rate. He employs his utmoſt 
endeavonrs to prevent theſe calami- 
ties; when any lover, who ſtands in 


demand the hand of the princeſs, he 
labours to diſſuade him from his re- 
ſolutions, and never gives his con- 
ſent to any one to expole his life, but 
with the greateſt regret; but, for the 
molt part, he has the misfortune not 
to be able to preyail with the raſh 
young men; they are fo taken up 
with their paſſion for Tourandocte, 
and fo intoxicated with the hopes of 
poſſeſſing her, that they overlook the 
danger which ſurrounds her. 

© But though the king ſeems touch- 
ed with the deaths of theſe unhappy 
princes, it is not ſo with his inhuman 
daughter; ſhe glories in the bloody 
ſpeQacles which her beauty exhibits 
to the people: ſo exceſſive is her va- 
nity, that ſhe looks upon the moſt 
amiable prince not only as unworthy 
of her, but even inſolent, in daring 
to raiſe his thoughts up to the hopes 
of poſſeſſing her, and ſhe regards his 
death as a puniſhment due to his au- 
daciouſneſs. | 

What is moſt to be lamented, is, 
that there ſhould ſtil! be a freſh ſup- 
ply a ome who come to ſacrifice 
themſelves to this barbarous princeſs. 
It is not long ſince a prince, who flat- 
tered himſelf that he had ſkill ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer her queſtions, has 
loſt his life; and this very night an- 
other 1s to die; who, as ill fate would 
have it, came to the court of China, 
urged on by the ſame deſtructive 
hopes. | 
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e was very attentive to the 


diſcourſe of the old woman. I. 
© amnot able to comprehend,” ſays he, 
when ſhe had done ſpeaking, * how any 
prince can be ſo void of underſtand- 
© ing as te demand the Princeſs of 
China. What man is there but 

e * muſt. 


PERSIAN TALES. 


muſt tremble when he hears the con- 
dition without which ſhe is not to be 
obtained? Beſides, let the painters 
who have drawn her ſay what they 
will, let them ever ſo much declare 
that their works ſhew but a faint re- 
ſemblance of her beauty, I am rather 
inclined to believe that they have add- 
ed to her charms, and that they have 
tattered with their pencils, ſince their 
pictures of her have produced ſuch 
extraordinary effects. To be free with 
you, I cannot imagine Tourandocte 
is ſo beautiful as you ſpeak of her,'— 
Sir,* r&oins the widow, © her charms 
are far beyond what I am able to ex- 


for Ihave often ſeen her when I viſited 
my daughter in the ſeraglio. Form 
the brighteſt ideas to pleaſe your ima- 
gination, lay together in your mind 
every grace and feature that can enter 
into the compoſition of a finiſhed 
beauty; and be aſſured, when you have 
put your fancy to the ſtretch, that 
you will not be able to figure to your- 
« {elf a form that may in the leaſt ſtand 
in competition with that of the prin- 
gels, 

The Prince of the Nogais thought 
his hoſteſs took a delight in magnifying 
every little circumſtance, and could by 
no means prevail upon himſelf to be- 
lieve her: nevertheleſs, he felt a ſecret 
Lind of pleaſure without knowing any 
reaſon for it. But, my mother, re- 
news he, * are the queſtions which the 
« king's daughter propoſes lo very diffi- 
cult and intricate that there is no mak - 
ing any anſwer to them in ſuch a man- 
ner as may ſatisfy the men of the law? 
c 
- 
4 
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For my part, I am of opinion that the 

princes who could not penetrate into 

the meaning of them, were all men of 

narrow capacities and little learning.” 
— No, no!" replies the old woman; 
never were any riddles fo obſcure as 
© the queſtions of the princeſs; and it 
© is next to an impoſſibility to anſwer 
© to them directly.“ 

While they were talking to this effect 
of Tourandocte and her unfortunate 
lovers, the little boy who had been ſent 
to market came home with a ſtore of 
proviſions. Calat fat down to a table 
which the widow ſpread for him, and 
ate with the appctite of a traveller who 
had faſted long: in the mean time the 
night came on; and immediately the 
tymbals of joſtice began to reſcund in 


preſs: you may credit my teſtimony; 


meaning of that noiſe. It is, anſwers 
the old woman, *.to advertiſe the peo- 
ple that ſome one is to be put to deathz 
and the wretch who is to be ſacrificed 
is the prince ho J told you was to be 
this night beheaded, for failing in his 
anſwers to the queſtions of the prin» 
ceſs. Criminals are executed by day- 
light; but this is a particular caſe: * 
king in his heart deteſts the cruelties 
which he is forced to exerciſe upon 
the lovers of his daughter, amd is 
willing to hide the barbarity from the 
© ſight of the ſun.” The ſon of Ti- 
murtaſch was deſirous to ſee this exe- 
cution, the cauſe of which to him ſeem- 
ed very extraordinary: he went out from 
his lodgings; and meeting in the ſtreets 
a vaſt crowd of Chineſe, whoſe curioſit 

brought them together, he mixed ke 4 
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them, and went on with the ſtream into 


the court of the palace, where fo tragi- 
cal a ſcene was to be repreſented, 

He ſaw in the middle a very high 
tower of wood; the outſide of which, 
from the top to the bottom, was co- 
vered with branches of cypreſs, within 
which there was hung a prodigious 
number of lamps, ranged in order, 
which ſpread fo great a light that the 
whole court ſhone with them: beneath 
the tower there was a ſcaffold prepared, 
covered over with white ſattin,and round 
about it ſtood ſeveral pavilions of taf- 
feta of the fame colour. Behind theſe 
tents two thouſand ſoldiers of the 
guards of Altonn-Can were poſted to 
ranks deep, with their ſwords drawn, 
and axes in their hands, ſo as to form a 
double barrier againſt the people. Ca- 
laf was very intent upon every thing 
that preſented itſelf to his view; when, 
on a ſudden, the mournful ceremony, 
for which this pomp was all prepared, 
began by a confaled noiſe of drums and 
bells, which ſounded far from the top 
of the tower : at the fame time, twenty 
mandarins, and as many men of the 
law, every one cloathed in long white 
woollen robes, came out from the pa- 
lace, advancing towards the ſcaffold; 
and when they had three times marched 
in proceſſion round it, they ſat down 
under the pavilions, 

In the next place, appeared the victim, 
adorned with flowers interwoven with 
leaves of cypreſs,with a blue fillet round 
his head, and Bot a red one, like the 


crimingzls condemned by the * 
| ourte 
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the ftreets. The prince demanded the 
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eonrle of juſtice. He was a young 
prince, fearce eighteen years of age: he 
was attended by a mandarin, who led 
kim by the hand, and followed by the 
exccutioner. They all three mounted 


the ſcaffold; immediately the noiſe of 


the drums and bells ceaſed: then the 
mandarin addreſſed his ſpeech to the 
prince with a tone of voice fo raiſed 
that half the people might hear him. 
© Prince,” ſays he to him, is it not 
© true that you were informed of the 
© tenor of the king's edit when you 
© firſt preſented yourſelf to demand the 


e in marriage? Is it not true, 
© 


ikewiſe, that the King employed his. 


© beſt endeavours to diſſuade you from 
your raſh attempt? The prince an- 
Wwering that it was true— Declare, 
© then,” adds the mandarin, that it is 
© your own fault if you Joſe your life 
©'this day; and that the king and the 
* princeſs are no way anſwerable for 
© your death. —“ I forgive them,” re- 
plies the prince: whatever ſhall befal 
me, I impute it to myſelf alone; and 
my prayer is, that Heaven may never 


require at their hands the blood that | 


mall this day be ſhed!” 

Scarce had he ended theſe words, 
when the executioner ſevered his head 
from his body with a ſudden ftroke of 
the ſabre. The air inſtantly reſounded 
afreſh with the ringing of bells, and the 
rattling of drums. In the mean while, 
twelve mandarins came to take care of 
thedead body: they laid it into a coffin 
made of ivory and ebony; then, placing 
it upon a bier, fix of them bore it upon 
their ſhoulders into the garden of the 
feraglio under a dome of white marble, 
which the king had erected for a place 
of burial to all the unhappy princes who 
mould incur the ſame fate. It was his 
cuſtom to go frequently and weep alone 
over the monuments of thoſe who lay 
there; thinking, in ſome meaſure, to 
atone for the barbarity of his daughter, 
by paying this tribute to their aſhes, 


XV. 
As ſoon as the mandarins had car- 
ried off the prince who was exe- 
cuted, the populace and the men of the 
law all retired to their houſes, blaming 
the king for his imprudence in giving 


a fanckion to cruelty by the ſacredneſs 


of an oath which he mult not violate, 
5 ; ; 


Calaf remained in the court of the pa- 
lace, his mind buſied with a thoufand 
confuſed refleftions. Not far from him 
he perceived a man, from whoſe eyes 
guſhed a torrent of tears: he concluded 


he muſt be a perſon deeply intereſted in 


the execution which he had ſeen per- 
formed; and, defirous to be farther in- 
formed, he addreſſed his ſpeech to him 
© I havea fellow- feeling, ſaid he, fin 
the exceſs of grief which you ſeem to 

© expreſs; I enter into all your ſuffer- 
* ings; and make no doubt but you were 
© intimately acquainted with the prince 
© who has now been put to death ?'— 
© Ah, Sir!“ anſwers this afflited per- 
ſon, redoubling his tears, I ſhould 
know him intimately; for I bred him 
© up. O thou unhappy King of Samar- 


* cande!* adds he, what will be thy 


© forrow when thou ſhalt hear the ſtrange 
* fate of thy ſon! And who is the man 
„that ſhall dare relate the mournful 

« meffage to thee?” | 
Calaf demanded by what means the 
Prince of Samarcande becameenamour- 
ed of the Princeſs of China. I ſhall 
inform you, ſays the governor of the 
prince to himg and you will, I quel- 
tion not, be aſtoniſhed with the rela- 
* tion I am going to make. This 
Prince of Samarcande,' purſues he, 
* lived happy in his father's court; all 
* the courtiers regarded him as a prince 
© that muſt one day be their ſovereign, 
and ſtudied not leſs to pleaſe him than 
© the king himſelf. He uſually em- 
* ployed the day-time in hunting, or 
in exerciſing himſelf at mall: at night 
he would ſecretly invite into his apart- 
ment all the gay and youthful perſons 
of the court, with whom he would re- 
© vel in the choiceſt wines and liquors; 
moreover, he took a delight ſometimes 
„in ſeeing the beautiful ſlaves dance, 
© and in hearing the mulick of voices 
and inſtruments. Not to dwell! upon 
« particulars, the days, the hours, of 
his life, lowed on in an uninterrupted 

« courle of pleaſures. 

©'Theſe amuſements went on as uſual, 
when a famous painter arrived at Sa- 
marcande with the pictures of ſeveral 
princeſſes, who ſat to him in the dif- 
ferent courts he had viſited. He came 
one day to ſhew them to my prince; 
who, when he had examined thoſe 
which were laid firſt before him, ſaid, 
“ 'Theſe are fine pieces indeed! and I 
am perſuaded that the originals are 
f „% not 
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re not a little obliged toyou.” —<< Sir,“ 
© anſwers the painter, T will confeſs 
*« to you, that in theſe pictures my pen- 
£ ci] has flattered alittle ; but then, at 
« the ſame time, I mult tell you that I 
« have one piece more beautiful than 
& any of theſe; and yet it falls far 
& ſhort of the original.“ As he went 
© on ſpeaking to this purpoſe, he took 
© out of the bottom of a little box, in 
« which he kept hie paintings, the por- 
4 trait of the Princeſs of China. 

My maſter had no ſooner taken it 
inhis hands, but, imagining it beyond 
the power of nature to producea beau- 
ty ſo perfect, he cried out, that the 
world did not contain ſo charming a 
creature; and that the Princeſs of 
China muſt infallibly have been more 
« flattered in her picture than any of 
the others, The painter proteſted to 
£ him it was not ſo; and aſſured him 
© that the moſt maſterly hand would 
£ never be able to expreſs the fine air 
* and the bloom which were diffuſed 
through all the lovely features of the 
£ Princeſs Tourandocte. Relying upon 
© theafſurances of thjs artiſt, my maſter 
© bought the picture: it made fo ſtrong 
«© an impreſſion upon him, that, quitting 
© his father's court, he departed from 
£ Samarcande, accompanied by no man 
© befides myſelf. Without letting me 
into his defign, he took the road that 
4 
c 
i 
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leads to China, and never ſtopped till 
he came into this city. He propoſed 
to himſelf to ſerve Altoun- Can for a 
time in his wars, and, in the end, to 
demand the princeſs in marriage: 
but, immediately upon our arrival, 
we were informed of the rigour of the 
edict; and, upon hearing of it, my 
prince, (which-ſeems unaccountable) 
ſtead of ſhewing any ſigns of un- 
eaſineſs, expreſſed a manifeſt joy and 
ſatisfaction. I will inſtantly go,” 
ſays he to me, ** and deſire that I may 
© be allowed to anſwer to the queſtions 
« of Tourandocte. Why ſhould I 
« think meanly of my own capacity? 
* or, rather, why ſhould I not be confi - 
% dent of obtaining the princeſs ?” 
I need not acquaint you, Sir, with 
© what followed, continues the gover- 
nor, ſobbing as he ſpoke; you muſt 


already have concluded, from the tra- 


© pical ſcene you have juſt now ſeen, 
© that theunfortunate Prince of Samar- 
cande was not able, notwithſtanding 


' a A 


all his hopes, to anſwer the fatal 
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© queſtions of this inhuman beauty, 
© who delights in ſhedding of blood, 
and who has already taken away the 
«© lives of ſeveral kings ſons. When he 
© ſaw that he was to prepare himſelf 
for death, he gave me the picture of 
© this cruel princeſs. “ I entruſt you, 
© faid he to me, „e with this ineſtimable 
& piece; preſerve the precious pledge; 
«© {hew jt to my father when you all 
« relate my deſtiny to him: when he 
„ fees the charming object, I deubt 
© not but he will pardon my raſhnels.”? 
But, purtves the governor, let who 
© will take pon him to carry the un- 
« welcome meſtage to the king his fa- 
© ther: as for me, loaded with my af- 
© fliction, I reſolve to retire far from this 
place, and far from Samarcande, to la- 
* menta prince who was ſo dear to me. 
O my much regretted maſter! Ohthat, 
* when this fatal picture fell into your 
hands, you could have looked upon 
© it with my eyes !-O barbarons pria- 
© ceſs! henceforward let all the princes 
© of the earth think of you as I think! 
Athen, inſtead of inſpiring them with 
© love, would you raite in their fouls 
© the ſentiments of horror!“ Having 
expreſſed his reſentments in theſe words, 
the governor of the Prince of Samar- 
cande went away full of indignationg 
looking upon the palace with eyes that 
ſparkled with rage; and ſaid not aword 
more to the fon of Timurtaſch. Prince 
Calaf gathered up the picture with 
eagerneſs from the ground, and intend- 
ed to go back to his old hoſteſs; but he 
loft his way in the dark, and, before he 
was aware of it, found himſelf out of 
the town. He waited impatiently for 
day-light, to behold the beanty of the 
Princeſs cf China: as ſoon as he could 
ſee, and ſatisfy his curioſity, he opened 
the box in which the picture was in 
cloſed; however, he hefitated before he 
looked upon it. What am I going 
ta do?? cried he, © OughtT to calf 
my eyes on ſo dangerous an object? 
© Think, Calaf; thi: k of the ill eſſetchs 
© it has produced! Haſt thou forgot 
* what the Prince of S:zmarcande*s go- 
 vernor juſt now told thee? Do not 
look on this picture: reſiſt a defire 
* which would lead thee away, while it 
is only mere curioſity. As long as 
thou haſt the uſe of thy reaſon, thou 
© mayeſt prevent thy ruin. But why do 
I talk of preventing it?” added 
What falſe reaſons beget this cow 
| ardly 
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© ardly prudence? If T am to love the 


© princeſs, my love is already writ in 


„Heaven in characters that can never 


© be effaced: beſides, I cannot ſee any 


© danger in looking upon the fineſt pie- 
© ture that ever was.. A man muſt be 


very weak to be diſturbed at the fight 


4 gf a vain mixture of colours. Fear 


© nothing! Behold with inſenſibility 
© thoſe conquering and murdering fea- 
# tures! I would even find faults, and 
© have the new pleaſure of cenſuring 
the charms of this too proud princeſs : 


I would mortify her vanity, by let- 


© tzmg her ſee that I beke$] her image 
without emotion. | 


DAY LXVI. 


N vain the fon of Timurtaſch flat- 
tered himſelf that he could look on 
the picture of Tourandocte with indif- 
ference; he beheld, he examined, he ad- 


mired, the turn of the face, the regula- 


rity of the features, the lovelineſs of the 
eyes, the mouth, the noſe; every thing 
ſeemed to him to be in perfection. He 
was aſtoniſhed at the conſideration of it 
in the whole, and in every particular; 
and, though he was upon his guard 
againſt it, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
charmed by it. Spite of himſelf, he was 
inconceivably troubled: he did not know 
himſelf. What fire, ſaid he, is this 
© that animates me? Into what diſor- 
© derhas this picture put my ſenſes? Is 
© this, juſt Heaven! the fortune of all 
£-that behold this picture? Muſt they 
© Jove the inhuman princeſs it repre- 
* (ents? Ah! I find, but too well, that 


© ſhe will make the ſame impreſſion on .. 


© me which ſhe made on the unfortunate 


Prince of Samarcande, I ſubmit to 


© the power of the beauty that wounds 
© me; and, inſtead of being frighted at 
© his piteous ſtory, I almaſt envy his 
© misfortune. What a change is this? 
* Good God! I cannot now compre- 
© hend how any one ©. be ſo inſen- 
**fible of her charms as not to deſpiſe 


* the rigour of the edict! I fee nothing 
© terrible in it. From this moment all 
© the peril vaniſhes! 


© No, incomparable princeſs!* con- 
tinued he, looking on the picture with a 
Janguiſhing air, no obſtacle ſhall hin- 
der me: I will love you, Tpite of your 
© barbarity;z and, ſince I am permitted 


'© to aſpire to the poſſeſſion of you, I 
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© will do all that I can to obtain it. If 
© I periſh in fo noble an enterprize, all 
© that will trouble me in death will be 
© the thoughts of loſing you!” 
Calaf being come to a reſolution to 
demand the princeſs, returned to his 
hoſteſs: he had much ado to find the 
houſe again, ſo far had he wandered ont 
of his way in the dark. Ah, my fon!” 
ſays the old woman, as foon as ſhe ſaw 
him, © I am tranſported at the fight of 
you! I was afraid what was become 
of you. Why did you not return 
ſooner ?*—* Mother, replied he, © I 
am ſorry you ſhould have been under 
fo much concern on my account; but 
I loft my way in the night.* He then 
told her how he had met the governor 
of the prince who had been put to death 
and did not fail to repeat all that the 
governor had ſaid to him: he alſo ſhew- 
ed her Tourandocte's picture. * See,” 
ſays he, if this is not an imperfect 
© image of the Princeſs of China. I 
© cannot think that it comes up to the 
© beauty of the original.“ 

© By the ſoul of the Prophet Jack- 
© mouny,' cried the old woman, after 
ſhe had examined the picture, the 


A M M X ©, 


'« princeſs is a thouſand times hand- 


© ſomer, and more charming! I with 


you had ſeen her; you would then be 


© of my opinion, that all the painters 
© upon earth will never be able to make 
© an image fo beautiful; I will not ex- 
© cept the famous Many.'—* I am ex- 
© tremely pleaſed,” replied the Prince 
of the Nogais, with your aſſuring 
me that the beauty of Tourandocte 
is above all the efforts of painting: 
how does the thought of it delight 


excites me to attempt immediately fo 
glorious an undertaking. Why have 
I not already caſt myſelf at her feet? 
I die with impatience to try whether I 
ſhall not be more happy than the 
Prince of Samarcande. 
What's that you ſay, my ſon?” re- 
plied the widow, What defign is it 
you have formed? and do you really 
* reſolye to put it in execution? 
© Yes, mother,” ſays Calaf; * this very 
day will I offer myſelf to anſwer the 
* princeſs's queſtions. When I came 
to China, it was with an intention to 
ſerve the great king Altoun-Can in 
his armies: but it 1s better to be his 
ſon in-law than his general.” 
The hoſteſs burſt out into tears, cry- 
mg, 


* 


mel it confirms me in my deſign, and- 
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ing, Ah, my lord! in the name of 
God, think no more of it! You will 
« ſurely periſh in fo raſh an enterprize 
as the demanding the princeſs: will 
© he: inſtead of being charmed with her 
© beauty, hate her, as the cruel cauſe of 
« ſo many tragical events. Conſider 
with yourſelf what will be your pa- 
© rents trouble when they hear of your 
death; and do not bring ſo much mi- 
« ſery on their heads. Ah, mother!“ 
replies the ſon of Timurtaſch, © do not 
touch me in the moſt tender part. 1 
am not ignorant that, if to-day putan 


mortal affliction to thoſe to whom I 
owe it: I own they love me ſo ten- 
derly, perhaps they will not be able 
to ſurvive me; yet, as ſenſible as T 


derneſs to me, I mult give way to a 
ſtronger impulſe than that of filial 
duty. But what need I fear giving 
them diſpleaſure? Will not my doing 
what Iintend to do, render them more 
happy? Yes, doubtleſs; their intereit 
agrees very well with my paſſion; and 
were my father here, he would be ſo 
far from oppoſing my deſign, that he 
would inſpire me with new reſolution 
to execute it immediately. I am re- 
ſolved upon it; don't ſpend time to no 
purpoſe, in endeavouring to diſſuade 
me from it; nothing in the world 
ſhall hinder me.“ 

When his hoſteſs found he would not 
hearken to her advice, it redoubled her 
affliction. And will you,” ſays ſhe, 
my lord, will you run upon inevita- 
© ble ruin? Oh, that you had never 
come within my doors, never heard 
* of the name of Tourandocte! You 
fell in love with her on my praiſing 
© her to you. Ah, wretch that T am! 
© it is I that am the cauſe of your de- 
* ſtru&tion; I that ſhall have your death 
to reproach myſelf with.“ ThePrince 
of the Nogais interrupting her, ſaid, 
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No, my good mother, you are in no 


* wiſe the occaſion of my misfortune. 
Do not impute to yourſelf my love 


* fortheprinceſs; I am deſtined to love 


© her, and in loving her only fulfil my 
* deſtiny: beſides, how do you know 
that I ſhall not be able to anſwer her 
© queſtions? I neither want learning 
* Nor underſtanding. Perhaps Heaven 
© has reſerved for me the honour of de- 
* livering the King of China from the 


* Goubles which ſo terrible an oath has | 


end to e I ſhall cauſe the moſt 


ought to be, and as I am of their ten- 
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© cauſed him: but, continued he, tak- 


ing out of his pocket a purſe the Can of + 


Berlas had given him, in which were a 
good many pieces of gold, © as I own 
© that this is uncertain, and it may hap- 
© pen TI may loſe my life, I make you a 
« preſent of this purſe to comfort you 
© for my loſs. You may alſo ſell my 
© horſe, and keep the money; for I ſhall 
© haveno . whether the daugh- 
© ter of Altoun-Can be the reward of 
© my boldneſs, or whether death be the 
© ſadprice of it. | xp 


DAY LXVII. 
THE widow took the purſe from 


Calaf, ſaying, Lou are very 
© much deceived, ſon, if you think this 


© gold will comfort me for the loſs of 
© you: I ſhall lay it out in good works; 


give part of it to the poor in the hoſe 


© pitals, who patiently endure their mi- 


* 


ſery, and whoſe prayers are conſe- 
quently ſo agreeable to God; the reſt 
I ſhall diſtribute among the miniſters 


in their prayers to Heaven, to inſpire 
you with more reaſonable reſolutions, 
and not ſuffer you to expoſe yourſelf 
to ſuch certain deſtruction. All that 
I beg of you is, that you will not this 


docte's queſtions; ſtay till to-mor- 
row, the time 1s not long: let me have 
till then to engage holy men, and our 
Prophet Jackmonny, in your intereſt; 
after that, do what you will. Giveme 
but this ſmall atisfaRtion; I muſt ſay 
you owe it to a perſon who has ſo en- 
tire a friendſhip for you, and will be 
inconſolable if you periſh.” 

Calaf ſhewed by his looks he could 
not deny her requeſt: he was not only 
one of the handſomeſt princes in the 
world, he was alſo one of the beſt- na- 


tured; and.it was impoſſible to ſee and 
converſe with him and not to love him. 


The old widow's grief touched him. 


Well, mother,* ſaid he, T will have” 


© ſomuch complaiſance for you; Twill 
© notgs to-day to demand the princeſs : 
but I muſt needs tell you, that I don't 
© believe your Prophet Jackmouny can 
© make me change my reſolution.” He 
ftaidat home at his hoſteſs's all that day: 
ſhe, in the mean time, went about to the 


hoſpitals to diſtribute her alms, and to 


the bonzes, to purchaſe, for ready- mo- 
P neys 
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of our religion, that they may join all 


day offer yourſelf to anſwer Touran- 
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PERSIAN 


ney, their interceſſion with Berginghu- 
fin. She alſo ſacrificed hens and fith to 


idols: neither did ſhe forget the Genii; 


to them ſhe offered rice in the places de- 
dicated to their worihip. | 

But the prayers of the bonzes, and all 
the idol-minifters, though they were 


well paid, produced not the effect which 


the good woman expected: for the next 
morning the prince appeared more re- 
ſolute than ever in his deſign to demand 
Tourandocte in marriage. Adieu, 
© mother! faid he to the widow; I 
© am ſorry you put yourſelf yeſterday 
© toſo much trouble for me: you might 
© very well have ſpared your pains; for 
« T affure you IT am of the ſame mind 
6 ſtill.” At theſe words he left her; 
and his hoſteſs was ſo troubled at his 
going, that, covering her face with her 
veil, ſhe ſet her heat on her knees, and. 
continued thus in a fit of ſorrow which 
is not to be expreſſed, _ : 
The young Prince of the Nogais, 
erfumed with eſſences, and fairer than 
the moon, went directly to the palace. 
He found five elephants tied at the gate, 
and two thouſand ſoldiers, well-armed 
cap-a-pee, drawn up on each fide. One 
offihe chief officers, perceiving by Ca- 
laf's air that he was a ſtranger, ſtopped 
him, 27971049, BY him what buſineſs. 
he had at the palace. I am a foreign 
c prince, replied the ſon of Timur- 
taſch, * and come to offer myſelf to the 


© king, to beg of him that he will per- 


© mit me to anſwer the queſtions of the 
© princeſs his daughter. The officer 
heard him with aſtoniſhment; and ſaid, 
Po you know, prince, that what you 
© come about is death? You had better 
© have ſtaid at home; return to your 
© own country, and don't flatter your- 
«© ſelf with the hopes of obtaining the 
© barbaronus Tourandocte. Were you 
© as wile as a mandarin of ſcience, you 
« would. never find out the meaning of 
© her ambiguou words. —“ I thank 
© you for your counſel,” replied Calaf; 
C 48 I am net come hither to go back | 


g Tcame.'—* Go and die, then,” ſays 


the officer ſurlily, * fince there is no 
© hindering you!“ Upon this, he let 
him enter the palace; and, turning to 
ſome other officers who had heard their 
converſation —* How handſome and | 
« well made that young prince is!” faid 
hez it is pity he ſhould die ſo ſoon.” 
In the-mean while, Calaf paſſed 
through ſeyeral halls, and came at laſt 


TALES. 


to that in which the king uſed to give 
audience to his people. There was a 
throne in it made of ſteel of Catai, in 
the form of a dragon, about three cu- 
bits high; over it was a canopy of yel- 
low ſattin adorned with diamonds, fup. 
ported by four lofty pillars of the ſame 
Catai ſteel: Altoun Can, arrayed in a 
veſt of gold brocade, with a red ground, 
ſat on the throne; the gravity of his air 
agreed perfectly well with that of his 
beard, which was divided into three 


parts, and each part bound with a dia- 


mond buckle. The monarch, after he 
had given av.;zence to ſome. of his ſub- 
jects, caſt his eyes on the Prince of the 
Nogais, who was in the crowd. As 
he appeared to be a ſtranger, and by his 
air and dreſs to be of nocommon rank, 
he called one of his mandarins, pointed 
with his, finger to Calaf, and ordered 
him to inform himſelf of his quality, 
and the occaſion of his coming to his 
court. | 

The mandarin went up to the ſon of 
Timurtaſch, and told him the king de- 
ſired to know who he was, and if he 
had any thing to demand of him. 
© You may tell the king your maſter," 
replied the young prince, * that I am 
the only ſon of a ſovereign, and am 
come to endeavour to — Hi the ho- 
* nour of being his ſon-in-law.” 


DAY LXVIII. 


O ſooner did Altoun-Can know 

the Prince of theNogais's anſwer, 

than his countenance changed, and he 
turned as pale as death, He ceaſed 
giving audience; he diſmiſſed all the 
people, deſcended from his throne, and 
went up to Calaf. _ © Raſh youth! ſays 
he, are you informed of the rigour of 
my edict, and the miſerable end of all 
* thoſe who have obſtinately perſiſted in 
* demanding my daughter ?'— Ves, 
my lord,“ replied the ſon of Timur- 
taſch, © I know all the danger I run: - 
© even my eyes have been the witneſſes - 
* of the juſt and late death which your 
« majeſty cauſed to be inflicted on the 
© Prince of Samarcande. But the de- 
© plorable end of theſe audacious men, 
* who vainly flattered themſelves with 
the ſweet hopes of poſſeſſing the Prin- 
« ceſs of China, has only inflamed the 
« defire I have to deſerve her 
What madneſs is this!“ ſays the 


king. 
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king. * Scarce has one prince loſt his * fuch as ſhall be approved of by all 
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« life, but another preſents himſelf to the * the doctors who are the judges, you 
«© ſame deſtiny: they ſeem to take a will be ſentenced to death; and the 
« pleaſure in facrificing themſelves. * next night will that ſentence be put 
© What blindneſs) what temerity! Re- in execution: therefore, prince, res 
collect yourſelf, prince; and be not tire, conſult the wiſe, paſs the reſt of 
« ſo prodigal of your blood. I pity * the day in conſidering what you bad 
© you more than any of thoſe that have beſt to do. Make your ſerious res 
already come to ſeek their deaths * fle&ions on what J have ſaid, and to- 
© here: I feel an inclination for you, © morrow come and tell me your laſt 
© and would do all that I can to hinder * reſolution.” 


your deſtroying yourſelf. Return to Having faid this, he left Calaf, who 
« your father's dominions, and let him, retired very much mortified that he muſt 
not have the affliction to hear, by. wait till the marrow; for what the king 
© Fame, that he muſt no more expect to ſaid had no manner of influence on him. 
«© ſee his only ſon.” se returned to his hoſteſs, without hav- 
My lord,” replies Calaf, nothing ing the leaſt ſuſpenſe in his mind ons 
© can more delight me than to hear account of the peril to which he ex- 
from your majeſty's mouth, that I. poſed himſelf. As ſoon as he came tothe 
© have the good fortune to pleaſe you: old woman, and told her what had 


E © I take it for a happy omen. Perhaps. paſſed at the palace, ſhe began to ha- 
= © Heaven, moved by the miſeries that rangue him again, and do what ſhe 
. © have been cauſed by the beauty of the, could to diſſuade him from his enter- 

; « princeſs, will make uſe of me to put. prize: but all her endeavours were 


© a ſtop to them; and at the ſame time. fruitleſs; they had a. contrary effect, 
Ts © ſecure the quiet of your life, now. and made him the more eager upon pro- 
. © troubled by a neceſſity of authorizing. ſecuting it, Accordingly, he returned 
2 © ſucheruel actions. Are you ſure that, the next day to the palace; and the King, 
© I thall not give right anſwers to the. hearing he was come, received him in 


A © queſtions that ſhall be aſked me? How, his cloſet, not being willing that any 
5 do you know that I ſhall periſh? If one ſhouid hear what they ſaid. 
45 © others have not been able to find out. Ah, prince!* ſays Altoun-Can, 


* the ſenſe of TourandoRe's obſcure. © ought I to be troubled, or torejoice,that 
© words, is that a reaſon that I ſhall. © I ſee you to-day? In what ſentiments 
* not be able to do it? No, my lord; 19 Gps come ?'—" My lord, replied 
their example ſhall not oblige me to Calaf, © I am ftill in the ſame mind. 
© renounce the honour to which I pre- © I had fully conſidered the matter when 
* tend, that of having you for my fa- *© I had the honour yeſterday to preſent 
* ther-in.law,” Theking replied, with, © myſelf before your majeſty. I am de- 
agreatdeal of compaſſion, * Ah, wretch- © termined to ſuffer the ſame death as 
* ed prince! are you already weary of my rivals, it Heaven has not other- 
* life? The lovers, who have before. * wile pre-ordained my deftiny.* The 
* you preſented themſelves to anſwer. king was to afflicted at his obſtinacy, 
© the ſad queſtions that my daughter that he ſmote his breaſt, and tore his 
© has put to them, talked juſt as you do; beard. * How unhappy am I, ſays he, 
© they all hoped to unriddle themyſte-, in having conceived ſuch an affection 
* ry, and they have all been miſtaken: for this man! The death of theothers 
alas! you will be betrayed by your was not ſuch a trouble to me. Ah, 
© confidence, as they have been. Once © my ſon,' continued he, embracing the. 
more, my ſon,” purſued he, let me Prince of the Nogais, if my reaſons 
* perſuade you to deſiſt; I love you, and * will not ſhake your, reſolution, give 
* would ſave you: do not, by your ob- © way to my grief. I find that the 
* ſtinacy, render my good intention blow which will deprive you of your 
* uſeleſs. Youarein an error, to think life, will ſtrike to my heart. Do not, 
© you can anſwer on the ſpot to what I beſcech you, think of poſſeſſing my 
the princeſs will propoſe to you: you cruel daughter. You will find other 
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* will have but half a quarter of an princeſſes in the world; why are you 
hour to ſtudy upon each queſtion; * 1o reſolutely bent on obtaining an in- 
© that's the rule. If in the moment © human one, whom you can never poſ- 
* you do not then make a right anſwer, ſels? Stay, if Tu will, in my court; 
| | 2 * you 
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« next to myſelf. You ſhall have hand- 
© ſome ſlaves, and pleaſure ſhall ever 
* whereattend you. In a word, I will 
© look upon you as my own ſon, Re- 
s nounce all pretenſions to Touran- 
t docte; and let me at leaſt have the fa- 
© tisfaction of depriving this bloody 
6 princeſs of one victim. 


DAY LxIx. 


| 9 Be ſon of Timurtaſch was very 
much touched with the king's of - 


fering him his friendſhip with ſo much 
tenderneſs; but, however, he replied— 
Suffer me, my lord, to expoſe myſelf 
© tothe peril, from which you would dĩ - 
© yert me: the greater it is, the more 
tempting is it to me. Nay, I confeſs to 
© you, there is a ſecret charm even in the 
* princeſs's cruelty, which pleaſes my 
" ry in flattering myſelf that I am 
© perhaps the happy mortal who is to 
* triumph over her pride. I pray your 
© majeſty, in the name of God, to for- 
© bear oppoſing a deſign, on which my 
glory, my peace, and even my life, 
6 2 for, in ſhort, I cannot live 
© unleſs I obtain Tourandocte.“ 
Altoun- Can, finding there was no way 
to divert him from his perilons purpoſe, 


was mortally grieved at it. Auda- 


© cious youth!” ſaid he, thy deftruc- 


© tion is unavoidable; fince with mad 


© obſtinacy thou perſiſteſt in demanding 
my daughter. Heaven is my witneſs, 
I have done what I could to bring thee 
to reaſon! Thou rejecteſt ray coun- 
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low them. We will talk no more of 
its thou wilt ſoon receive the reward 
© of thy folly. I conſent that thou un- 
© dertakeſt to anſwer Tourandocte's 
© queſtions; but I muſt firſt do thee 
© thoſe honours that I pay ſuch princes 
© as ſeek my alliance. Act theſe words 
he called the chief of the firſt band of 
his eunuchs, commanding him to con- 
duct Calaf to the palace of the prince, 
and to let him have two hundred eu- 
nuchs to ſerve him. 

Scarce was the Prince of the Nogais 
come to the palace, whither he had been 
conducted, but the principal mandarins 
came to ſalute him; that is, they kneel 
and bow their heads to the ground, ſay- 
ing, one after another, © The perpetual 
«© {eryants ef your illuſtrious race come 


* 


5 


ſels, and hadſt rather periſh than fol- 
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1 you ſhall have the firſt-rank there, 


© in that quality to do you reverence. 
They afterwards make their-preſentsg 
and retire, | 

= In the mean time, the king, whoſe 
friendſhip and compaſſion made him 


concern himſelf in an extraordinary 


manner for the ſon of Timurtaſch, fent 
for the moſt able; or at leaſt the moſt 
famous, profeſſor of the Royal College, 
and told him there was a prince come 


to demand his daughter; that he had 


fpared no pains to diſſuade him from it, 
and all to no purpoſe; adding, I would 
© have you, doctor, endeavour to bring 
© him to reaſon by your eloquence: to 
© thatend I ſent for you. The doctor 
obeyed, went to Calaf, and had a long 
conference with him. When it was 


over, he returned to Altoun-Can, and 


faid, * My lord, it is impoſſible to per- 


© ſuade the young prince; he will ob- 


© tain the princeſs or periſh, When I 
© found it was in vain to pretend to con- 
© vince him of the danger and madneſs 
© of his attempt, I had the curioſity to 
'© ſee whether his obſtinacy had no other 
© foundation than his love: I aſked him 
« ſeveral queſtions on different matters, 
© and was ſurprized to find him ſo learn- 
ed and knowing. He is a muſſulman; 
and ſeems to be well inſtructed in every 
thing that regards his religion. In 
fine, to ſpeak what I think, I can't 
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lieve if any prince is able to anſwer 
the princeſs's queſtions, this is he.” 
Ah, doQor?” cries the king, 5 how 
am I tranſported with what you tell 
me! Would to Heaven that this prince 
may be my ſon-in-law! As ſoon as 
I caſt my eye on him, I took an affec- 
tion to him. May he be happier than 
© the reſt who have come to periſh in 
this city!* The good King Altoun- 
Can was not contented to put his vows 
to Heaven for Calaf; he ordered pub- 
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lick prayers and folemn ſacrifices in the 


temples; an ox was by his command 
offered to Heaven, a goat to the ſun, and 
a hog to the moon: he ordered alfo, that 
the fraternities of artificers in Pequin 
ſhould hold their feſtivals in favour of 
Calaf, that he might obtain the prin- 

ceſs he came to demand, | 
After theſe prayers, ſacrifices, and 
feſtivals, the Chineſe monarch ſent his 
colao to the Prince of Nogais, to give 
him notice that he muſt prepare him- 
ſelf to anſwer the princeſs's queſtions 
the next day, when he would be 11 
or 


help telling your majeſty, that I be- 
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to appear before the divan, who had 
e orders to aſſemble for 
that purpoſe. 


DAY LXX. 
S much as Calaf was reſolved to 
try his fortune in this enterprize, 
be had not a very quiet night of it. 
Sometimes he truſted to his genius, and 
flattered himſelf with ſucceſs; ſome- 
times he loſt his confidence in himſelf, 
and imagined what ſhame it would be 
to him if his anſwers did not pleaſe the 
divan. Nor did he forget to think of 
Elmaze and Timurtaſch. * Ah!” ſaid 
he, if I die, what will become of my 
© poor father and mother? 

Such were his reflections, when day 
broke upon him. He preſently heard 
the jingling of bells, and the beating of 
drums, and gueſſed it was the ſignal for 
thoſe that were to aſſiſt at the aſſembly 
to give their attendance, He then ad- 
dreſſed himſelf thus to Mahomet: © O 
great prophet! thou ſeeſt my condi- 
© tion; inſpire me on this important oc- 
* caſfion! Shall I go to the divan, or to 
© the king, and tell him the danger ter- 
© rifies me?* He had no ſooner ſaid theſe 
words than he felt no more any of 
thoſe terrors. His boldneſs returned: he 
roſe and dreſſed himſelf in a caffetan and 
acloak of red filk with gold lowers; his 
ſtackings and ſhoes were of blue filk, 
and all his apparel a preſent from Al- 
toun-Can. 2 

When he was dreſſed, fix mandarins 
entered his chamber, arrayed in lon 
crimſon robes; and having ſaluted him 
as they had done the day before, they 
told him they came from the king to 


conduct him to the divan. 
He followed them, and was led by 


them croſs a court, where ſoldiers were 
drawn up on each fide. When they 
came into the firſt council-hall, they 
heard above a thouſand muſicians and 
fingers, who, finging and playing on 
their inſtruments, made a ſurprizing 


noiſe. From thence they went to the great 


council-hall, which had a communica- 
tion with the inner- palace. Here the 


aſſembly were fitting under pavilions of 


feveral colours, all round the hall. The 
moſt conſiderable mandarins were rang - 
ed on one ſide, the colao and the pro- 


teſlors of the Royal College on the other. 
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Several doors of known abilities wers 
in other places, In the middle were 


two thrones of gold, placed in two tri - 


angular ſeats. When the Prince of the 


Nogais entered, the noble and learned 


aſſembly ſaluted him with great reſpe&, 
but ſaid not a word; every one expect - 
ing the king's coming, kept a profound 
ſilence. It was about ſun-riſing; when 
the firſt rays of that bright ſtar appear- 


ed, two eunuchs opened the two ſides 


of the curtains before the gate of the 
inner-palace, and immediately the king 
came forth, accompanied by the Prin- 
ceſs Tourandocte, who wore a long 
robe of gold tiſſue, and a veil of the 
ſame. They both aſcended their thrones 
by five ſteps of filver. When they had 
taken their places, two very beautiful 


young women took their ſtands, one on. 


the king's fide, the other on the prin- 
ceſs's. 
toun-Can's ſeraglio; their faces and 
their breaſts were bare; they had large 
pearls in their ears, and held in their 
hands pen and paper, to write down what 


the king ſhould bid them. All that were 
preſent roſe up at the ſight of Altoun- 


Can, and kept ſtanding with great gra- 
vity, their eyes half ſhut. Calaf alone 
looked round him where he pleaſed; but 
he could not take his eyes off the prin- 


ceſs, nor help admiring her majeſtick 


mien. | 


When the mighty monarch of China 


had given orders to the mandarins and 
doctors to ſeat themſelves, one of the 
fix lords who had conduRed him to the 
hall, and ſtood by him, fifteen cubits 
from the two thrones, kneeled down, 
and read a memorial, containing the 
prince's demand of the Princeſs Tou- 
randoRe in marriage. He then roſe, and 
bid Calaf make three bows to the king, 
which the Prince of the Nogais per- 
formed with admirable grace; and Al. 
toun-Can could not help ſmiling, te 
let him know he took pleaſure in ſeeing 
him. | 


Then the colao roſe from his ſeat, and 


read with a loud voice the fatal edict 
which condemned todeath all thoſe bold 
loyers that did not give right anſwers 
to Tourandocte's queſtions, At the 


cloſe of it he addreſſed himſelf thus to 
Calat—* You hear, prince, what are the 
conditions on which alone you can 
© obtain the princeſs: if the apprehen- 
* fion of danger makes any impreſſion 
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They were two ſlaves of Al- 
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on your ſoul, it 18s now lawful for 
vou to go back. No, no, fays the 


Prince of the Nogais; © the prize in queſ- 
tion is too glorious to be renounced 


Ps 


gut of fear. 
4 
8 ; 


DAY ILXXI. 


RE king, finding Calaf was pre- 

& parcd to anſwer Tourandotte's 
teftions, turned to the princeſs, and 
fard, Daughter, it is now your time 


to ſpeak: propoſe your queſtions to this 


* ſpirits, to whom we have ſacrificed, 
* mſpire him to find out. the meaning 
* of your words!” Tourandotte re- 
plied—* I call our prophet Jackmouny 
E to witneſs, it is with regret I ſce ſo 


9 Pires prince; and may all the holy 


F many princes die: but why are they 


* fo obſtinately bent upon having me? 
© Why do not they let me live in quiet 
in my palace, without coming here 


© to make attempts on my. liberty ?— 


Know, then, audacious youth, added 
me, addreffing herſelf to Calaf, you 
© eannot blame me, but your own te- 
* merity, if, like the reſt of your rivals, 


© you ſutfer a cruel death: you your- 


If are the only cauſe o "nog de- 
* ftruStion, ſince I did not oblige you 
to come and demand me in marriage.” 

Fair princeſs, ſays the Prince of 
the Nogalis, I know all that can be 
fad to me on this head: be pleaſed to 


E put, your queſtions to me, and I'Il en- 


© deavour to give you the ſenſe of 
them. — Well, then,” replied Tou- 
randocte, * What creature is it who 1s 
« of all countries, a friend to all the 
* wortd, and has no likeneſs to it in the 
£ creation?'—*. Madam, ſays Calaf, 
© it is the ſun. “ Ile is in the right!” 
cried all the doctors; it is the ſun.— 
s What mother is it,” replied the prin- 
ceſs, * who, after having brought forth 
her children, devours them all when 
© they are grown up?'— The ſea,” 
ſays the Prince of the Nogais; for the 
« xivers that diſcharge themſelves into 
it, have their ſource from it.“ 
Tourandocte, finding the prince an- 
ſwered her queſtions right, was ſo net- 
tled, that ſne reſol ved to do her utmoſt to 
deftroy him. What tree is it, ſaid ſhe, 
« whoſe leaves are all white on the one 
c fide and black on the other?“ She was 
not ſatisfied with putting this queſtion 
to him; the maliciouſly threw off her 
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veil to dazzle and confound him with 
the luſtre of her beauty. Her deſpite 
and ſhame had given her a bluſh which 
added new charms to it; her head was 
adorned with natural flowers, placed 
with infinite art; and her eyes ſhone 
brighter than the ſtars, brighter than 
the ſun when he ſhines in his full glory 
at the opening of a black cloud. The 
amorous ſon of Timurtaſch, at the 
ſight of this incomparable princeſs, in- 
ſtead of anſwering the propoſed queſ- 
tion, ſtood mute and immoveable: a 
mortal terrorſeized the hole aſſembly, 
and the king himſelf turning pale, gave 
the prince over for loſt. 5 
But Calaf, recovering himſelf from 
his ſurprize, occaſioned by the ſudden' 
view of ſuch amazing beauty as was 
the Princeſs Tourandocte's, recovered 
alſo the divan out of their fright, by 
ſaying, * Charming princeſs! I beg 
© your pardon for having appeared in a 
manner ſtupified, when; as I thought, 
I beheld thoſe heavenly objects which 
are the fineſt ornament of the abode 
that is promiſed to the faithful after 
death: I could not look on fo many 
charms without being diſturbed. Be 
pleaſed to repeat the queſtion you put 
to me, for I do not remember it; you 
made me forget every thing. I de- 
manded, ſaid Tourandocte, * what 
tree is it whoſe leaves are all white on 


the one ſide, and black on the other?“ 


—* That tree, replied Calaf, repre- 
© ſents the year, which is compoſed of 
days and nights.” 8 

This anſwer was applauded by all the 
divan. The mandarins and doctors 
ſaid it was right, and beſtowed a thou- 
ſand prajſes on the young prince. Then 
Altoun-Can faid to Tourandocte 
© Come, daughter, confeſs thyſelf con- 
© quered, and conſent to marry thy con- 
© queror. The other pretenders could 
not anſwer one of thy queſtions, and 
© this prince, thou ſeeſt, explains them 
all.. He has not yet got the victory, 


replied the princeſs, letting down her veil 


to hide her confuſion, and the tears that 
trickled down her cheeks; I have other 


. © queſtions to aſk him, but Iwill pro- 


© pole them to-morrow.'——" No, no,” 
ſays the monarch; as for that, I will 
not allow that there ſhall be no end of 


your queſtions: all I ſhall agree to is, 
- © that you may aſk him another queſ- 


© tion on the ſpot.” The princeſs ex- 


cuſed herſelf, ſaying ſhe had only pro- 
vided 
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vided berfelf with thoſe that had been 
anſwered; and prayed the king her fa- 


ther not to refuſe her the liberty of put- 


ting more interrogatories to the prince 


the next dax. ; i 
I cannot allow it!* cried the Chi- 


neſe monarch in a paſſion; your de- 


« ſign is to puzzle this young prince, 
© and mine to diſengage mylelf from 
the terrible oath which I was ſo im- 
prudent as to make: how cruel are 
you? You breathenothing but blood, 
and take delight.in ſeeing the death 
of your lovers. The queen your 
mother was ſo troubled at the firſt 
mileries you were the cauſe of, that 


* 


ſhe died of grief, to think ſhe had 


« 

o 

s. 

£ 

- 

o 

0 

brought forth ſo barbarous a child; 
and I too, as you know well enough, 
© have been plunged in a melancholy, 
© which nothing could remove, fince I 
© have ſeen the wretched conſequences 
© of my complaifance for you: but 
thanks to the ſpirits that rule in Hea- 
ven, to the fun and to the moon, to 
© all thoſe to whom my ſacrifices have 
been acceptable; there ſhall be no 
more ſuch horrible executions in my 
© palace;they have already renderedyour 
name execrable. Since this prince has 
* anſwered rightly to what you pro- 
« poſed to him, I demand of all this aſ- 
« ſembly, whether it is not juſt he ſhould 
be your huſband,” The mandarins and 
doctors made a general murmur, and 
the colao ſpoke for them all thus— 
« My lord, your majeſty is not bound 
by the oath you took to execute your 
« rigorous edict; it is now the princeſs's 
duty to do her part; ſhe promiſed her 


hand to him that ſhould make right 


* anſwers to her queſtions. A prince 
has now done it, to the ſatisfaction” 
of all the divan: ſhe mutt either per- 
© form her promiſe, or expect that thoſe 
* ſpirits that have the charges of chaſ- 
tiſing the perjured, will not fail to pu- 
« nifh her. 


DAY LXXII. 


11 kept ſilence 

1 all this while, holding her head on 
her knees, and ſeeming overwhelmed 
with affliction: Calaf, obſerving it, fell 
proſtrate before Altoun- Can, and ſaid; 
Great king, whoſe juſtice aud good 
neſs have rendered the vaſt empire of 
* China ſoflouriſhing, I beg one favour 
of your majeſty; I ſceplainly the prin- 
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ceſs is highly grieved that I have been 
ſo happy as to anſwer her queſtions; 
ſhe certainly. would much rather that 
I ſhould have deſerved death, ſlie hav- 
ing ſuch an averſion for men, that, 
notwithſtanding her promiſe, ſhe re- 
jeds me. On my part, I am willing 
to renounce my right to her, upon 
condition that, in her turn, ſhe makes 
a right anſwer to a queſtion I ſhall 
propoſe to her.” | 7 
The whole ailembly were ſurprized 
at this diſcourſe of his.“ This young 
prince is mad,” ſaic they among them- 
ſelves, to run the riſque of loſing what 
* he has juſt acquired at the hazard ot 
© his life. Does he think he can find 
© out a queſtion that will puzzle Tou- 
© randocte? He mult certainly have lot 
his ſenſes.* Altoun- Can was alſo 
aſtoniſhed at Calaf's daring to make 
ſuch a demand of him. Prince,” ſays 
he, © have you thought well of what yon 
have been ſaying?*—* Yes, my lord,“ 
replies the Prince of the Nogais; * and 
© I befeech you to grant my requeſt. %— 
I do,* ſays the king; * but happen 
what will, I declare I am no longer 
obliged by the oath I made, and will 
not hereafter let any prince be put to 
death by virtue of it. Divine Fou- 
randocte, replied the prince, addreſ- 
ing himſelf to the princeſs, though, in 
the opinion of this learned aſſembly, 
my pretenſions to you are juſt; though 
by their judgment you are mine; 1 
quit my claim, I reſtore you to your- 
ſelf, I abandon the poſſeſſion of the 
moſt adorable beauty upon earth, I 
rob myſelf of ſo inyaluable a trea- 
ſure; provided you anſwer preciſely 
to the queſtion I ſhall put to you : but 
you muſt then alſo ſwear, on your 
part, that if you do not give a juſt 
anſwer, you will heartily conſent to 
my happineſs, and will crown my 
love.“ Yes, prince,* ſays Touran- 
docte, © I accept of the condition; I 
« ſwear by every thing that is ſacred, 
and call chis aſſembly to witneſs to my 
© oaths?” | 
All the divan were impatient to know 
what the queſtion would be which Calaf 
would put to the princeſs; and there was 
nobody but blamed him for expoſing 
himſelf, without any neceſſity, to the ha- 
zard of loſing the daughter of Altoun- 
Can: his temerity ſhocked them all. 
Fair princeſs,” ſays he, What is the 
© name of that prince who, after hav- 
ing endured a thouſand fatigues, and 
| | © begged 
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< begged his bread, finds himſelf this 
minute at the height of glory and joy? 
The princeſs conſidered a little with 


herſelf, and then ſaid, It is impoſſible 


to anſwer ſuch a queſtion preſently; 
but I promiſe to give you the name of 
that prince to- morrow.— Madam, 
eries Calaf, © I did not mention any 
time to reflect upon the queſtion; nei- 
© ther is it juſt to allow it you. How- 
ever, I will ſtill give you this farther 


"© fatisfaftion:_ I hope, after this, you 


© will have ſo much reaſon to think well 
© of me, that you will make no dift- 
« culty of marrying me. 

£ She muſt reſolve upowit,* ſays Al- 
toun- Can; if ſhe does not anſwer the 
© queſtion propoſed, ſhe muſt not pre- 
© tend, by Gon Lok, or affecting to 


1 be ſo, to eſcape her lover. If I was 


© not engaged by oath, and he had no 
right to her by the tenor of my edict, 
© I would rather let her die, than the 
© prince ſhould go without her. Can 
© ſhe hope ever to meet with a man 
more amiable? Having ſaid this, he 
roſe from his throne, and diſmiſſed the 
aſſembly: he retired into the inner-pa- 
Jace with the princeſs, and ſhe thence 
xetired to hers. | 


As ſoon as the king had quitted the 


@ivan, the doctors and mandarins com- 

limented Calaf on his wit. *I admire,” 
ſaid one, © your ready and eaſy concep- 
4 tion. There is no batchelor, ma- 
© ſter, nor doctor, ſaid another, that 
could have explained the queſtionslike 
you: al] the princes that have hither 
to offered themſelves, hadnothing near 
© your merit; and werejoice extremely 
that you have ſucceeded in your en- 
c terprize.” The Prince of the Nogais 
was not a little taken up with returning 
the compliments of thoſe who addreſſed 
them to him on this occaſion. At laſt, 
the ſix mandarins, who had conducted 
him to the council, reconducted him to 


the palace from whence they brought 


him; while the reſt of the mandarins 


and the doctors went their way, not 


a little uneaſy about the anſwer the 

daughter of Altoun- Can would give to 

the queſtion that had been put to her. 
DAY ILXXII. 


E Princeſs Tourandocte being 


returned to her palace, with the 
two young ſlaves that were her confi- 
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dants, as ſoon as ſhe got to her apart. 
ment, ſhe flung aſide her veil, threw 
herſelf on a fofa, and gave a looſe to the 
tranſports that her ſoul was full of; 
ſhame and grief were painted in her 
looks in lively colours; her eyes never 
ceaſed flowing with tears; ſhe tore the 
flowers ſhe wore about her head, and 
let her fair hair hang in diforder. Her 
two favourite flaves endeavoured to 
comfort her; but ſhe hade them both to 
leave her. Give over your ſuperfluous 
© cares for me, I will hearken to no- 
© thing but my deſpair! T will mourn 
and be affficted! What, alas! will be 
© my confuſion to-morrow, when in 
© full council, before all the doors of 
China, I own I cannot anſwer the 
© queſtion propoſed to me? © Is this,” 


© they will cry, that witty princeſs 


4% who valued herſelf fo much on her 
% knowledge, and who could unriddle 
& the molt difficult enigma?” - Ah!” 
continued ſhe, © they are all on the fide 
of the young prince; I ſa them look 


© pale and in a fright when he ſeemed 


© to be in ſome confuſion; and full of 
joy, when he found out the meaning 
© of my queſtions, I ſhall have the cruel! 
mortification to fee them again rejoice 


myſelf vanquiſhed! What pleaſure 
will they take in that S con- 
feſſion? and what a torment will it 
be to me to be reduced to it?” 
My princeſs, ſaid one of the flaves, 
inſtead of tormenting yourſelf before- 
hand; inſtead of repreſenting to your- 
ſelf what a ſhame your being over- 
come will be to you to-morrow would 
it not be better for you to endeavour 
to prevent it? Is what is propoſed to 
you ſo difficult that you cannot an- 
ſwer it? Is it too hard for ſuch a ge- 
nius and penetration as yours?” — 
Ves, replied Tourandocte, it is not 
to be anſwered: he demands of me 
the name of that prince who, after 
having endured a thouſand fatigues, 
and begged his bread, finds himſelf 
this minute at the height of glory and 
joy. I ſee plainly it is the prince him - 


* ſelf; but not knowing him, how can 
I tell his name? In the mean time, 


Madam, replied the ſame ſlave, you 
© have promiſed to name him to- mor- 
© row to thedivan: when you made that 


© promiſe, you, doubtleſs, hoped you 
© ſhould be able to keep it... I hoped 


* nothing!" ſaid the princeſs, © and — 
mance 


at my trouble, when I ſhall confeſs 
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PERSTAN TALES, 


© manded time only to kill myſelf with 
« ſorrow, rather than to be obliged to 
© own my thame, and marry the prince.“ 

The other favourite ſlave replied, It 
© is a deſperate reſolution: I know very 
« well, Madam, there is no man worthy 
vyouz but it muſt be allowed that this 
prince is a perſon, of ſingular merit, 
and his wit ought to ſpeak ſomethin 
to you in his favour. I do him jul- 
© tice, ſays the princeſs, interrupting 
her; if there is a prince in the world 
that deſerves I ſhould look favourably 
on him, it is he. Nay, I confeſs that, 
before I put my queſtions, I pitied him: 
I fghed when I ſaw him; and, what 
never happened to me before, I almoſt 
wiſhed he might give right anſwers. 
It is true, I bluſhed at my weakneſs; 
but my pride was too hard for it; and 
his anſwering my queſtions ſojuſtly as 
he did, made me more than ever his 
enemy. All the applauſes the doc- 
tors gave him ſo mortified me, that as 
I then hated, ſo I ftill hate him. Ah, 
wretched Tourandoctel die of deſpite 
and grief, rather than Jet a young man 
confound thee with ſhame, oblige thee 
© to own it, and to become his wife! 

At theſe words the tears guſhed out 
afreſh, and ſhe ſpared neither her hair 
nor her dreſs in the violence of her tranſ- 

orts. More than once did ſhe lift her 

3 to her fair cheeks to tear them, 
and puniſh her charms as the firſt au- 
thors of the confuſion ſhe had been in, 
and was threatened. with. Had not her 
ſlaves hindered her, ſhe would in her 
fury have ſpoiled that face, for whoſe 
image alone ſo many princes had ſacri- 
ficed their lives. In vain did her two 
attendants endeavour to appeaſe her; 
they could not calm the tempeſt of her 
mind. While ſhe was in this terrible con- 
dition, the Prince of the Nogais pleaſed 
his imagination with refleCting on the 
judgment of the divan, and was full of 
rapturous hopes of poſſeſſing his miſtreſs 
the next day, | 
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DAY LXXIV. | 
HEN the king was returned 


W from the council- hall to his 
apartment, he ſent for Calaf to diſcourſe 
with him in private on what had paſſed at 
the aſſembly. The Prince of the Nogais 


flew in obedience to his Majeſty's or- 


urs; and that monarch, embracing him 


with great tenderneſs, ſaid, © Ah, ſon! 
© eaſe me of the difquuet you have cauſed 
in my mind; I am afraid my daugh- 
© ter will anſwer the queſton you have 
« propoſed to her. Why did you bring 
« yourſelf into danger of loſing the ob- 
« jet of your love?“ My lord," re- 
plied Calaf, © I pray your majeſty to 
fear nothing; it is impoſſible for the 
« princeſs to name the prince I propoſed 
© to her, ſince I am he; and nobody 
© in your court knows me. What 
* you ſay,” cried the king, in a tran» 
ſport, encourages me; I confeſs I was 
* alarmed. Tourandocte has a great 
deal of penetration; and I trembled for 


© you, when J reflected on the ſub- 


tlety of her wit: but, thank Heaven 
I am now better ſatisfied. As eaſy 
as it is for her to find out the mean- 
ing of enigmas, ſhe can never know 
your name. I can't now accuſe you 
of raſhneſs; and I perceive, that what 
I took to be want of prudence, was 
an ingenious turn you made uſe of to 
take away from wy daughter all man- 
ner of pretext to deny you her hand. 
Altoun-Can having pleaſed himſelf 
with Calaf, in conſidering how impoſ- 
fible it was for his daughter to anſwer 
the queſtion, diſpoſed himſelf to take 
the diverſion of fowling: he was cloath= 
ed in a ſtrait caffetan, and his beard was 
tied up in a black ſattin bag. He or- 
dered the mandarins to prepare to fol- 
low him, and cauſed a dreſs for ſport to 
be given to the Prince of the Nogais, 
When they had made a ſort of running 
banquet, they all went out of the pa- 
lace: the mandarins firſt, in open ivo 
chairs, wrought with gold, carried —4 


R 8a K K M «a a & n a 


by fix men, with two marching before 
it, holding whips in their hands, and 


two behind with gold plates, on which 
were written in great characters their 
ſeveral qualities. The king and Calaf 
came after them, in a litter made of the 
richeſt wood; it was alſo open, and ſe- 
veral figures of animals. wrought on it 
in ſilver, the ground red: it was carried 
by twenty military officers; two gene- 
rails of Altoun-Can's armies marched 


on each fide of the litter, with each 4 


large fan in his hand to keep off the 
ſun; and three thouſand eunuchs fol- 
lowing, cloſed the train. 

When they came to the place where 
the officers of the falconry waited for 
the king with the birds of prey, they 
began the game, which was a quail» 
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chace, that laſted till ſun-fet: then the 
- monarch and his court returned to the 
lace in the fire order they went; 
and within"the- gate found Teveral pa- 
vilions of taffeta of various colours, 


placed in order, with tables in them 


readyfurniſhed, and fpread with all ſorts 
of proviſions cut in ſlices. Calaf and the 
mandarins, following the king's ex- 
ample, ſeated themſelves each at a little 
- ſeparate table, near which was another 
which ſerved for a ſide- board. The en- 
tertainment began with ſeveral cups of 
rice- wine: they then fell to eating, and 
drank no more till they had done; when 
Altoun- Can led the eie of the No- 
is to a great hall, very light, and full 
of ſeats ſo placed, that any ſight might 
be commodioufly ſeen by great numbers 
of people. The mandarins followed 
them, and the king himſelf regulated 
their places: he made Calaf ſit by him- 
ſelf on an ebony throne, adorned with 
figures of gold. | 71 
As foon as all were ſeated, the ſing - 
ers and muſicians came and performed 
their parts with great dexterity. Al- 
toun-Canwas charmed with it; and,full 
of the excellence of the Chineſe muſick, 
alked the fon of Timurtaſch, every now 
and then, what he thought of it. The 
ung prince, outof complaiſance, gave 
it the preference of all the muſick in the 
-world. The concertover, the muſicians 
and fin withdrew, to make room for 
an artificial elephant, who moving for- 
ward by ſprings into the middle of the 
hall, vomited fix 2 rags to 
capering and playing feats of activity: 
0 — almoſt — „having ini 
on but a kind of ſwaſhes about their 
middle, and brocade borfnets on their 
heads. After they had ſhewn their agi- 
lity, they got again into the elephant, 
and went out as they came in. Then 
appeared ſome actors, who acted an ex- 
tempore piece at the king's command, 
himſelf giving them the ſubjet, By 
the time all theſe diverſions were over, 
it vas late; and Altoun-Can and Calaf 
roſe to retire to their apartments, all the 
mandarins following their example. 


DAY LXXV. 
| T HE young Princeof the Nogais, 


conducted by an eunuch, who 
lighted him along with a flambeau of 
K&epent-0i4 mingled with wax, and ſet 


PERSIAN 
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in gold, ee Pear, to taſte the ſweets of 


ſleep as much as his impatience to meet 
the divan again would permit him, Up- 
on entering his apartment, he found 
there a young lady dreſſed in a red bro- 
cade robe, with filyer flowers very full, 
and upon it another of white ſattin, more 
ſtrait, embroidered with gold, and ſet 
thick with rubies and emeralds: ſhe had 
on a bonnet of plain roſe-colour taffeta, 
adorned with pearls, and embroidered 
with filver; it covered only the crown 
of her head, leaving her fine hair well. 


buckled with diamonds intermixed with 


artificial lowers, expoſed to view, As 
to her ſhape and face, nothing could be 
finer, nor more perfe&, the Princels of 
China excepted. The ſon of Timur- 
taſch was ſufficiently ſurprized to meet 
fo charming a lady alone at midnight in 
his apartment; he had not been able to 
look upon her with ſo much inſenſibility, 
had he not ſo lately ſeen TourandoRte; 
but could a lover of that princeſs have 
eyes for any one but her! As ſoon as the 
lady ſaw Calaf, ſhe roſe from the ſofa 
where ſhe ſat, on which the had put her 
veil; and, after having made him a 


pretty low bow, ſhe ſaid—“ Prince, I 


© doubt not you are aſtoniſhed to meet 


© a woman here, You cannot, doubt. 


© lefs, be ignorant that the men and wo- 
© men who dwell in this ſeraglio, are 
© forbidden to have any communication 
© together, under very ſevere penalties; 
but the importance of what I am go- 
ing to ſay to you, made me deſpiſe all 
« peril. I had the addrefs and good for- 
© tune to get over all obſtacles which 
* obſtrufted my deſign; J gained the 
© eunuchs that wait upon you: in fine, 
© I made my way to your apartment, 
© and have now nothing to- do but to 
© tell you what brought me here.” 

This introduction to her diſcourſe 
awakened Calaf's attention; he doubted 
not but a lady, who had run ſo much 
danger to tell it him, muſt have ſome- 
thing very extraordinary to ſay: he 
53 her to fit down again on the ſofa; 

e alſo took a feat, and then the lady 


went on with her ftory. It will not 


© be improper, my lord, to inform you, 


© 1n the firſt place, that I am the daugh- 


ter of a Can, tributary to Altoun- 


© Can; my father, ſome years ago, was 
© ſo bold as to refuſe to pay the uſual 
© tribute; and, truſting to a little ex- 
« perience he had in military affairs, he 


put himſelf into a poſture of defence 


e in 


4 
WE 
Way 
"2 , 

3 3 
ol 
: bh 1 
8 
24, 
„ 
Re 
7 of 155 F 
* 
S 
Re 
SH 
— K) I 

AE” . N 
THE N 
1 1 
OH” 4 
— 

Os ; 
TT." 
Ns 
3 
<2 1 
be SE 
828 
1 & 

5 5 3 
* *. 

7 l 
Y I 4 

4 LEO 
BIS 
BY ory 
RS 
8 

4.0 
Foes. 

— $2 1 

a : 
7 Le 
5 k 
Wo 
3 
CL IE 2 
3 

A 7 
> l 

1 
3 
3 
In? 2 4 
CLE 
5 . 

1 
3 
3 
Poa 
5 * 

F 
5 8 
5 
2. 137 2 
ALE 
TE. 

75 

„ 
bb Og gg 

Le 

RS 

7 

HE 

r 

ia 4 
2 

68-78 
E 
YE * 
P16 
En 1 
F 

"x 

83 
INE: 

FOAM 

B+ 

Neko} 

8 

1 

"ES 

n 

* 2 

"NY 
$1.85 

1 

. 
3 
ay 
Rae 5 
Fark 
ES 
"x; 
SE, 
ae 
3 
/ 3 
. 
fig 
2 
55 3 
Ms *. 
43 
5 . 
1 
8 
* 
29 
Fs = 
3 
. 
SIE 
ES 
N 
en 
7 
8 
of 
DW 
Z -41:F 
- SYS 
5 Ry $ 
0 0 4 I 
Sans 
- = * 
GR 
2 * * 
OM 
1 J 
8 
* 
R364 
Lat 
; 
2 
3 
i 
r 
3 
5 
TEE 
LATE 
"ELM 
n 
n 
3 
SIO 
23%-8 
540 
8 
8 
1 
Ls Lo 
228 
* : 
7 
fs 
7B SG 
8 5 
15-8 
EY 
r 
85 
A 


55 


* 
5 


2 


n 

2 en 
Goh: "NI 
e 


PERSIAN TALES. 


in caſe he was attacked. The King 
© of China, provoked at his boldneſs, 
© ſent one of his beſt generals againſt 
© him at the head of a powerful army. 
« My father, though much weaker, re- 
© ſolved to give him battle; which was 
* fought on the banks of a river, and 
© the Chineſe general got the victory. 
My father was killed in the action; 
© but, before he died, commanded that 
his wife and children ſhould be flung 
« into the river, to prevent their falling 
into ſlavery. Thoſe who received this 
* generous but inhuman command, exe- 
« cuted it: they threw me into the wa- 
© ter, together with my mother, ſiſters, 
© and two brothers, whoſe child hood 
kept them ſtill with us. The Chineſe 
* general happening to come, at the in- 
«* ſtant when we were flung in, to that 
very place of the river's bank, was 
© moved with compaſſion at ſo ſad and 
horrible a ſpectacle: he offered a re- 
£ ward to any of the ſoldiers who thould 
« fave any of the remains of the con- 
© quered Can's family. Several Chi- 
© neſe horſemen, notwithſtanding the 
* rapidity of the flood, plunged into it, 
© and made their horſes ſwim up and 
© down the river after our dying bodies, 
© which floated on the water: none of 
© them had life in them when taken up 
© but mine; and they found I breathed 
© when I was brought to ſhore. The 
general took great care to ſave me, as 
if it had been for his glory to do it, 
© and my captivity would add a luſtre 
to his victory: he brought me with 
* him to this city, and preſented me to 
© the king, after he had given him an 
account of his conduct. Altoun- Can 
placed me with his daughter, who is 
« two or three years younger than 1 
am. 

Though I was but a child, I con- 
ſidered with myſelf that I was a ſlave, 
and ought to behave myſelf ſuitably 
to my condition. I ſtudied Touran- 
« dofte's humour, did my utmoſt to 
© pleaſe her, and ſucceeded fo well in 
© it, that I gained her friendſhip. Ever 
© ſince that, I and another young per- 
* ſon, of illuſtrious birth, (the misfor- 
tunes of whoſe family have reduced 
* her alſo to ſlavery) have been her 
chief confidantes. I hope, my lord, 
continued ſhe, © you will excuſe me for 
* troubling you with a ſtory that has 
# no relation to what I came about: I 
* thought it convsnient to let you know 


© I am of noble blood, that you might 
© have the greater confidence in me; 
© for what I am going to tell you is of 
«© ſuck a nature, that you would hardly 
give credit to it from a ſimple ſlave; 


_ © nay, I queſtion Whether you will be- 


© lieve me, though the daughter of a 
« Can, Will a prince, in love with 
© Tourandotte, give faith to what I am 
© about to ſay of her? The ſon of 
Timurtaſch interrupted here.“ Say, 
* Canume! hold me, I pray, no longer 
in ſuſpenſe; but let me know what 
it is you have to tell me of the Prin- 
* cels of China. My lord,” replied 
the lady, © the cruel Tourandocte has 
© formed a deſign to have you aſſaſſina- 
© ted.” At theſe words Calaf fell on the 
ſofa like a man ſeized at once with hot 
ror and aſtoniſhment. 


DAY LXXVL 

HE captive princeſs, who fore- 

| ſaw what a ſurprize the young 
prince would be in, ſaid, © I do not 
© wonder that you are ſo ſtartled at ſuch 
© terrible news; and I find I had rea- 
© ſon to doubt whether you would be- 
£ lieve it.“ Juſt Heaven!* cried Ca- 
laf, when he came to himſelf, © what 
© have I heard? Can the Princeſs of 
China be guilty of ſo black a deſign? 
How could it enter into her heart? 
I will tell you, prince,” ſays the lady, 
how ſhe came to take fo horrid a re- 
ſolution, This morning, when ſhe 
was at the divan, here I ſtood behind 
her throne, ſne was mortally vexed at 
what happened; ſhe returned to her 
apartment full of hatred and rage 
againſt you: ſhe ſtudied a long time 
on the queſtion you had propoſed to 
her; and ngt being able to think of 
an anſwer to her mind, ſhe abandoned 
herſelf to deſpair. Both the other fa- 
vourite ſlave and myſelf did all we 
could to bring her into temper; nay, 
we left nothing unſaid that might 
give her a favourable opinion of you; 
we extolled your mien, your wit; 
and repreſented to her that, inftead 
of afflicting herſelf ſo immoderately, 
ſhe ought rather to determine to give 
ou her hand: but ſhe would not hear 
us, and fell a railing againſt men in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe ſtopped our 
mouths on that head. Handſomeor 
ugly, it is all one to her. They are 
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124 PERSIAN TALES, 


4 alike contemptible,“ ſays ſhe; and. 


46 ſhall all ahke be my eternal averſion! 
5 As to him you ſpeak of, I hate him 


e more than any of the reſt; and, ſince 
% J cannot rid myſelf of him but by 


% murdering of him, I will have him 
% mardered?*” : | 

I oppoſed ſo deteſtable a thing with 
all my might, continued the fair 
Nave; I ſet the terrible conſequence of 
© jt before the yo of Tourandocte; I 
© repreſented to 

would do herſelf by it, and the juſt 
horror futurity would have of her me- 
mory. The other favourite ſlave was 
not wanting, on her part, to back my 
reafons with hers: but all we ſaid 
ſignified nothing, we could not divert 
her from her barbarous purpoſe ; ſhe 
has given ſome truſty eunuchs in 
charge to take away your life to- 
morrow morning as you go from your 
palace to the divan.* 

Ah, inhuman princeſs! ah, per- 
t fidious FourandoRe!* cried the Prince 
of the Nogats, thus is it that you will 
© reward the paſſion of the wretched ſon 
of Timurtaſch! Does Calaf, then, ap- 
pear ſo horrible in your eyes? Would 
you rather rid yourſelf of him by a 
crime that will diſhonour you, than 
join your deſtiny with his? Great 
God! of what ſtrange adventures is 
my life made up? Sometimes I am ſo 
happy; that the happieſt may envy my 
fortune; and ſometimes ſo miſerable, 
that the moſt wretched may pity my 
miſery!” 

« My lord,” ſays the beauteous ſlave, 
though Heaven tries you by misfor- 
tunes, it would not have you fink un- 
der them; as you may ſee by the 
warning it gives you of the danger 
that threatens you: yes, prince, it 1s, 
without doubt, Heaven that put it in- 
to my thoughts to ſave you; for I did 
not only eome to tell you the ſnare that 
is laid for you, but alſo how you may 
avoid it. By the means of ſome eu- 
nuchs who are entirely in my inte- 
reſts, I have gained ſome ſoldiers of 
the guard, who will facilitate your 
eſcape out of the ſeraglio: and becauſe 
there will certainly be ſtrict inquiſi- 
tion made after you, and it may be 
found out that J was the author of 
© your flight, I am reſolved to go with 
you, and fly this fatal court,of which J 
* Joe. more than one reaſon to be weary. 


s Myflaverymakes me hate it, and your 
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er what an injury ſne 


uſage renders it fill more odious to 
me. There are horſes ready for us in 
© ſuburb of this city: let us be gone, 
and take refuge, if poſhble, in the 
5 territories of the tribe of Berlas. I 
zm related to Alinguer, their ſove- 
« reign: he will rejoice extremely to ſee 
* his relation delivered from the chains 
of the proud Altoun-Can, and will 
s receive you as my deliverer, 

* We ſhall both of us live more qui- 
« etly and happily in his tents than 
© here: I, treed from my captivity, 
© ſhall enjoy thoſe pleaſures which are 
© never to be known in bondage; and 
© you, my lord, may find out ſome prin- 
© ceſs worthy of your love; one who, 
far from forming deſigns againſt your 
life to avoid marrying you, will make 
© it her whole buſineſs to pleaſe you, if 
© ſhecan contribute to the happineſs of 
© ſo deſerving a prince as you are, Let 


aus loſe no time, but depart; and by 


* to-morrow morning we ſhall be far 
enough from Pequin to prevent be- 
© ing overtaken.” 

Calaf anſwered, © Fair princeſs, I re 
turn you a thouſand thanks for your 


danger I am in. Ah! that I could, 


out of gratitude, deliver you from 


© your ſlavery, and conduct you to the 
0 hoods of the Can of Berlas, your 
© kinſman! What a pleaſure would it 
© be to me to put you into his hands! I 
* ſhould by that diſcharge myſelf of 
* ſome obligations I have to him. But 
* tell me, Canume, ought I ſo abruptly 
to quit the palace of Altoun-Can, 
tho has done me ſo much honour? 
© What will he think of me? He will 
© believe I came to his court only to 
carry you away; and at the ſame time 
that I ſhould fly from it to prevent his 
© daughter's being guilty of; a bloody 
crime, he will accuſe me of violatin 
* the laws of hoſpitality: beſides, f 
© muſt own to you, as barbarovs as the 
© Princeſs of China is, my heart is ſo 
© weak that I cannot hate her. What 
© do I fay? hate her! Tadoreher. Iam 
devoted to her will; and, ſince the will 
* ſacrifice me, the victim is ready.” 
The captive-princeſs, finding the 
prince was reſolved to die rather than 
depart with her, burſt out into tears, 
faying, © Is it poſſible, my lord; that 
you ſhould prefer death to your gra- 
1 titude to a princeſs, whom you may 
© free from her chains? H Touras- 
x s gocte 


0 2 intentions to deliver me from the 
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PERSIAN TALES. 


c docte is fairer than I am, I have at 


'© leaſt another kind of heart than ſhe. 


Ah, how did I tremble for you when 
« you appeared this morning before the 
« divan! I was afraid you would not 
« anſwer right to the daughter of Al- 
« toun-Can's queſtions; and, when I 
found you did, a new trouble aroſe in 
my mind: it was doubtleſs a preſage 
of your being aſſaſſinated. Ah, m 

dear prince!* added ſhe, © I beſeec 

« you to conſider with yourſelf what 


_ © peril you are in; and be not burried 


away by a fury which makes you look 
© on death without changing counte- 
© nance. Do not, through a blind paſ- 
« fion, deſpiſe the danger that alarms 
me: give way to my jult fears for 
you, and let us both this moment 
quit the ſeraglio, where every minute's 


ſtay will be in torment.* To this the 


ſon of Timurtaſch __ My prin- 
© ceſs, whatever misfortune happens to 
© me, I cannot reſolve on ſo ſudden a 


reward your deliverer, and make him 
as happy as he need with of deſtiny: 
but I am not deſtined to be happy; it 


of the horror ſhe has conceived of me; 
and the life I ſhould hve at a diſtance 
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© from her would be worſe than death.” 


— Stay, then, ingrate!” ſaid the lady, 
interrupting him; * do not leave a place 
in which is all your delight, though 
you are to ſprinkle it with your blood. 
I ſhall preſs you no more to depart; 
«you do not care to fly in company of 
© a flave, If you ſee the bottom of my 


I heart, I alſo ſee into yours: as great 
1 a 3 as you have for the Princeſs 


of China, your averſion for me is as 
* ſtrong as your love for her.” Saying 
this, ſhe put on her veil, and went out 
of Calaf's apartment. 


DAY LXXVII. 


AFTER the lady was gone, the 

young prince ſat ſtill on the ſofa 

in great perplexity. Can I believe,” 
ſaid he to himſelf, © what I have heard? 
Was there ever ſuch barbarity! But, 
ah! what need have I to doubt it? 
The captive-princeſs deteſted the cru- 
el deſign of Tourandocte: ſhe came 

to give me warning of it; and the ge- 

neroſity of her ſoul is a ſure ſign of 

her ſincerity, Ab, thou barbarous 


flight. I confeſs you can very well 


is my fate to love Tourandocte, ſpite 


125 
daughter of the beſt of kings! is it 
thus you abuſe the gifts that Heaven 
has bleſſed you with? — Ah, ye pow- 
ers! how could you give ſuch perfect 
© beauty to ſo inhuman a princeſs? 
Why did you beſtow ſo many charms 
© where there is alſo fo much cruelty?*® 
Inſtead of going to fleep, he paſſed the 
reſt of the night in ſuch melancholy re- 
flections. As ſoon as day broke, the 
found of bells, and the noiſe of drums, 
gave him notice of the divan's meeting 
and not long after the tix mandarins, 
who had waited on him the day before, 
came to conduct him to the allembly. 
He croſſed the court where the king's 
guards were drawn up, and thought 
that was the place for his aſſaſſination. 
Far from thinking of defending him- 
felf, he went on as a man reſolved for 
death, and ſeemed even to blame the 
ſlowneſs of the aſſaſſins: however, he 
paſſed that court without any one's at- 
tacking him, and came to the firſt halt 
of the divan. Ah!” ſays he to him- 
ſelf, here doubtleſs are the bloody or- 
ders of the princeſs to be executed.“ 
He then looked about on all ſides, and 
every one he ſaw appeared to him as his 
murderer. He went on, and came at 
laſt to the hall where the aſſembly was 
to meet, without receiving the mortal 
blow he expected. 


K mw « 3a 


All the doctors and mandarins were 


already in their ſeveral pavilions; and 
Altoun-Can himſelf coming—* What 
does the princeſs mean?” ſaid the 
prince to himſelf. © Will ſhe be a wit- 
« neſs of my death, and have me mur- 
« dered before her father's eyes? Will 
© the king be an accomplice in the aſ- 
« ſafſination? or has ſhe changed hep 
© mind, and repealed her ſanguinary 
© decree?* While he was in this uncer- 
tainty, the gate of the inner-palace 
opened, and the king, accompanied with 
Tourandodte, entered the hall. They 
ſeated themſelves on their thrones; and 
the Prince of the Nogais ſtood before 
them at the ſame diſtance as the pre- 
ceding day. 

When the colao ſaw the king was 
ſeated, he roſe and demanded of the 
young prince, whether he remembered 
he had promiſed to renounce the princeſs 
if ſhe anſwered right to the queſtion he 
had propoſed to her. Calaf replied, 
© Yes!* and proteſted again, that on 
that condition, he. would no more pre- 
tend to the honour of being the * 

on- 
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ſon-in-law, Then the eolao addreſſed 
himſelf to Tourandofte. * And 
you, great princeſs,” ſays he, know 
© what oath you have taken, and to 
© what you are bound, if you do not 


© now name the prince as the queſtion 
© was put to you. The king, fatisfed 


that ſhe could not anſwer Calaf's queſ- 
tion, ſaid to her, Daughter, you have 
© had all the time you could well deſire, 
* tothink of what was propoſed to you; 
© butif —_ had had a year allowed you 
© to ſtudy upon it, I believe, notwith- 
© ſtanding your penetration, you would 
© at laſt be obliged to confeſs the mat- 
© ter was impenetrable to you: then, 
£ ſince you cannot find it out, give 
« yourſelf  chearfully to this young 
« prince, and ſatisfy the defire I have to 
© fee him your huſband, He is worthy 


< of you, and to reign with you after 
© me, over the nations of China.'— 


My lord,” ſays Tourandocte, why 
do you imagine that I cannot anſwer 
« theprince's queſtion? it is not ſo dif- 
« ficult as you think it is. If I had 


« yeſterday the ſhame of being van- 


© quithed, I pretend to-day to have my- 
0 if the honour of the victory: I 
© ſhall preſently confound this raſh 
© young man, who has too ill an opi- 
nion of my underftanding. Let him 
© aſk me his queſtion, and I ſhall an- 
s ſwerhim." 

Madam, fays the Prince of the 
Nogais, I demand of you, what is 
© the name of the prince who, after 
£ having endurgd a thouſand fatigues, 
© ayd begged his bread, finds himſelf 
this moment at the height of glory 
© and joy?'—* The prince's name, re- 


plied Tourandocte, is Calaf, and he 
Lis the ſon of Timurtaſch.“ As ſoon 


as Calaf heard her name him, his co- 
lour changed, a miſt gathered over his 


eyes, and he fell into a ſwoon. The 
king, and all the aſſembly, judging by 
it that Tourandocte had named the 


name the prince demanded of her, turn- 
ed pale, and remained in a great con- 
ſternation. 


DAY ILXXVIII. 


Fl 


A® TER Prince Calaf was reco- 
vered from his ſwoon by the aſſiſt- 


ance of the mandarins, and even the 


king himſelf, who deſcended from his 
throne to help him, he addreſſed himſelf 


LOEB 
e 


thus to Tourandocte. Fair princeſ, 


© you are miſtaken, if you think you 
f how made a right anſwer to my queſ- 
© tion: the ſon of Timurtaſch is not at 
the height of joy and glory; he is ra- 
ther covered with ſhame, and over- 


whelmed with grief.*—* I agree with 
you, ſays the princeſs, © that you are 


« 

« 

6 

4 

not now this moment at the height of 
glory and joy, but you were fo when 
© you put the queſtion to me. Where- 
fore, prince, inſtead of having re- 
© courſe to frivolous evaſions, confeſs 
that you have loſt all manner of pre- 
« tenſions to Tourandocte: I may, then, 
s 
* 
6 
6 
c 
4 
£ 
4 
o 
s 


refuſe you my hand, and give you 


over to grief for the loſs of. it. How- 


ever, Iwill keep you no longer in ſu- 


ſpenſe, but let you, and all this af- 
ſembly, know, that T am now in ano- 
ther diſpoſition with reſpect to you: 
the king my father's friendſhip for 
you, and your particular merit, have 
determined me to take you for my 
huſband.” | 
At this the whole divan burſt out 
into acclamations of joy; the manda- 
rins and doctors highly applanded the 
princefs's diſcourſe. The king went vp 
to her, embraced her, and faid, My 
child, you could do nothing in the 
world that would pleaſe me more! 
you will by this efface out of the minds 
of my people the ill impreſſions they 
have received of you, and will give 
Four father the ſatisfaction he has 
ong defired, and defpaired of ever re- 
ceiving. Your averſion to mankind, 
an averſion fo contrary. to nature, de- 
prived me of the dear hopes of ſeeing 
rinces of my blood born of you. It 
is a happineſs that your hatred has 
now an end; and what makes it ſtil} 


R «a = 


us, continued he, how could you 
find out the name of a prince whom 
you did not know? What charm did 
you make uſe of to diſcover it?. 
My lord,* replied Tourandocte, it 


knew it, but by an accident natural 
enough. One of my ſlaves went laſt 
night to Prince Calaf, and had the 
addreſs to get the ſecret out of him: 
he can do no leſs than forgive my 
© taking the advantage of her treachery, 
© fince I do not make an ill uſe of it. 

Charming Tourandocte, ' cried the 


Prince of the Nogais, is it poſſible you 
| _ mould 
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more ſo, is, that it is in favour of a 
young hero whom I love. But tell 


was not by any enchantment that IL 
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t ſhould think fo favourably of me? 
Out of what terrible an abyſs have 
you raiſed me, to the firſt place in the 
© world > Ah, how.unjuft was I, while 
vou was. preparing ſo much felicity 
« for me, to think you capable of the 
« fouleſt of all perfidies? Deceived as I 
vas by a horrible fable, that took from 
me the uſe of my reaſon, I returned 
the moſt injurious ſuſpicions for your 
goodneſs. How impatient am I toex- 
© piate at your feet the injuſtice I did 
you! | 

The amorous fon of Timurtaſch was 
going on in this fond manner, when on 
2 ſudden he was obliged to ſtop by the 
coming up of a female flave, who till 
then had ſtood behind the Princeſs of 
China; and advancing: now into the 
middle of the aſſembly, made every one 
attentive to what ſhe was about to ſay. 

As ſoon as ſhe lifted up her veil, Ca- 
laf knew her to be the fame perſon he 
had ſeen the night before in his apart- 


ment, Her countenance was as pale as 


death, her eyes looked ghaſtly, and ſhe 
ſeemed to be bent on miſchief. The 
ſpectators were amazed; and Altoun- 
Can, as well as the reſt, was impatient to 
know what the had to ſay. She turned to 
TourandoRe, and ſpoke thus: Prin- 
* cels, it is high time to undeceive you. 
I did not $0 to Prince Calaf to get 
him to diſcover his name to me: I 
did not take that Rep to do you a ſer- 
vice. My own intereſt alone made 
me hazard it. My deſign was to de- 
liver myſelf from flayery, and to rob 
you of your lover. I had prepared 
every thing for our flight together. 
le rejected my propoſal, or rather, the 
ingrate deſpiſed my tenderneſs. How- 
ever, I ſpared no pains to diſengage 
bim from you. I repreſented you 
© as one of the proudeſt and moſt cruel 
© creatures in the world; nay, I told 
* him you intended to have him aſſaſſi- 
© vated this day. In vain did Icharge 
* you with fo black a deſign. It had 
no influence upon his conſtancy. He 
* flew out into paſſion a little, and I left 
* him in it, his eyes being witneſſes of 
my ſpite and confuſion. Jealous, and 
in deſpair, I returned to your apart- 
ment, and pretended that what I did 
was all out of pure affection to you. 
It was not, therefore, to deliver you 
from the embarraſſment you were in 
that I told you the name you wanted 
to know; he dropped it in one of his 
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a afreſh flood of tears; and Calaf alſo was 


© tranſports, and I doubted not but you 
« were fo great an enemy to mankind, 
© that you would be glad to ſend away 
* Calaf: in fine, I thought by that to 


prevent your marriage with him. But, 


* ſince my artifice has been ineffectual, 
© and you aredetermined to marry him, 
I have nothing now to do but this 2 

At theſe words ſhe plucked out a can- 
giar ſhe had concealed under her robe, 
and plunged it into her breaſt, 


DAY LXXIX, 


"PHE whole aſſembly ſhook with 
horror at ſo terrible an action, and 


* Altoun-Can as much as anyone, Ca- 


laf's joy had an abatement, and Tou- 
randocte crying out, deſcended from 
her throne to help the princeſs, and fave 
her life if poſhble : the other favourite 
flave ran alſo to her with the ſame kind 
intention, as did the two ladies who 
waited with pen and paper; but before 
they came, the captive princeſs, thinkin 
ſhe had not doneenough to kill herſelf, 
ſtruck the poniard a ſecond time into 
her breaſt; and all the company about 
her could do for her, was to receive her 
dying body in their arms. Ah, Adel- 
mule!' ſays the Princeſs of China; 
my dear Adelmule, what have you 
* done? Would nothing elſe ſatisfy 
you? continued ſhe weeping. * Why 
did you not laſt night open your mind 
to me? Why did you not tell me it 
« would kill you if I married Prince 
© Calaf? Is there any thing I ſhould 
not have done for ſuch a rival as yout* 

At theſe words the captive princeſs 
0 ny her dying eyes, and turning 
them languiſhingly towards Touran- 
dotte, ſaid, © It is over, my princeſs; 
I ceale to live and to ſuffer. Do net 
© pity my fortune; commend, rather, my 
« generous reſolution, I deliver my- 
elf by death from a double ſlayery 
from the chains of Altoun-Can, and 
© thoſe of love, which are more cruel 
© than his. I ſucked in with my milk 
© the doctrine of Xacaz and you need 
© not then wonder I had the courage to 
© do this. I am returning to my ori- 
© ginal nothing. She then gave adeep 
ſigh, and expired. 

The mandarins and doctors were 
mightily afflicted at the ſad end of Adel- 
mule's life. Tourandocte hurſt out into 
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in great affictiĩon, looking on himſelf as 
tde cauſe of this tragical event; nor was 
the good King of China leſs troubled 


— of 3 
— — _ a 5 U 4 + 
2 ; . 
. ˙ A nod ei: i Ne A > voy ire 
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en his part. Ah, unhappy princeſs !* 
aid he, the only and precious re- 
mains of an illuſtrious houſe ! what 
© ſervice was it to you now that you 
* was taken out of the waters? Ah 
5 you had been happier if you had died 
the ſame day with the unfortunate 
© Keycobad, So Can of the Catalans, 
* your father, and the reſt of your fa- 
© mily: may you at leaſt, after having 


* paſſed through the nine hells, be born 


again daughter of another ſovereign, 


at the firſt tranſmigration!ꝰ 5 
- Altoun-Can was not contented with 
making this mournful lamentation over 
the Princeſs Adelmule; he ordered her 
n royal funeral; the corpſe was laid in a 
palace by itſelf, it was cloathed in rich 
apparel all white; and, before it was put 
inte the coffin, the king, with all the 
officers of his houſhold, went to do re- 
verence to it, and preſent it with per- 
fumes. It was afterwards put into a 
eoffin made of black aloes wood, and 
placed on akind of throne erected for it 

the middle of a great court. It re 
Mained there a whole week, and the 
mindarins ladies, in mourning from 
head to foot, were obliged to viſit it 
every day, and each of them to make 


i four reverences with all ſigns of ſor- 


v. After this ceremony, when the 
day . by the grand mathema- 
tician for it's interment was come, the 
coffin was put on an open chariot co- 


vered with filyer plates, intermixed with 


Agures of animals done in black. Then 


@facrifice was made to the genius that 


guarded the chariot, that it might be 


— ve to the funeral; and the coffin 


ing ſprinkled with fweet water, the 
— began. It laſted three days, on 
account of ſeveral ceremonies and pauſes 
that were to be -made before the cha- 
tiot could arri e at the mountain where 
ure the tombs of the kings of China: 
for Altoun-Can would have the aſhes 
of the Princeſs Adelmule depoſited with 
thoſe of the princes of his own houſe ; 
a favour Tourando&e had deſired of 


de king her father for her deceaſed fa- 


vourrnte ſtave. 

When the chariot was come to the 
Mountain, the coffin was taken out of 
it, to be placed on another more rich 
Kill chan the firft. Then the aſſiſtants 
fagrifieed a bull fprinkled with aroma- 


and to 
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tick wine, and ſeveral thin gs were of- 
fered to the earth, to pray it to receive 
favourably the corpſe of the princeſs. 


DAY LXXX. 


| HEN Adelmule's 3 was 


over, a new face appeared in the 
court of China. Grief and mourning 
were laid aſide, and joy and ſplendor 
ſucceeded. Altoun-Can ordered pre. 
parations to be made for Calaf's mar- 
riage with Tourando&e; and while it 
was doing, he ſent ambaſſadors to the 
tribe of Berlas, to inform the Can of 
the 3 what had paſſed in China, 
eſire him to come thither, with 

the princeſs his wife. c 
When every thing was ready, the 
marriage was ſolemnized with a pomp 
and magnificence fuitable to the quality 
of the bride and bridegroom; maſters 
were not appointed for Calaf, as was 
uſual; and the king, to ſhew his parti- 
culareſteem for his ſon-in-law, would 
in his favour diſpenſe with the cuſtom 
of the huſband's doing daily reverences 
for a certain time to the wife, daughter 
of the king of China. Nothing was to 
be ſeen at court for a whole month but 
ſhews and feaſts; and nothing but re- 

joicings over the great city of Pequin. 
The poſſeſſion of Tourandocte did 
not at all abate the heat of Calaf s love; 


and that princeſs, who had till then 


looked on all men with contempt, could 
not help loving ſoaccompliſhed a prince. 
Some time after the marriage, the am- 
baſſadors Altoun-Can had ſent to the 
territories of Berlas, returned, and a 
good company with them. They 
brought not only the father and mother 
of che king's ſon-in-law, but Prince A- 
linguer himſelf; who, to do hanour to 
Elmaze and Timurtaſch, accompanied 
them, attended by the greateſt lords of 
his court, to that of China. 


The young Prince of the Nogais hav- 


ing notice of their coming, did not fail 
to go and receive them. He met them 
at the gate of the palace. We muſt 
imagine his joy at the ſight of his father 


and mother, and their tranſports to ſee 


him again; for words cannot expreſs it. 
They all three embraced ſeveral times; 
and their tears at every embrace drew 
them alſo from the eyes of the Chineſe 
and Tartars that were proſent. 
Calaf then ſaluted the Can of * 
an 
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and made him his acknowledgments for 
his favours to hipiſelf and his parents, 
eſpecially for accompanying his father 
and mother to the court of China, To 
which Prince Alinguer replied, that 
having been ignorant of the quality of 
Timurtaſch and Elmaze, he had not 
paid them the reſpect that was due to 
them; and that, to make up what had 
been wanting an that account, he 


thought he could do no Jeſs than ac- 


company, them to the court of Altoun- 
Can. Upon this, the Can of the Nogais, 
and the princeſs his wife, made their 
compliments to the ſovereign of Berlas, 
and then they all entered the palace, 
to wait on Altoun-Can, That monarch 
received them in the outward-hall ; he 
embraced them all one after another, 
and then conducted them to his cabi- 
net; where having let Timurtaſch know 
the pleaſure he took in feeing him, and 
his concern for his misfortunes, he aſ- 
ſured him he would employ all his 
forces to revenge him on the Sultan of 
Carizme. Nor was what he ſaid a com- 
pliment only, for he immediately ſent 
orders to the governors of the pro- 
vinces, that the ſoldiers of the cities 
within their ſeveral juriſdictions ſhould 
with all poſſible diligence march to- 
wards the Lake of Baljouta, which was 
appointed to be the place of rendezvous 
for the formidable army that was to aſ- 
ſemble there. The Can of Berlas, who 
foreſaw this war, and deſired to con- 
tribute to reſtore Timurtaſch to his ter- 
ritories, when he came from Home had 
ordered the firſt captain of his troops to 
hold them in readineſs to take the feld; 
and he now commanded him to march 
alſo to the lake of Baljouta, without loſs 
of time, | 
WhileAltoun-Can's army was march- 
ing from all quarters to the place of ren- 
dezvous, the king omitted nothing for 
the royal and friendly entertainment of 
his princely gueſts. He ordered to each 
of them a ſeparate palace, with a great 
number of eunuchs, and a guard of two 
thouſand men. Every gay he feaſted 
them, and every night had new diver- 
ſions prepared for them, ſtudying all the 


ways he could'think of to pleale them. 


Calaf, though his thoughts were taken 
up with ſo many other things, did not 
forget his old haſteſs: he with pleaſure 
called to mind her concern for him, he 


cauſed her to be brought to the palace, 


and prayed Tourandodte to receive her 
into her ſervice. 


DAY LXXXI. 


HE hopes Timurtaſch and the 
Princeſs Elmaze had conceived of 
being reinſtated on the throne of the 
Nogais Tartars, made them inſenſibly 
forget their paſt misfortunes; and Tou- 
randocte's being delivered of a fine 
poets overwhelmed them with joy. 
ejoicings for the birth of this prince, 
who was called the Prince of China, 
were made in all the cities of that vaſt 
empire, Nor were they over, when 
couriers brought advice from the officers 
who had received orders to aſſemble the 
army, that the Chineſe troops, and thoſe 
of the Can of Berlas, were arrived at 
the Lake of Baljouta, As ſoon as they 
had this intelligence, Timurtaſch, Ca- 
laf, andAlinguer, departed to put them- 
ſelves at the head of them; and when 
they arrived at the camp, they found 
ſeven hundred thouſand men ready to 
march. They immediately took the 
route toColan; from whence theymarch- 
ed to Cachgar, and'proceeding thence, 
entered the territories of the Sultan of 
Carizme. | 1 
T hat prince being advertiſed of their 
march and number, by couriers ſent 
him by the governors of his frontier 
places; inſtead of being diſheartened by 
the approach of ſo many enemies, pre- 
pared with a great deal of courage to 
give them a warm reception. He did 
not ſtand to intrench himſelf; he was 
ſo bald as to march out and meet them 


at the head of four hundred thouſand 


men, which he had with all diligence 
got together. The two armies met near 
Cogende, and a bloody battle enſued. 
On the Chineſe fide, Timurtaſch com- 
manded the right-wing, Prince Alin- 
guer the left, and Calaf the center. On 
the other - ſide, the ſultan gave the com- 
mand of his right-wing to one of his 
molt able generals; his center was com- 
manded by his fon the Prince of Ca- 
rizmez and hisleftwing, wherein were 
his beſt cavalry, he reſerved for him- 
ſelf. The Can of Berlas began the 
battle with the ſoldiers of his tribe, who 
fought like people who were in their 
walker d fight, and ſoon forced the ene- 
my's right-wing to give ground; But 
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the officer who commanded them reco- 
vered it a little. 
with Timurtaſch; the ſultan put him 
into diſorder at the ſirſt charge, and the 
Chineſe had betaken themſelves to their 
heels, had not Calaf, informed of what 


had paſſed, left the care of the center to 


an old general, and ran with ſome choſen 
troops to the aſſiſtance of his father. 
Things had then another face in a very 
little time: the left of the Carizmians 
were put into diſorder in their turn; the 


ranks were broken, and the whole wing 


routed. The ſultan, who would either 
conquer or die, did wonders to recover 
the day; but Timurtaſch and Calaf did 
not give him time to rally his ſoldiers. 
They ſurrounded him on all ſides; and 
Prince Alinguer having put the right 
wing alſo to flight, the Chineſe ſoon 
became entire-maſters of the field and 
their enemies, | 

The Sultan Carizme had no way left 
to eſcape the Chineſe, but to fight his 
way through them. He choſe rather to 
die gloriouſly in the battle, than to ſur- 
vive with infamy.; ſo throwing himſelf 
into the middle of the moſt furious of 
his enemies, he continued fighting deſ- 
perately til] he fell down dead to the 
ground, having received wounds in all 
parts of his body. The Prince of Ca- 
vizme, his ſon, had the ſame fate. TWO 
hundred thouſand men were killed or 
taken priſoners; the reſt got off by fa- 
vour of the night. The Chineſe loft 
alſo abundance of men; but, if it was 
a bloody battle, it was alſo a decifive 
one. Timurtaſch, after having render- 
ed thanks to Heaven for his happy ſuc- 
ceſs, ſent an officer to Pequin, to give 
the King of China a particular account 
of it, advanced himſelf into the terri- 
tories of Zagalay, and made himſelf 
: maſter of the city of Carizme. 


"8 
DAY LXXXII. 


T the capital of the Carizmians he 
publiſhed a declaration, that he 
would invade no man's liberty nor pro- 
perty; that God having given him poſ- 
leſſion of the throne of his enemy, he 
would keep it; and that Zagalay, and 
the other countries that were ſubject to 
the ſultan, ſhould now receive his fon, 
Prince Calaf, for their ſovereign. The 
Carizmians, weary of the domination 
of their laſt maſter, and convinced that 


It did not fare fo well 


Jund. 
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Calaf's would be more mild, chearſully 
ſubmitted to him, and proclaimed him 
their ſultan, having an high opinion of 


his merit. While the new ſultan of 
Carizme was taking his meaſures for 


eſtabliſhing his power, Timurtaſch went 


with part of the Chineſe troops to re- 
cover his own dominions. The No- 
gais Tartars received him like faithful 
ſubjects, who rejoiced to ſee their law- 
ful ſovereign again; and Timurtaſch, 
not contented with being reinſtated on 
his throne, declared war with the Cir- 
caſſians, to be revenged on them for 
their treaſons towards Prince Calaf at 
Inſtead of endeavouring to ap- 
peaſe him by ſubmiſſions, the Circaſ- 
fans in all haſte raiſed an army to reſiſt 
him: he beat them, cut them almoſt all 
to pieces, and cauſed himſelf to be de- 
clared King of Circaſſia. After that, 
he returned to Zagalay, where hemet 
the Princeſs Elmaze and Tourandotte, 
whom Altoun-Can had ſent thither 
under the conduct of one of his favou- 
rite generals, with a good army and a 
royal train. 

Such was the end of Prince Calaf's 
misfortunes. His virtues acquired him 
the love and eſteem of the Carizmians, 
He reigned over them a long time in 
peace; as much in love as ever with the 


charming Tourandocte, by whom he 


had another ſon, who was after him 
Sultan of Carizme. As for the Prince 


of China, Altoun-Can bred him up, 


and choſe him forhis ſucceſſor. Timur- 
taſch, and the princeſs his wife, paſſed 
the reſt of their days at Aftracan: and 
the Can of Berlas, after having re- 
ceived from them, and their ſon, thoſe 
acknowledgments that were due to his 
generoſity, returned to his tribe with 
the reſt of his troops, 


The Princeſs of Caſmire's nurſe 
having finiſhed the ſtory of Calaf, de- 
manded of Farruknaz's women what 
they thought of it. They all ſaid 


1t was very moving, and that Ca- 


laf appeared to them to be a virtuous 
prince, and a perfect lover. For my 
part, ſaid the princeſs, * I take him 
© to be rather vain than amcrous; that 
© he ran on without thinking: in a 
© word, that he was what we call a 
« young man, As to the old King of 


© Mouſel, the good Fadlallah,* con- 


tinued ſhe, ſmiling, * it muſt be 2245 | 
; £ e 


© he was a tender and faithful huſband; 


but inſtead of dying on the ſpot with 
© his dear Zemroude, he could make a 
© ſhift to live fifty years afterwards to 
« mourn for the loſs of her.” 

« Well, my princeſs,” ſays the nurſe, 
« fince neither Calaf nor Fadlallah will 
« ſatisfy your delicacy, if you will ſuf- 
«© ferme, Iwill tell you the ſtory of the 
« King of Damaſcus and his VIzier; 
« perhaps you will like it better. 
« With all my heart, replied Farruk- 
naz: * my women are too much de- 
« lighted with what you tell them, to 
« deny them the pleaſure of hearing 
© you. It 1s true, your 1mages are 
« agreeable enough; but, Sutlumeme, 
© my dear Sutlumeme!? added ſhe, it 
© js in vain for you to draw men in ſuch 
«© beautiful colours; their faults appear 
through all your painting.“ 


THE HISTORY OF KING BEDREDDIN 
LOLO, AND HIS VIZIER ATAL- 
MULCK, SURNAMED THE SOR» 
ROWFUL VIZIER, 


REDREPDIN, King of Damaſ- 
cus, (replied the nurſe) had a vi- 
zier an honeſt man, as the hiſtory of his 
time tells us. This miniſter, whoſe 
name was Atalmulck, was not un- 
worthily ſo called, he being a bleſſing 
to the kingdom. His zeal for the king's 
ſervice was indefatigable, his vigilance 
equal to his zeal; his genius was pene- 
trating and extenſive, and his difinte- 
reſt was admired by all people: but he 
was called the Sorrowful Vizier, be- 
cauſe he always was in a profound me- 
lancholy, always ſerious whatever hap- 
pened at court, merry or ridiculous. 
He never laughed at a jeſt, nor put him- 
ſelf out of his grave and ſolemn air. 
The king, one day, had ſome private 
diſcourſe with him, and told him very 


frankly,and ſmiling,anadventureofhis. 
The vizier liftened to it very attentive» 


ly, and with ſo much gravity, that Be. 


dreddin was ſurprized at it. Atal- 


<* mulck,” ſays he, © you are a man of 
© a ſtrange humour; you are always ſad 


© and penſive: for theſe ten years that 
you have been near m 7 on, I have. 


not obſerved one joyful look in your 


© countenance,'—=" My lord,” replied. 


the vizier, your majeſty ought not to 
* wonder at it; every one has his cares 
and troubles, There is no man upon 


* 
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© earth exempt from ſorrow. . You 
© have ſome reſerve,* ſays the king, 
© ſomeſecretgrief you will not tell me 
of; and will you therefore affirm, that 
© every body is, or ought to be, as you 
© are? Doyoureally think as you ſpeak?? 
— Yes, my lord,“ replied Atalmulck; 
© ſuch is the condition of the ſons of 
Adam. No man's mind is ever to he 
perfectly at eaſe. Judge of others 
by yourſelf, Is your majeſty, Sir, in 
© full content??”—* Pugh, cried Be- 
dreddin, I cannot be ſa; I have enemies 
© upon my hands, and the weight of an 
empire. A thouſand cares diſtract 
me, and diſturb the quiet of my life. 
But I am fatisfied there is an infinite 


world, whoſe pleaſures have no ſuch 
mixture of ſorrow, and whoſe joy is 
uninterrupted with any ſuchdiſquiet,? 


% a Aa aA X X a 


DAY LXXXIII. 


HE VizierAtalmulck perſiſted ſtill 

in what he had aſſerted; and the 
king ſeeing him fo poſitive, ſaid, If 
© nobody is free from vexation, every 
one at leaſt is not alike always ſa 
afflicted. 1 own to you, you have ex- 
cited in me an extraordinary curioſity 
to know what makes you fo ſad and 
thoughtful. Tell me why you are fo 
inſenſible of mirth and laughter, the 
ſweeteſt charms of ſociety.*—* I will 
© obey you, my lord,” replied the vi- 
zier, and diſcover to you the cauſe of 
my ſeveral griefs, by telling you the 
«© ſtory of my life.“ 
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THE HISTORY OF ATALMULCK, 
SURNAMED THE SORROWFUL vi- 
ZIER, AND OF THE PRINCESS ZE» 
LICA REYUME, » 

C 1 Was the only ſon of a rich jeweller 

* of Bagdad; my father's name was 
Coaja Abdallah, and he ſpared no 
coſt in my education. While I was 
yet a child, he put maſters over me to 
teach me ſeveral ſciences, as philofo- 
phy, law, divinity, and eſpecially all 
the languages that are ſpoken in Aſia, 

that they might be uſeful to me if I 

ſhould fravel into other Aſian coun» 
ttics. I naturally loved pleaſure and 
expence, My father obſerved it with 
great grief; he endeayoured by good 

| R 3 * counſel 
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© counſel to maſter that inclination of 


© mine; but how little do the wiſe diſ- 
© courſes of a father prevail over a de- 
*bauched ſon! I never minded what 
Abdallah faid to me, imputing all to 


the peeviſhneſs of age. As I was 


© once walking with himin our garden, 
© and he, as it was uſual with him, was 
© blaming my conduct, he ſaid—“ I ſee, 
vb fon, all my reprimands are grievous 


& to you: but you will ſoon get rid of 


«© ſo troubleſome a counſellor. The 
« angel of death is not far off me. I 
& am now going to launch into eterni- 
«« ty, and to leave you poſſeſſed of great 
4% wealth: have a care how you make 
can ill uſe of it; at leaſt, if you are fo 
«© unhappy as to ſquander it away idly, 
6 be ſure have recourſe to the tree you 
«& ſte in the middle of this garden; tie 
«© the fatal rope to one of the branches, 
and by that prevent the miſeries that 
attend poverty.“ 

As he ſaid, he died ſoon after. I 
© buried him with great ſplendor, and 
© then took poſſeſſion of all his eſtate. 
I found it ſo great, that I thought I 
might ſafely give a looſe to my extra- 

vagant humour. I increaſed the num- 
ber of my domeſticks. I got all the 

oung fellows of the city about me, I 

4 t open houſe, and was guilty of 
all kind of debauchery; ſo that I in- 
ſenſibly laviſhed away all that was left 
me. My friends ſoon abandoned me; 
and all my domeſticks, one after ano- 
ther, quitted my ſervice. What a 
change was this! I had not courage 
© to bear it. I then, too late, remem- 
© bered my father's laſt words. How 
« do I delerve,” ſaid I, © to be in the 
& miſery to which I am reduced? Why 


c did I not hearken to Abdallah's 


« counſel? He had reaſon to adviſe me to 
er be a good huſband. Is there any con- 
te Jjtion in life ſo inſupportable as want 
« after abundance? A , let meat leaſt 
« do for once as he bid me! I don't for- 
« get that he adviſed me to put an end 


% to my life if I ſhould become poor, 


% or Iam! I will follow his counſel, 
te which is in this as judicious as it 
% was in what related to ceconomy ; 
« for, in ſhort, when I have fold my 
4% houſe, the only thing that is left me, 
e and which will at beſt but maintain 


& me a few years, what ſhall I do then? 
10 J ſhall be forced to beg my bread, or 
te to ſtarve, What a choice is that ? I 
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% had better preſently hang myſelf. 1 
** cannot too ſoon drive theſe dreadful 
* thoughts out of my head.” In this 
* fit of deſpair I went and bought a 
rope. I ran to the tree in my garden, 
which my father had ſpoken to me of. 
It ſeemed to me to be very proper for 
my deſign. I put two great tones 
to the feet of it; I got upon them, 
and lifting up my arms, tied one end 
of the rope to a great branch; I made 
a running knot at the other end, and 
put it about my neck; after which I 
eaped off the two ſtones. The knot, 
which Thad tied very well for the pur- 
poſe, had almoſt ftrangled me; when 
the branch of the tree, to which it 
was tied, broke down, and I fell with 
it, | | 
I was at firſt very much mortified; 
that the pains I had taken to hang my- 
ſelf were fo ineffectual; but looking 
round about me, and ſurveying the 
branch of the tree more narrowly, I 
was ſurprized to ſee ſome diamonds 
that had fallen out of the hole in 
which the branch had been fixed, and 
ſeveral diamonds alſo that had come 
out of it, for it was hollow. I ima- 
$7069 the tree might be ſo too; I ran 

or an axe, and cut through it. As 


fide were an infinite number of rubies, 
emeralds, and all forts of precious 
ſtones, I immediately took off the rope 
from about my neck, and fell from 
the deſpair in which I had put it on, 
into as violent a fit of joy.” 


DAY IXXXIV. 


B EING convincedof my father's 
AF tenderneſs and prudence by this 
adventure, I e at Jaſt to purſue 
the ſame courſe of life he had done; 
and, inſtead of giving my ſelf uptoplea- 


well enough verſed in it; and from my 
{kill in ſtones had no fleed to fear of 
miſcarrying. I entered into partner- 
ſhip with two jewellers of Bagdad, 
who had been my father's friends, and 
were going to trade at Ormus, We 
all three went to Baſra, freighted a 
ſhip, and embarked on the gulph 
which goes by thatname, We lived 
lovingly together, and had a good 
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I imagined, ſoI found it; and within - 


ſure, to follow his profeſſion. I was. 


voyage. We made merry aboard, and 
s ware 
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gation, when I perceived that my 
partners were not ſo honeſt as they 
ſhould he. We were almoſt at the 


go aſhore, which added very much 
to our mirth: in this humour there 
was no want of wine; we had laid in 
a good ſtock of the moſt excellent. 
A having drank heartily, I fell 
aſleep, about midnight, in my cloaths 
on à ſofa. While I was aſleep, my 
partners took me and threw me into 
the ſea, out of a window. I awoke 
while I was in their hands, but was in 
the water before I knew what they 
were about to do with me: it is a 
wonder I had not periſhed, and gone 
to the bottom. It was foul weather; 
but the waves bore me up, as if by 
the particular command of Heaven, 
and landed me at the foot of a moun- 
tain near the point of the gulph. 
When I came aſhore, I found myſelf 
pretty well, as to health, and ſpent 
the reſt of the night in thanking God 
for my deliverance. 

As ſoon as day appeared, Ielimbed 
up the mountain; I had much ado to 
get to the top of it, it was ſo ſteep: I 


bourhood, whoſe employment was to 
gather cryſtal, and carry it to fell at 
Ormus. I told them what danger I 
had been in; and they, as well as my- 
ſelf, looked on my eſcaping it as a 
miracle. The good people took pity on 
me; they gave me ſome of their pro- 
viſions, which conſiſted chiefly in rice, 
and conducted me to the great city of 
Ormus, when they had got their load- 
ings of cryſtal. I went to lodge at 
a caravanſerail; and the firſt man I 
met with there was one of my hopeful 
partners. 
He ſeemed in an extreme ſurprize 
at the ſight of me, not doubting but, 
before that time, ſome ſea- monſter or 
other had devoured me: he ran to find 
out his comrade, to tell him of my ar- 
rival, and conſult what reception they 
ſhould give me. They were not long 
ſtudying about it; a moment after I 
{aw both of them enter the caravan - 
ſerail: they paſſed by me in the court- 
yard, without ſeeming to have any 
manner of knowledge of me. Ah, 
ye rogues!” ſays I, Heaven has 
** rendered your treachery uſeleſs; and, 
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were almoſt at the end of our navi- 


point of the gulph, and preparing to 


there met ſome peaſants of the neigh- 


, 


133 


© ſpite of your barbarity, I am ftill 


alive. Reſtore immediately all my 


e jewels to me; I will not have any 


“thing to do with ſuch raſcals!” A 


© this diſcourſe, which one would think 
* was enough to confound them, they 
© had the impudence to cry out, Ah, 
© youthief! you villain! what trick is it 
« you would put upon us? What jew- 
© els, what goods, have we of yours?“ 
Then they fell upon me with their 
ſticks, and beat me, both of them. 
I threatened to make my complaint to 
the cady: they were before-hand with 
me; and, being got to the judge's 
| houſe before I could, they made him 
ſeveral low bows, pulled out ſome 
jewels, which very probably weremy 
own, and, making a preſent of them 
to the cady, addreſſed themſelves to 
him thus. O thou mirror of juſ- 
tice, thou ſun of right and equity! 
* whodifſipateſt the clouds of villainyg 
ſuccour us, we beſeech thee. We 
are poor helpleſs ſtrangers, who are 
© come from the farthermoſt parts of 
the earth to trade here. Is it fair that 
© we ſhould be inſulted by a robber? 
© Shall he be ſuffered to take from us, 
© by a cheat, what we have got by a 
© thouſand pains and perils?” Who 
© is it you complain of?” ſays the 
judge. My lord,” replied they, 
«© we don't know him; we never ſaw 
4 him in our lives before.“ Juſt as 
© they ſaid fo, I came myſelf to the 
* cady; and, as ſoon as they ſaw me, 
* they cried out, This, my lord, is 
the rogue, the thief! he has the bold- 
«« neſs to come into your preſence, 
© which ought to terrify the guilty. 
Protect us, great judge, from this 
© impoſtor !*? 
© I drew near the cady, to ſpeak to 
him in my turn; but having nothing 
to preſent him with, it was impoſſible 
for me to be heard by him: the com- 
oſed look, which was a token of my 
innocence, ſo prejudiced was he 


A 


my impudence. He immediately 
ordered his ofas to carry me to priſon, 
which they did very exactly; and, 


partners returned in triumph, well 
fatisfied that I ſhould ſtand in need of 
another miracle to get out of the hands 
of the cady. 
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DAY 


* me, ſeemed to him to be a ſign 
© 


while I was loading with irons, my 
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© was a native of Bagdad, and that, 


DAY LXXXV. 
F 


* " Should not perhaps have got clear 


© of him, ſo well as I did of the 
waves in the gulph, without an ac- 
eident, which could be nothing but 
the immediate hand of Heaven. The 
« peaſants who brought me to Ormus, 
© underſtanding L was thrown into gaol, 
went, out . to the cady, and 
© cold him the circumſtances of their 
meeting with me, and all that J had 
© told them on the mountain. The 


judge, upon this, began to think he 


© was in the wrong -was forry that he 


had not given mea hearing—and re- 


© ſolved to dive into the bottom of the 
© matter. *Heſent to the caravanſerail 
for the two jewellers: but the birds 


were flown; they had made the beſt of 


© their way fo their ſhip, and put to 
© ſea; for though the judge had been 
on their ſide, they were afraid of 
* fanding by it. The cady was now 
5 fatisfied that I was unjuſtly uſed, and 
© ordered me to be ſet at liberty. Such 
* was the end of my partnerſhip with 
5 theſe two honeſt jewellers. | 

Being thus delivered from the ſea, 
* and the judge, I ought to have looked 
upon myſelf as a man who had no 
* (mall thanks to tender to Heaven for 
6. his preſervation: but I was not in ſuch 
n happy condition as to eſteem it a 
very great bleſſing. I had neither mo- 
© ney, friends, nor credit; J was re- 
E duced to live upon charity, or die of 
5 hunger. I departed from Ormus, not 
© knowing whither to go: I went to- 
* wards the plain of Lar, between the 
* mountains and the Perſian Gulph. 
When I came there, I overtook a ca- 
5 ravan of merchants of Indoftan, who 
«. were travelling to Chiras: I accom- 
* panied them; and, by my readineſs 
5 todothem any little ſervices, I fared 
pretty well among them, I ftaid at 
-Chiras with them, at the time King 
Shad Tahmaſpe kept his court there, 
As I was one day coming from the 


8 * 


where I lodged, I eſpied one of the 
King of Perſia's officers: he was 


He looked attentively upon me, came 
up to me, and ſaid, “ Young man, 
c whatcountryman are you? I ſee you 
* are a ſtranger here, and in no ve 

% good-circumitances.”” I replied, I 
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grand moſque to the caravanſerail, 


richly dreſſed, and very handſome. 


at that time, it was not as it had been 
* with me. I then told him my ſtory, 
He ſeemed to hearken to it very at- 
© tentively, and to pity my condition, 
* How old are you?”” ſays he. In 
© my nineteenth year,” replied 1. Up- 
© on which, he ordered me to follow 
© him (which I did) to the king's pa- 
© lace, and entered it with him. He 
© carried me to a fine apartment, and 
aſked me what my name was: I told 
© him, © Hafan!” He aſked me ſeveral 


© other queſtions, to which I gave him 


© aspertinentanſwersas Icould, * Ha- 
“ ſan,” replied he, I am very ſorry 
& for thy misfortunes, and will be a 
“ father to thee. Know, then, that I 


% am the King of Perſia's capi-aga : 


6e there is a page's place vacant in the 
© caſoda; I will give it to thee. Thou 
* art young and handſome: I cannot 
* make a better choice; and do not 
© Know a youth among the caſodali that 


will make a better figure.“ 


© I thanked the capi-aga, with all 
© poſſible reſpe& and ſubmiſſion, for 
his favour. He took me into his pro- 
tection, and had me drefled like a 
page: I was inſtructed in all the du- 


charge them in ſuch a manner as 
quickly gained me the eſteem of our 
zulufhs, and did honourto my patron, 
„All the pages of the twelve cham- 
bers, as well as all the officers of the 
palace, and the ſoldiers of the guard, 
were forbidden, on pain of death, to 
ſtay in the gardens of the ſeraglio af- 
ter ſuch an hour in the night, becauſe 
the women then walked there. I was 
one evening there all alone, muſing on 
1 misfortunes: my head was ſo full 
of them, that I inſenſibly let the time 
{lip at which I ſhould have retired. I 
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was late, made hat haſte I could to 
return into the palace; when a lady, 
of a ſudden, ſtopped me at the end of 
an alley, ſaying, © You are in great 
© haſte, ſure! What makes you run ſo 
« faſt?” Notwithſtanding it was night, 
© I could perceive ſhe was young and 
© beautiful; and replied, J have rea- 
«« ſons for it; and if, as J doubt not, 
«© you belong to the palace, you cannot 
«© be ignorant of them. You know 
« that all men are forbidden to ſtay in 
c theſe gardens after ſuch an hour; and 
6 that it is as much as a mav's life is 


: : | cc worth 
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ties of my place, and began to diſ- 


recollected myſelf; and, judging it 
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ec worth to be found here when it is 
& paſt,” You have thought of it a 
<« ]ittle too late, then, ſaid the lady; 


ce it js paſt already, and you may thank 


“ your ſtars for their kind aſpect: if you 
« had not met me, you had been a dead 
cc man.” I üwas in ſuch an amazement 
that I minded nothing but the danger 
my life was in; and cried, “ How un- 
« happy am I to let the hour ſlip!” 
Po not trouble yourſelf,” ſays the la- 
« dy; ** your affliftion will be mine, and] 
© think you ought not to look on your- 
« (elf as unhappy: I want neither 
« beauty nor youth, and flatter myſelf 
« there are not many faces in this ſe- 
« raglio that can be thought more 
<« aprecable.” —*< Fair lady,” ſaid I, 
« though the night deprives me of the 
« happineſs of ſeeing your charms to 
« advantage, I behold more than 
© enough to enchant me: but put your- 
« ſelf in my caſe, and you will agree 
te that it is not a very pleaſant one. 
« It is true,“ replied ſhe, ** there is 
«© not much pleaſantry in it: however, 
ce your deſtruction is not ſo ſureas you 
« imagine; the king is a good prince, 
and may pardon you. What are you?“ 
A caſodali, Madam, faid I. The 
ce truth is,” replied ſhe, © you are very 
% conſiderate for a page: the Atema- 
© qoulet could not be more. Come, be 
« ruled by me; do not think to-day of 
„hat ſhall happen to-morrow: you 
« know it not; Heaven keeps it to 1t- 
« ſelf; and, perhaps, has already pre- 
cc pared a way for you to get out of this 
« difficulty. Leave that to the future, 
« and mind nothing now but the pre- 
« ſent. If you knew who I am, and 
« the honour this adventure does you, 
« inſtead of walting theſe happy mo- 
«« ments in melancholy reflections, you 
© would efteem them the moſt fortu- 
nate of your life, and yourſelf the 
«© happicſtof mortals. At this, Ibe- 
gan to forget the peril I was in; the 
image of the puniſhment. inſenſibly 
vaniſhed out of my mind, and the moſt 
« tranſporting ideas ſucceeded. I did 
not ſtay long to conſider, but reſolved 
* to improve the occaſion: I took the 
* lady in my arms; but ſhe was fo far 
o 
< 
c 
0 


from yielding to my careſſes, that ſhe 
cried out, and I was immediately ſur- 
rounded by ten or twelve women, who 
had concealed themſelves to heaxken to 
© our converſation,” | 244 
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DAY. LXXXVE : 
© F T was no hard matter for me, then, 

© to perceive that the lady was on 
a frolick, and had all the while ban- 
tered me: I thought it might be ſomt 
ſlave of the Princes of Perſia, who had 
done it for her divertion. © The other 
women came immediately to her aſſiſt- 
ance: they laughed at what had paſſedz 
and, though ſhe was all in a fright 
one of them cried, laughing,“ Cale 
« Cairi, are you for ſuch another fro- 
6e lick?” - No, indeed!“ replied 
© Cale Cairi; © IT will do fo no more: T 
« have paid for my curioſity.” The 
« ſlaves, upon this, came about me, 
and raillied me. I his page is a for- 
« ward youth,“ ſays one of them: #2 
„% rare man for adventures!“ - 1 
&« would not deſire to meet a better,“ 
© cried another, “if J were to Walk 
* alone: he is for the preſent minute, 1 
ce ſee.” They laughed at every word 
© they ſaid; and, as much a page as I was, 
© their laughter put me quite out of 
© countenance: if I had rejected the 
opportunity, their raillery could not 
© have been more picquant, nor. could 
© I have been more confounded. 

* 'T hey did not fail to put me in mind 
© of my ſlipping the time for getting 
out of the garden. It is pity,” ſaid 
© they, he ſhould die for it; he de- 
5 ſerves to be ſpared, purely for being 
&« ſo devoted to the ſervice of the la- 
cc dies.“ Then ſhe who I had heard 
© name Cale Cairi, addreſſing herſelf 
© to another, ſaid, It is you, my prin- 
© cels, that are to determine his fate. 
«© Will you have us give him over for 
© a loſt man, or ſhall we help him out 
& of his diſtrefs?? “ I think, re- 
© plied the princeſs, ©* he mult be de- 
6 ljvered out of this danger: let him 
& not die this time; T agree to it, Nay, 
ce that he may remember this adventure 
c the longer, we muſt make it a little 
«© more pleaſant to him: let us carry 
“ him to my apartment, which as yet 
« no man can boaſt the ſight of.“ At 

theſe words, one of the flaves fetched 

me a woman's dreſs; I put it on, and, 
making one of the princeſs's train, 
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which ſhone with an inſinite number 
of perfumed lamps, whoſe odour was 
very agreeable; the apartment ſeemed 
| * to 
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© accompanied her to her apartment, 
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was to be ſeen on all ſides but gol 
£ and ſilver. 
When L entered the chamber of Ze- 
© heaBeghume, (for that was the name 
© of the Princeſs of Perſia) I obferyed 
there were about fifteen or twenty 
© brocade ſtools on a tapeſtry carpet: all 
© the ladies placed themſelves on the 
'© ſtools in a circle, and they made me 
© fit down alſo. After this, Zelica call - 
© ed for refreſhments: at the inſtant ſx 
© old flaves, not fo richly dreſſed as 
.© thoſe that fat down, brought in and 
« diſtributed among us mahramas; and 
© then ſerved about, in a great baſon of 
© martabam, a ſalad made of herbs of 
E yarijous kinds, citron-juice, and the 
© pith of cucumbers. 'They ſerved it 
© firſt to the princeſs, in a cockno's 
© beak; ſhe took a beak of the ſalad, 
© eat it, and gave another to the next 
© flave that fat by her on- her right- 
© hand, which ſlave did the fame as her 
'< miſtreſs had done: fo the whole com- 
© pany went round till there was no- 
© thing left in the baſon. This done, 
* the fix old flaves before-mentioned 
brought us very fair water in cryſtal 
© cups. 


When the collation was over, the 


© converſation grew as ſprightly as if 
© wehaddrank date-brandy; Cale Cai- 
© ri, who, by chance or otherwiſe, fat 
© over-againſt me, ſometimes looked 
© upon me and ſmiled, ſeeming to tell 
© me by her eyes, that ſhe was not an- 
” ory at me for my being fo briſk with 
© her in the garden: I could not help 
©. ogling her too; but looked down upon 
© the ground when I ſaw ſhe perceived 
4 it. All the company ſaw plainly that 
J was ſtill very much embarraſſed, 
© notwithſtanding I did what I could 
© to ſhew a little aſſurance. Theprinceſs 
and her women ſeeing it, endeavour- 
© ed, on their ſide, to give me more 
© boldneſs. Zelicaaſked memy name, 
© and how long I had been a page in 
the caſoda: when I had anſwered 
1 her, ſhe ſaid, Well, Haſan, though 
« you know this apartment is for no 
«> men, and that T am Zelica, yet for- 
„ get where you are, and what I am. 
« Be free, and as eaſy as if you were 
4 among the citizens wives of Chiras: 
« look upon all thefe young women 


4% here; examine them with attention, 
« and tell us frankly which of them 


« pleaſes you moſt,” 


- PERSIAN TALES. 
© to be as rich as the king's; 2 


DAV IXXXVIT. 


1 HE Princeſs of Perſia, inſtead 

* of emboldening me, as ſhe 
© thought, by this diſcourſe, increaſed 
my trouble and confuſion, © I ſee, 
“ Haſan,” ſays ſhe, that what I re. 
** quire af you puts you to more pain 
* than you were in before. You are 
afraid, without doubt, that if you de- 
“ clare for one, you will diſpleaſe all 
*© the reſt: but do not let any ſuch fear 
*© hinder you; my women agree ſo wel] 
“together, that you cannot make a 
* breach among them; look upon us, 
“ then, and tell us which you would 
c chuſe for a miſtreſs, if it was permit- 
te ted you to make a choice.” Though 
© Zelica's ſlaves were all very hand- 
© ſome, and the princeſs herſelf as hand- 
* ſome as any of them, yet in my mind 
I preſently gave the preference to the 
© charms of Cale Cairi: but I hid my 
« ſentiments, for fear of affronting Ze- 


© lica; telling her, ſhe ought not to put 


© herſelf on the ſame foot, or diſpute a 
© lover with her ſlaves, fince ſuch was 
© her beauty, that wherever ſhe appear- 
© ed, nothing beſides herſelf could be 
© eſteemed beautiful. Saying this, I 
© could not help looking on Cale Cairi, 
© in a manner which let her ſee, what 
© I faid was out of flattery. Zelica alſo 
perceived it, and ſaid, © You are too 
& much a flatterer, Haſan; I muſt have 
© you be more ſincere: give me the ſa- 
&. tisfa&jon I defire of you; ſpeak what 
e you think; all my women beg it of 
© you; you cannot pleaſe us more.” 
© Indeed, the flaves were very preſſing 


© with me, eſpecially Cale Cairi: ſhe 


© was more earneſt than any of the reſt, 
© as if the gueſſed that ſhe was more 
© concerned in it. 


© In fine, I yielded to their intreaties; 
© I put on a bold face upon it; and ad- 


dreſſing myſelf to Zelica, faid, I 
« vill obey you, great princeſs. It would 
be very difficultto 4 
* is handſomeſt, the beauty of each is 
6 fo charming; but the amiable Cale 
« Cairi is ſhe for whom I find I have 
% molt inclination.” I had no ſooner 
done ſpeaking, but all the ſlaves burſt 
out a laughing, without ſhewing the 
© leaſt ſign of deſpite: I could however 
6 percerve, that they had not quite 
© thrown off the ſex, out of delicacy. 
6 Zelica, inſtead. of being offended at 
| pf ng þ 
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PERSIAN TALES. 137 


© my frankneſs, ſaid, „ I am glad, 
“ Haſan, that you have given the pre- 
c ference to Cale Cairi; ſhe is my fa- 
« yourite, which is a proof of your 
« having no ill taſte; you do not know 
« the worth of the perſon you have 
« made choice of: as well as we all 
« look, we have all of us ſincerity 


« enough to acknowledge ſhe has the 


« advantage of us.“ Then the prin- 


« ceſs and the ſlaves raillied Cale Cairi 


© upon the triumph of her charms, and 


« ſhe returned it with a great deal of 


© wit: after which Zelica cauſed a lute 
to be brought, and giving it to Cale 
« Cairi—** Shew your lover,“ ſaid ſhe, 
« what you can do.“ The favourite 
«© {lavetuned the inſtrument, and played 
© upon it ſo finely, that I was tranſ- 
« ported. She accompanied it with her 
voice, and ſung a ſong, the ſenſe of 
© which was, that When one has made 
choice of a lovely object, one ought to 
lade it all one's life-time. As ſhe ſung, 
© the every now and then turned her 
© eyes to me, and with ſo much tender- 
nels, that, forgetting in whoſe preſence 
* I was, I threw myſelf at her feet in a 
« rapture of love and pleaſure. At this 
they all fell alaughing more thanever, 
and continued it till an old ſlave came 
to give them notice that day was 
breaking, and if I was to go out of 
the womens apartment, it was high 
time, Upon which Zelica and her 
women bade me follow the old wo- 
man, who led methrough ſeveral gal- 
leries, and by athouſand turnings and 
windings, brought me to a little gate, 
of which ſhe had the key. I went out 
at it, and perceived, as ſoon as it was 
day, that I was got out of the palace. 
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DAY II. 
6 HUS was I delivered from the 


new peril, into which I had 
imprudently fallen: I went to my fel- 
low pages ſome hours after; and the 
Oda Bachi demanded why I lay out 
* of the palace. I anſwered, that a 
* friend of mine, a merchant of Chiras, 
being about to depart from Baſra with 
* all his family, had kept me at his 
* houſe, and that we had ſpent the night 
in drinking, He believed what I ſaid; 
© and having chid me a little, left me. 


a «a Aa 


I was too much charmed with my 


late adventure, not to have it always 
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in my thoughts: I called often to my 
mind every the leaſt circumſtante of 
it, and particularly thoſe that moſt flat- 
tered my vanity; which were ſuch as 
gave me reaſon to believe the prin- 
ceſs's favourite ſlave had not looked 
upon me with indifference. Eight days 
after, an eunuch came to the door 
of the king's chamber, and ſaid he 
wanted to ſpeak with me. I wentto 


© him, and aſked his buſineſs. < Is not 
«« your name Haſan?” ſays he; I re- 
* plied, © Yes.” He then gave me a 
© billet, and vaniſhed in an inſtant. It 
was ſaid in it, that if I was diſpoſed to 


be the next night in the garden of the 
ſeraglio, after the hour of retiring, 
and at the ſame place here J had been 
met, I ſhould find a perſon who was 
very ſenſible of the preference I had 
given her to all the princeſs's women. 
Though I ſuſpected that Cale Cairi 
had taken a liking to me, I did not 
expect to receive a letter from herz 
and being perfectly giddy with my 
good fortune, I aſked leave of the 
Oda Bachi to ſee a derviſe, my coun- 
tryman, lately arrived from Mecca. 
He gave me leave; I ran, I flew, to 
the gardens of the ſeraglio as foon as 
it was night. If I was ſurprized by 
the time, when I was laſt there, in 
return, it now ſeemed long; ſo im- 
patient was I to meet my charming 
Cale Cairi, I thought the hour of re- 


tiring would never come. However, 


it came; and a little after I ſawa lady, 
whom by her ſhape and air F knew 
to be the ſame for whoſe coming 
I waited, I went up to her, tranſ- 
ported with pleaſure and joy; and, 


throwing myſelf at her feet, had ſo 


far loit myſelf in the tranſport, that 
I could not ſay a word to her. Riſe, 
Haſan,” ſaid ſhe; „I would fain 
know if you love me: I muſt hare 
other proofs than this tender and paſ- 
ſionate filence to convince me of it; 
ſpeak ſincerely, is it poſſible that you 
could think me handſomer than all 
my companions, and than even the 
Princeſs Zelica herſelf? May I be- 


lieve your eyes were more favour- 


able to me than to them?“ Doubt 
it not,“ replied I, © oh, too lovely 
Cale Cairi! my heart had declar- 
ed for you a long time before the 
princeſs and her women forced my 
lips to pronounce the deciſion be- 
tween you and them, Your image 
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6 has not been owt of my mind a mo- 
& ment ſince that night, and you will 
c always be preſent there, ＋ pan you 
e never ſhould think kindly of me. 

„J am pleaſed, ſays ſhe, that 
« you are in theſe ſentiments, ſince I 
t Oven I could not help having afriend- 
« ſhip for you: your youth, your per- 
4 ſon, your wit, and, above all, the 
© preference you gave me to all thoſe 
4% fair ladies, has rendered you amia- 


te ple in my eyes; what I am now do- 


* ing is ſufficient proof of it, But, 
e ah, my dear Haſan!** added ſhe, 
* ſmiling, „I know not whether I 
c oughttorejoice at the conqueſt I have 
5c: made, or to look on it as a thing that 
* will make my life miſerable. — 
„ Ah, Madam!” ſaid I, why do yon 
% give way to ſuch a thought, amidſt 
46 the tranſports that your preſence 
& cauſes in me?*%—* It is not, re- 
© plied ſhe, © a groundleſs fear that in- 
«- trudes upon our pleaſures; my alarms 
* are too well founded; and you know 
© not what it is that troubles me. The 
«© Princeſs Zelica loves you; and, de- 
c ſcending from all her pride, ſhe will 
6 ſoon let you know your happineſs, 


ce when ſhe confeſſes that you have 


& found the way to pleaſe her. How 


«© will you receive ſo glorious a con- 
c“ feſſion! Will your love of me hold 


c out againſt the honour of having the 
& firſt princeſs in the world for your 
© miſtreſs?” There interrupted her 
46% Yes, my charming Cale Cairi, not 


„ Zelica herſelf ſhall have a place in 


* my heart! And would to Heaven you 
© could have a rival full more formi- 
«+ dable, you ſhould ſee that nothing 
«can ſhake the conſtancy of my paſ- 
& fjon for you! Though Shad Tah- 
"mal; 


«ſon-in-law, and it depended on me 
« to be fo, to you would I ſacrifice ſo 
& high a fortune!” — “ Ah, unhappy 
« Hafan!” cried the lady, © whither 
& does your love carry you? What a 
«fatal aſſurance do you give me of 
tt your fidelity? You forget that I am, 
6 2 flaye to the Princeſs of Perſia; if 
c you make her ungrateful returns for 
«her goodneſs, you will pull her wrath 
de upon our heads, and we ſhall both 
«periſh. It is better that I yield you 
up to ſo powerful a rival; there is 
reno other means to preſerve you. 


_ +» 


had no fon to ſucceed him, 
4 though he would ſtrip himſelf of the 
& kingdom of Perſia, and give it to his 


TALES: 


No, no!" replied 1, with the fame 
earneſtneſs, there is another way that 
my deſpair will rather make uſe of, 


* whichas, to baniſh myſelf the court: 
© my retirement will defend you from 
& Zelica's vengeance, reſtore your tran- 
4e quillity; and while, by little and lit. 
*« tle, you forget the unfortunate Ha- 
&© ſan, he will fly to the deſarts, and 
ce there ſeek an end tohis misfortunes.” 
© I was fo full of what I ſaid, that the 
* lady gave way to my grief; and re- 
© plied, “ Ceaſe, Haſan! ceaſe to afflict 
*« yourſelf thus, when there is no occa- 
* ſion: you are in an error, and you ſhew 
< yourſelf worthy of being undeceived. 
* IamnotaſlavetothePrinceſs Zelica; 
% Lam Zelica herſelf! The night you 
* came to my apartment, I paſſed for 
Cale Cairi, and you took Cale Cairi, 
© for me.” At theſe words ſhe called 
© one of her women, who had hid her- 
* felf among ſome cypreſs-trees; and 
* who running to her when ſhe heard. 
© her voice, I found it was the lady I 


took for the Princeſs of Perſia. 


DAY LXXXIX. 


1 OU ſee, Haſan,” ſays Zelica, 
«you ſee the true Cale Cairi; 
J give her her name again, and re- 
«« fume my own. I was not willing to 
*© conceal myſelf any longer from you, 
nor the importance of the conqueſt. 
you have made: know, therefore, all 
the glory of your triumph. Though 
% you have more love than ambition, 
« I am ſatisfied that you cannot know, 
« without a new pleaſure, that it is a 
% princeſs who loves you.“ I failed 
not to tell Zelica that the exceſs of my 
happineſs. was paſt my conception: 
neither could I conceive how, from 
the height of her grandeur, ſhe could 
deign to look on me; and from my 
humble ſtate to raiſe me to a fortune 
which the greateſt kings in the world 
might enyy. In fine, charmed beyond 
expreſſion by the princeſs's favour, I 
was going about to enlarge upon my 
gratitude and acknowledsment; but 
ſhe interrupted me, ſaying, ** Haſan 
5 gu over wondering at what I have 
done for you. Pride has little empire 
© over women that are locked up in 
« apartments; we follow, without re- 
& ſiſtance, the motions of our hearts: 
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PERSIAN TALES. 1739 


* that is enough for you to deſerve my 
4 favour.” 1 

We ſpent the whole night in walk 
ing and diſcourſing; and day had 
doubtleſs overtaken us in the garden, 
if Cale Cairi, who was with us, had 
not taken care to give us notice to re- 
tire in time. As loth as we were, we 
muſt part: but, before I left Zelica, 
ſhe ſaid to me, Adieu, Haſan! think 
« always of me; we ſhall ſee one ano- 
« ther again; and I promiſe you that, 
© jna little while, you ſhall know how 
dear you are to me. I threw my- 
* {elf at her feet, to thank her for her 
« goodneſs: after which, Cale Cairi 
conducted me by the ſame turnings 


a 6 ca a © a 


and windings through which I had 


< paſſed before quite out of the palace. 

© Thus beloved by the auguſt prin- 
© ceſs J adored, and repreſenting to my 
mind a charming 4 of what ſhe 
had promiſed me, the next day, and 


the following days, I gave myſelf over 


© to the moſt agreeable ideas that can 
« preſent themſelves tathe mindof man. 
© It was then that there might be ſaid 
to be a man upen earth truly happy, 
© if my impatience to ſee Zelica again 
© was not an objection to it: in a word, 
I was now in that condition wherein 
© the greateſt pleaſure of lovers conſiſts, 
© (that 1s, near the moment in which I 
« was to arrive at the height of my 
* wiſhes) when an unforeſeeneventrob- 
bed me at once of all my proud hopes. 
I heard the Princeſs Zelica was fallen 
ill; and, two days after, it was re- 
ported about the palace that ſhe was 
dead. I would not at firſt believe that 
dreadful news: the preparations for 
her funeral, at laſt, convinced me of 
the truth of it; and my eyes were the 
ſad witneſſes of the grief of the Per- 
fans, and the honours that were paid 
to the deceaſed princeſs. All the 
pages of the chambers marched firſt, 
naked from the head to the middle: 
ſome ſcratched their arms to ſhew 
their zeal and their grief; others made 
marks on their fleſh; and I myſelf, 
taking hold of fo fair an opportunity 
to ſhew the deſpair that had ſeized me, 
tore my fleſh, and wounded myſelf in 
many places. Our officers followed 
us with. a ſolemn pace and grave air: 
they had long rolls of China paper 
faſtened, to their turbans; on whith 
were written ſeveral paſſages of the 


Alcotan; together wich verſes inprarſe 


of Zelica, which they ſung with an air 
as ſorrowful as reſpectful. After them 
came the corpſe, in a cedar- coffin, co- 


a bier of ivory, carried by twelve men 
of quality; and twenty princes re- 
lated to Schah Tahmaſpe, held each in 
their hands the end of a ruban,which 
was faſtened to the coffin: all the wo- 
men of the palace followed after- 
wards, making dreadful howlings; 
and when the corpſe was come to the 
place of it's ſepulture, every body 
cried out, Laylah [llallah!*” I did 
not ſee the reſt of the ceremony, be- 
cauſe the exceſs of my grief, and the 
blood I had loſt, threw me into a 
ſwoon which laſted a long time. One 
of our officers ordered me preſently to 
becarried toour chamber; wheregreat 
care was taken of me; they rubbed 
me all oyer with an excellent balm; 
inſomuch that, in two days, I found 
myſelf pretty well recovered. But the 
remembrance of the princeſs put me 
almoſt out of my ſenſes. ** Ah, Zeli- 
ce cal“ ſaid I to myſelf every moment, 
“ is it thus you diſcharge the pro- 
«© miſe you made me when you left me? 
& Is this the token of tenderneſs which 
« you were to give me?“ I could not 
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be at reſt; and my ſtay at Chiras in 
é that inconſolable condition became 


© inſupportable: ſo I quitted the court 


and city three days after the princeſs's 
funeral. 
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0 | e e all night ſo full of trou- 
„ble, that I knew not where I 
went, nor where I would go. The 
next day I ſtopped a little to repoſe 
myſelf on the ground; and there paſſed 
by me a young man, whole dreſs was 
very extraordinary: he came up to 
me, ſaluted me, preſented me with a 


green bough he had in his hand, and 


c 
£ 
6 
c 
c 
a 
having obliged me to accept it, he 
repeated ſome Perſian verſes to engage 
me to give himalms, As I had nothing 
* myſelf, nothing could I give him: he 
thought I did not underſtand the Per- 
© ſian language, and repeated ſome Ara- 
© bian verſes; but finding he ſucceeded 
© no better one way than the other, and 
that I did not do what he defired, he 
c ſaid, Brother, I cannot think you 


e want charity; I rather believe you 


« have not where withal to exerciſe it. 
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— © You are very much in the right,“ 
© replied 1; I have not a ſingle aſper, 
% and cannot tell where to put my 
„ head.” —* Ah, what a fad condition 
art thou in!” cried he; I pity, and 
« will relieve thee.” 
© I was ſurprized to hear a man talk 
© ſo, who had been juft begging my 
© charity; and thought the relief he 
$ offered me was nothing but prayers 
© and vows: when, purſuing is dif- 
* courſe, he ſaid, I am one of thoſe 
« holy children who are called faquirs. 
Though we live on charity, we, how- 
bs ever, live plentifully; knowing how 
, to move mens pity by an air of mor- 
e tification and penance which we al- 


« ways put on: indeed, there are ſome 


& faquirs who are fools enough to be 
hat they appear, who lead an auſtere 


-< life, and ſometimes will take no 


„ nouriſhment for ten days together. 
© We are not ſo ſtrait-laced as they 


£6 are: we do not value ourſelves on 


„ having really their virtues, but on 
-< having the appearances of them. 
6 Will you be one of our brethren? I 
« am going to two of them at Boſt: if 
you will make the fourth, come along 
«© with me. I replied, © Not being 
t uſed to the practice of your devotion, 
] am afraid I ſhall not acquit myſelf 
„ as I ought to do.“ Pugh,” ſaid 
he, interrupting me, “ do not trou- 
« ble yourſelf about the practice. I 
« fay again, we are not ſome of the 
« rigid faquirs; in a word, we are fa- 
& quirs in nothing but the habit.“ 
Though by this the faquir gave me 
© to underſtand that he and his two 
© brethren were mere libertines, I did 


© not refuſe his offer, but reſolved to 


make one amongſt them: beſides that 
I was in a miſerable condition, I had 
© not learned among the pages to live 
< veryabſtemiouſly and religioufly. As 
£ ſoon as I told the faquir that I agreed 
£ to join with them, he conducted me 
to Boſt; we lived all the way on dates, 
© rice, and other proviſions, which were 
© given us in the towns and villages 
* through which we paſſed. As ſoon 
© as the good mufſulmen heard his cry, 
© they ran to him with their good things; 
« of whieh he had ſuch a ſtore, that he 
could hardly carry it. 

© Travelling in this manner, we ar- 
6 rived at laſt at Buſt: we entered a lit- 
© tle houſe in the ſuburbs, where the 
s two other faquirs lived. They re. 


© ceived us with open arms, and ſeemed 
© to be wonderfully pleaſed with the 
© reſolution J had taken to be one of 
© them: they ſoon initiated me into their 
© mylteries; that is, they taught me all 
© their grimaces. When I was well 


© inſtructed in the art of cheating peo- 
© ple, they dreſſed me like themfſelves, 


and obliged me to go about the city 


© withthem,topreſent flowers or boughs 
to gentlemen, and repeat verſes. I 
* returned every night to my lodging 
© with ſome pieces of ſilver in my pocket, 
* which ſerved to make merry with. I 
© was then too young, and was na- 


© turally too much given to pleaſure, - 


© to reſiſt the ill example of theſe fa- 
© quirs: I fell into all forts of debau- 
© chery, and by that inſenſibly loſt the 


© remembrance of the Princeſs of Per- 


fia; not but that ſhe would ever now 


and then come into my mind, and 


© draw ſome ſighs from me. But, in- 
© ſtead of nouriſhing the weak remains 


© of my grief, I did what I could to root 


© it out; and would often ſay, Why 
«& do I think of Zelica, ſince Zelica is 
“ no more? If I cried my eyes out, if 
« ]-wept all my life-time, what would 
« my weeping ſignify?“ 


N - XCT. 


I Lived with theſe faquirs near two 
years; and ſhould have ſtaid 
longer, had not he who engaged me 
© in their company, and whom I loved 
© better than the other two, perſuaded 
me to travel. Haſan,” ſaid he to me 


one day, I begin to be tired of this 


« city; J have a nfind to ſee the coun- 
« try, and have heard wonders of the 
6 city of Candahar: if you will go 
« along with me, we will fee whether 
« what has been told me of it be true.” 
—<&« With all my heart!” cried I; for 
© I had as great an itch to ſee ſtrange 
© places: I ſhould rather ſay, I was di- 
reted by that ſuperior power that 
makes us all it's neceffary agents. 
We two departed from Boſt; and, 
baving paſſed through ſeveral cities 
of Segeſtan without making any ſtay, 
we arrived at the fair city of Canda- 
har, which appeared to us to be very 
ſtrong : we went and lodged at a ca- 
ravanſerail, where we were received 
very civilly for the ſake of the habit 
© we wore; which was, indeed, the beſt 
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recommendation we had. There was 
a great buſtle in the town, the inha- 
bitants being prepared to celebrate 
the feaſt of the Giulous the next day: 
we underſtood - they were buſy at 
conrt; every one being ambitious of 
ſhewing their zeal for King Firouz- 
chah, who made himſelf beloved by 
the good for his juſtice, and as much 
feared by the bad for his ſeverity to 
them. The faquirs having admit- 
tance every where, nobody daring to 
ſtop them for their habits ſake, we 
went next day to court to ſee the feſti- 
val; in which there was nothing ex- 
traordinary to a man who had ſeen the 
King of Perſia's Giulous. While we 
were looking very attentively on what 
paſſed, I felt ſomebody pull me by my 
arm: 1 turned my head about, and 
perceived near me the eunuch of Schah 
Tahmaſpe's palace, who brought me 
the letter from Cale Cairi, or rather 
« from Zelica. | 
My Lord Haſan,” ſaid he, Iknew 
ce you, notwithſtanding the ſtrange dreſs 
« you are in: though I thought I could 
not he in an error, yet I durſt hardly 
« truit my eyes. Is it poſſible that I 
* ſhould meet you again??? I replied, 
« And what brings you to Candahar? 
«« Why did you quit the court of Per- 
« fia? Was the Joath of the Princeſs 
«« Zelica your reaſon as well as mine?“ 
*. cannot tell you at preſent,”* ſaid 
* he; „ but I will fully ſatisfy your 
© curioſity, if you will come hither 
*« alone to-morrow at the ſame hour; 
*« I will tell you things that will amaze 
you: I ſhall only add now, that they 
« concern you too.“ | 
I promiſed him to come by myſelf 
© the next day to the ſame place; and I 
< punctually kept my promiſe. The 
* eunuch came thither at the time ap- 
pointed; and, drawing near, ſaid 


Let us go out of the palace, and ſeek 


« for ſome more convenient place to 
*© diſcourſe in.“ We went into the city, 
croſſed ſeveral ſtreets, and came at 
laſt to the gate of a pretty large houſe, 
of which he had the key: we entered. 
I found the apartments were well 
furniſhed: fine carpets on the floors, 
rich ſofas; and, adjoining to it, a gar- 
den well cultivated; in the middle of 
which was a jaſper-baſon full of fine 
water. * 


My Lord Hafan,” ſays the eunuch, 


e e A 


is not this a pleaſant houſe? — 
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“ Very pleaſant! replied IJ. I am 
« glad you like it,“ ſays he; for I 
« hired it yeſterday for you: you muſt 
0 alſo have ſome {ſlaves to wait on you; 
© I will go and buy them, while you 
© bathe yourſelf.” Saying this, he 
conducted me to a chamber, where he 
© had prepared baths. In the name 
of God,” faidTI, * tell me why you 
« bring me-here, and what it is you 
6 have to ſay to me!“ You will 
© hear, repiicd he, „ in proper time 
« and place: let it ſuffice, at preſent, 
<« that your condition is finely altered 
„ fince I met you, and that I have or- 
„ ders to do thus by you.” At the 
fame time, he helped to undreſs mez 
« which was preſently done. I went 
into the bath; and the eunuch left 
me there, praying me not to be im- 
„patient. | 
This myſtery occahoned in me 
many reflections; but it was in vain 
for me to think of it, I could not gueſs 
what was the meaning of it, Cha- 
pour was a long while coming to me 
_ and I began to loſe all manner 
of patience: at laſt, he returned with 
four ſlaves; two of whom were laden 
with linen and cloaths, and the other 
two with. proviſions. I beg your 
4 pardon, my lord,” ſays he; << I am 
very ſorry for having made you wait 
«© fo.” Then the ſlaves put the bundles 
on the ſofas, and were very officious 
© to ſerve me: they rubbed me with fine 
new linen; they put on me a rich 
© veſt, with a ſtately robe and turban. 
© Where will be the end of all this?” 
© ſaid I to myſelf. © By whole order 
does the eunuch treat me thus?” My 
© impatience to know it was beyond 
« meaſure.” - wer 3 
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DAY xcn. 


c HAPOUR obſerved it. Tam 
« troubled,” ſays he, to fee 


you ſo uneaſy; but I cannot help 


« you. If it was not expreſsly forbid- 
den me to ſpeak to you, if I did not 
«© betray my truſt in telling you what I 


*© conceal from you, I ſhould not make 


© you the more eaſy: other defires, ſtill 
«© more violent, would ſucceed to thoſe 


that now diſturb you; it muſt be 
«© night before you will be informed of 


«© what you are ſo eager to know.” 


* Though I had all the reaſon in th 
. « world 
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£ world to believe there was nothing ill 
in this adventure, from what the eu- 
nuch had ſaid to me, yet I could not 

© help being ſtrangely diſquieted all that 

s day. Night came; and lamps were 
© lighted up every where, eſpecially in 

the fineſt apartment in the houſe, 

which was extraordinarily illumi- 

#* nated. Chapour ſtaid with me; and, 
© every now and then, would ſay to me, 

e Have a little patience; they will come 

< preſently,” At laſt, we heard a 

© knocking at the door; the eunuch 

went himſelf to open it, and returned 
© with a lady; who no ſooner lifted up 
© her veil, than I knew her to be Cale 
© Cairi. I was extremely ſurprized at 
© the fight of her; for I thought ſhe had 
been at Chiras. My Lord Haſan,” 
©. faid ſhe, ** as much as you are aſto- 
te niſhed to ſee me, you will be more 

% when you hear what I am about to 

«© tell you.“ At theſe words, Chapour 
< and the ſlaves withdrew,and left us to- 

© gether: we both ſat down on the {ame 


„ ſofa, and ſhe continued her diſcourſe . 
in this manner You very well re- 


«© member, my Lord Haſan, that the 
4 night Zelica made choice of to diſco- 
«© yer herſelf to you, ſhe made you a 
„ promiſe, when you parted, which 
* ought never to be out of your me- 
ce mory: the next day aſked herwhat 
e ſhe reſolved upon, and ho the meant 
< to ſhew you the paſhon ſhe had for 
ee you. She anſwered, ſhe intended to 
*© make you happy, and to have often 
& private meetings with you, whatever 
© danger there was in it. I muſt own 
"<< to you, I could by no means approve 
*< of her reſolution, and did what I 
ge could to bring her off from it: re- 


ce preſented to her what a madneſs it 
« was for a princeſs of her rank to 


« think of you, and run the hazard of 


| & her life for the ſake of a page; in a 


« word, I uſed my utmoſt endeavours 


4 to diſſuade: her from doing for you 


„ what the intended; and yout oaght 
4e to pardon me, ſince all my argu- 
% ments ſerved only to confirm her in 
% her intention. When J found 1 
s could not prevail over her, “ Ma- 
e dam, ſaid I, © T:cannot, without 


4 trembling, repreſent to myſelf the 


. peril you are running into; and, 
ic nnce nothing can take you from your 


4 lover, we mult contrive ſome means 


© for you to ſre him withenthazarding 
„ your on life or his. I know one 


% your tomb.“ 


PERSIAN TALES. 


« that, I doubt not, would pleaſe you; 
© but I dare not propode it, it is ſo very 
©. extraordinary.“ 8 
„ Tell me what it is, Cate Cairi, 
6 faid the princeſfſs. What means 
„have you thought of? Do not hide 
* 1t from me.” —*© If you make ve 
6“ of it,” replied I, © you muſt reſolve 
to quit the court, and live as if you 
© had been born of the moſt-vulgar 
© parents: you mult renounce all the 
c honours due to your dignity. No 
« you love Haſan enough to make him 
% ſuch a ſacrifice?” — Do ] love 
« him!” replied ſhe, with a deep gh; 
% yes, the moſt obſcure condition 
*© would pleaſe me better with him, than 
© all the pomp and ſplendor with which 
* Tam now ſurrounded! Say, how can 
I fee him without conſtraint? Iwill 
% doitimmediately.”—<©*< Well, then,” 
6% faid I, © I will tell you a method I 
e have thought of, finceT find there is 
% no beating you off of your purpoſe, 
© I know an herb that has a very par- 
„ ticular quality: if you put a leaf of 
e it only in your ear, you wil, an hour 
5 after, fall into a profound lethargy, 
& and may very well paſs for dead: 
& your funeral will be ſolemnized; and 
& in the night I will take you out of 
\ At theſe words I in- 
terrupted Cale Cairi—* Oh, Heaven! 
«©: Can it be poſſible that the Princeſs 
« Zelica is not dead? What is become 
6 of her?” — © My lord,” fays Cale 
© Cairn, „ ſhe is ſtil] living: but I pray 
you to hear me; you will know every 
e thing preſently. My miſtreſs,” con- 
© tinued ſhe, embraced me with joy, 
& ſo well did ſhe like the project: but 


* 


e then, repreſenting to herſelf how dif- 


* 


6“ ficult it would be to put it in exe- 
% cution, on account of the funeral 
c ceremonies, the told me her objec- 
cc tions, which I eaſily removed; and ſo 
% e went on with our great enterprize. 
« Zelica complained of a pain in her 

4% head, and took her bed: the next day 
„ gave out that ſhe was dangeroully 
6e illz the king's phyfician came, was 
% impoſed upon by us, and ordered 
„ phyſiek, of which we made no uſe. 
« The next day the diſtemper inereaſed; 
% and when I thought it time for the 
e princeſs to expire, I put a leaf of the 
„ heſore- mentioned herb into her ear. 
4 ran immediately to tell Schah Tah - 
% maſpe that Zelioa was dying, and 
-46 defired to ſpeak tohim: he came pre- 
4 ſently; 


4 v; 


PERSIAN 


t fently; and obſerving, as the herb 
« worked, that her countenance chang- 
« ed every moment, he burſt out into 
« jnto tears. My lord,” ſaid his 
4e daughter, © I conjure you, by the 
« tenderneſs you have always had for 


« me, to order that my laſt requeſt be 


« exactly fulfilled. I defire that, after 
« Tam dead, no woman but Cale Cairt 
% may waſh my body, and rub it with 
«© perfumes: I will not have any other 
& la ves ſhare that honour with her. I 
« deſire alſo that ſhe only may watch 
« me the firſt night; and that nobody 


ce. hut ſhe be ſuffered to mourn over my 


© tonib. I will alſo, that ſhe only, my 
«,moſtfaithful ſlave, ſhall pray the-pro- 
„ phet to aſſiſt me againſt the alſaults 
© of wicked angels. 


DAY XCIII. 
« QCHAH Tahmaſpe promiſed that 


cc 5 i vo l 4 M 2 L * 
k every thing mould be done-as 


Ca) 
* 


his daughter deſired it might be, and 
that nobody but I ſhould pay her the 
« laſt ſad offices. That is not all, 
« my lord, ſays the princeſs; “ I 
make it my farther requeſt that Cale 
Cairi be ſet free as ſoon as I am dead; 
6“ and that, with her liberty, you will 
«© make her preſents worthy of your- 
« ſelf, and the fidelity with which ſhe 
has always ſerved me.“ Daugh- 
ce ter,” ſays Schah Tahmaſpe, be 
ce aſſured that whatever you have re- 
queſted of me ſhall be done. If I 


«a «a 
— — 


* 
— 


- 
— 


have the misfortune to loſe you, I 


e ſwear to you that your favourite ſhall 
« go where ſhe. pleaſes, and have as 
« much treaſare as her heart can wiſh!*" 

«© He had. ſcarce faid theſe words, 
« when the herb produced the effect it 
© was uſed for. Zelica died away in 
appearance; and her father, believ- 
ing her to be dead, retired all in tears 
6“ to his apartment. He ordered that 
te none but I ſhould waſh the body, and 
«« perfume it; which I did: I then 
wrapped it up in white linen, and put 
it in a coffin; after which it was car- 
“ ried to the place of it's ſepulture; 
© where, by the king's order, I' was 


left alone with it the firſt night. I 


looked about every where, to ſee if 
nobody was hid to obſerve me; and, 
finding the coaſt was clear, I took my 
miſtreſs out of the coffin as ſoon as 
© herlethargy was over; which, as had 


Alta 


143 
© heen contrived, | was two or three 
hours after-theYſſiſtants at the fune- 
© ral were withdrawn. I put on her a 
robe, Which. I had under mine: I had 
**:alfo provided a veil for- her; and we 
went tothe, place where, Chapour 
, waited; expecting us, That faithful 


ce eunuch carried the płrinceſs to a little. 


e houſe he had hired; and I returned 
© to the tomb, to, paſs the reſt of the 
c night there. ; 4 

* I made up a bundle te look like 2 


e corpſe, covered it with the linen- 


© cloth Zeliea was wrapped up in, and 
put it into the coffin, - | 
Phe next morning the princeſs's 
cc ether flaves came to fupply my place; 
© which I did not leave without mak - 
ing. thoſe grimages that generally ac- 
company affected grief. The king 
© had an account given him of what 
e tokens of affeckion I. had ſhewnz 
& «which would have been enough for 
* him to have made coniiderable ꝓre- 
© ſents, hadche not before promiſed to 
do it: he ordered me ten thouſand 
cc fequins, and permitted me to depart 
% with. the eunuch, Chapour; after 
©: which I went to my miſtreſs, to re- 
© -joice with her on the happy ſucceſs 
of our ſtratagem. The next day. we 
««. fent the eunuch to the king's cham- 
© ber with a billet, in which I prayed 
© you to come to us; but one of your 
© zuliſtis ſaid you were indiſpoſed, and 
% could not be ſpoken with: we ſent 
© him again three days after; when he 
«© was informed you had quitted the 
©. ſeraglio, and nobody knew what was 
5 become of you. | 
I here interrupted Cale Cairi. Ah; 
© why,” ſaid I, „did you not acquaint 
©. me with your project? Why did you 
© not tend Chapour to me to tell me? 
© Whata world of troubles would one 
© word have ſaved mel Would to 
6 Heaven,” ſaid Cale Cairi, interrupt- 
© ing me, © we had not kept jt from 
© you! Zelica might now have lived 
© happily with you in ſome country ot 
© other. It was not my fault that you 
© have not both enjoyed the felicity 
© you deſired: we had ſcarce formed 
© our deſign, but I was forgiving you 


notice of itz but my miſtreſs would 


© not let me. No, no!“ ſaid ſhes 
c we muſt let him know what it is te 
& loſe me: he will be the more over 
tc joyed to find me again; and his ſur- 


© prize» will be the more pleaſant to 


« him, 
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him, the mord the thought of my 
% death ſhall torment him. | 
« I did not like her fond way of 


+ arguing; I was doubtful of the ill 


conſequences that our - keeping the 
fecret from you might occaſion; and 
Zelica has heartily repented it. I 
cannot expreſs to you how much ſhe 
was afflicted at your leaving Chiras. 
Ah, what a wretebh am I!'* would 
ſhe cry every minute. What am 
I the better for having facrificed 
every thing to love, if I for ever 
moſt be deprived of Haſan? We 
had fearch made for you all over the 
city: Chaponr omitted nothing to 
find you; and when we loſt all man- 
ner of hopes of it, we departed from 
Chiras. We took our way towards 
the Indus, imagining you might, 
perhaps, have taken that courſe your - 
felf; we ſtopped in all the cities on 
that river, ſearching every where for 
* you; but to no purpoſe. As we were 
* one day travelling from one city to 
& another, though we were with a ca- 
ec ravan, we were ſurrounded by a nu- 
ec merous band of robbers, who beat 
& the merchants, and plundered them 
& of their merchandize: they alſo rob- 
5 bed us of our gold and jewels, car- 
5 red us to Candahar, and ſold us to 
* a flave-merchant of their acquain- 
% tance. 

6 The merchant had no ſooner got 
& Zelicainto his hands, than he reſolved 
& to ſhew her to the King of Canda- 
& har. Firouzchah was charmed at the 
* ſight of her: he aſked her of what 
% country ſhe was; ſhe ſaid of Ormus. 
« The ſame invented anſwers ſhe re. 
* turned to all his queſtions, He 
& bought us, placed us in the palace of 
* his women, and allotted us the fineſt 


* apartment. ; 


DAY XCIv. 


ET FRE Calc Cairi left off ſpeak- 


| © ing, or, rather, I interrupted 
© her, crying out—““ Oh, Heaven! 
«© ought } to rejoice at my meeting with 
4% Zelica again? What do I fay? Is it 
* to find her again, to hear a mighty 
«© king has {hut her up in his ſeraglio? 
« If thedoes not comply with Firouz- 
„ chah's paſſion, and lead a miſerable 
% life there, what an affliction will it 


be to ſee her ſuffer? If he ſhould be 


| PERSIAN TALES. 


«© ſenſes the reſt of the day. 


© contented with her condition, can ! 
© be ſo with mine? I am glad,” 
© ſays Cale Cairi, that your ſenti- 
© ments are ſo delicate:” the princeſs 
« de:erves your delicacy. Though the 


King of Candaher paſſionately loves 


„ her, ſhe has not been able to forget 
6 you; and never could any one rejoice 
% more than. ſhe did yeſterday, when 
% Chapour told her he had met with 
c you. She was almoſt out of her 
She or- 
« dered the eunuch immediately to hire 
& 2 houſe ready-furniſhed, and to ſce 
& you wanted for nothing. I am now 
& come from her, to inform you of 
„ every thing, and prepare you for 
© your meeting. To-morrow night 
& we ſhall come out of the palace to 
« this houſe, and enter by a little door 
© in the garden, to which we have got a 
e key made, to uſe upon occaſion.” At 
© theſe words, the favourite flave of the 
© Princeſs of Perha roſe, and, accom- 
6 panied by Chapour, returned to her 
© miſtrels. 

© I did nothing all night but think 
© of Zelica. My love revived with as 
great violence as ever. I could not 
© {leep a wink; and the next day ſeem- 
ed an age to me. At laſt, having paſ- 
ſed it in the utmoſt impatience, Iheard 
© a knocking at my gate. My ſlaves 
opened it; and ſoon after I ſaw my 
« princeſs enter my apartment. What 
© emotions, what tranſports, did the 
« ſight of her cauſe in me! And whit 
joy was it to her to ſee me! I threw 
« myſelf at her feet; I embraced her 
© knees along time, without being able 
© to ſpeak a word to her. She obliged 
© me to riſe and to fit down by her on a 
© ſofa. ** Haſan,” ſaid ſhe, I thank 
« Heaven we are met again: let us hope 


that it's goodneſs will not ſtop here, 


«« and that it will remove the new ob- 
5 ſtacle that hinders our being toge- 
«« ther. In expectation of that happy 
time, you ſhall live here quietly and 
ce plentifully. If we have not the plea- 
«© {ure of converſing with one another 
« as freely as we would, we ſhall at 


cc leaſt have the ſatis faction of hearing 
« fromeach other every day, and ſome-. 


« times to ſee one another in private, 
« Cale Cairi has told you my adven- 
«« tures,” continued ſhe; . do you now 
c tell me yours. I then ſet forth the 
© trouble 1 had beenin, imagining ſhe 
* was dead, in the moſtlively colours, 


© telling 
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t telling her my grief was ſuch, that T 
© entered myſelf among the faquirs. 
« Ah, my dear Haſan!” cries Zelica, 
&« have you for my fake lived ſo long 
e with people of ſo much auſterity ! 
« Alas! I have been the cauſe of your 
& having endured a great deal.” If 
© ſhe had known what a life I led un- 
© der that religious habit, the would 
not have pitied me ſo much, I took 
care to let her know nothing of the 
matter, and talked to her as paſſion- 
ately as F could. How faſt did the 
moments of our converſation fly! 

Though it laſted three hours, we were 
vexed at Chapour and Cale Cam, 
when they came to give us notice that 
we muſt part. Ah, how trouble- 
“% ſome,” ſaid we, are people who 
« are not in love; we have not been 
ce above a moment together: let us ſtay 
« a little longer. However, as ſhort 
© as our ae ante was, if it had con- 

tinued but a few other moments, the 
day would have ſurprized us, for it 
appeared preſently after the princeſs 
was withdrawn. 

« As pleafantly as my thoughts were 
© taken up, I did not forget the faquir 
© with whom I came to Candahar; and, 
© not doubting but he would be very 
© uneaſy to know what was become of 
« 
6 
6 
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me, I went out of my houſe the next 

day to fee for him, I met him by 

chance in the ſtreet; we embraced each 

other. My friend,” ſaid I, 1 
* was coming to your caravanſerail, to 
© tell you what has happened to me, 
“ and ſet your mind at eaſe on that 
* ſcore: I doubt not you have been un- 
6e der ſome concern.” — Ves, ſays 
* he, I have been in pain for you: 
but what a change is here? How 
*« finely you arefet off: you look as if 
© you had met with ſome good fortune, 
*& While I have been affiifting myſelf 
for fear of what was become of you, 
I perceive you have been paſſing your 
„time very agreeably. — ““ I have 
« ſo, my dear friend,” replied I; and 
« I own to thee, I am ſtill ten thou- 
fand times happier than thou canſt 
imagine. I will have thee be a wit- 
„ nels of my happineſs, audthou ſhalt 
„ thyſelf be the better for it. Leave 
thy caravanſerail, and come and lodge 
with me.” Having ſaid this, I con- 
© duſted him to my houſe: I thewed 
him all the apartments. He ſaid they 
* were fine, and well furniſhed; cry- 


La 
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4 ing out every moment, e Good God! 
«© what has Haſan done more than 
© others, that you ſhould ſhower down 


“ ſo many benefits upon him?” | 


« What, faquir, are you ſorry,” faid 
© I, „ to fee me in ſuch a condition? 
« You ſeem troubled at my proſperi- 
% ty.“ No, replied he, „I, on 
% the contrary, rejoice very much at 
it. Jam ſo far from envying the fe- 
5 licity of my friends, I am overjoyed 


* when J ſee them flouriſh,” Saying 


© this, he embraced me, to ſhew that 
© he ſpoke his mind. I thought him 
« fincere, and that he acted honeſtly: I 
© had no diſtruſt of him; and thus put 
« myſelf into the power of one of the 
* molt envious and perfidious raſcals 
upon earth. Come, ſaid I, “ we 
«© muſt be merry together to-day.” So, 
© taking him by the hand, I led him 
© intoa hall, where my flaves had ſpread 
© a table for us. 


DAY XCV:. 


C E both ſat down to it; ſeveral 
© plates of rice of different 
colours were brought us, with dates 
preſerved in ſyrup. We had other 
diſhes; and then I ſent one of my flaves 
to a place in the city, where I knew 
they ſold wine privately. He brought 
me ſome that was excellent; and we 
drank of it ſo freely, we durſt not ap- 
pear in publick; if we had, we ſhould 
not have come off with impunity. 
When we began to grow a little 
warm, the faquir ſaid to me, „ Tell 
&* me, Haſan, all thy adventure; dii- 
© cover tc me the whole myſtery of it: 
© thou art ſafe in me, I can keep a ſe- 
« cret; and, befides, I love thee too 
«© well to do thee a miſchief by reveal - 
ing it. Thou canft not have any dif- 
& fidence in me without doing me au 
© injury. Come, unboſom thyſelf to 
© me: inform me of all the good for- 
be tune that has happened to thee, that 
«© ve may rejoiceoverit together. Thou 
„ knowelt I can give thee good ad- 
6 yice; and that a friend who can ad- 
« viſe well, is of great uſe ſometimes.”” 
The wine being got into my head, 
c and tempted by his profeſſions of 
© friendſhip, I yielded to his importu- 
© nity; and ſaid, I am perſuaded thou 
6 art not capable of abuſing the confi- 
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« dence I have in thee; fo I will hide 
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nothing 
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6 nothing from thee: thou mayeſt re- 
% member, when thou metteſt me firſt, 
& J was very melancholy. I bad juſt 
* then loſt a lady at Chiras, whom I 
ic Joved, and by whom I was beloved. 
J thought her dead, and ſhe has been 
6c alive all the while. 6 
„ her again at Candahar; and, to tell 
4c thee the wholeſtruth, ſhe is a favourite 
« of King Firouzchah,” 

The 5 ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed 
© at what I ſaid. * Haſan,” replied 
* be, thou giveſt me a charming idea 
* of that lady: ſhe muſt needs be awon- 
4 derful beauty, ſince the King of Can- 
% dahar is ſo charmed with her. — 
% Yes,” ſaid I, “ the is more lovely 
44 than a loverbimſelf can paint to thee. 
% Love cannot flatter her in her pic- 
« ture. She will be ſure to be here pre - 
« ſently; thou ſhalt ſee her; thy own 
« eyes ſhall judge of her charms.” 

At theſe words the faquir embraced 


me with tranſport, ſaying, I ſhould 


8 

o 

£ do him the greateſt pleaſure in the 
* world if I performed my promiſe, I 
* repeated the aſſurances I had given 
* him. We then roſe from table to 
* take our reſt; one of my flaves con- 
s 
- 


ducting my friend to a chamber that 


had been prepared for him. f 
The next morning, Chapour brought 
me a billet from Zelica, in which ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe would come the following 
night to havea merry meeting with me, 
I ſhewed the faquir the letter, with 
which he appeared to be infinitely 
pleaſed. He did nothing all day but 
talk to me of the lady, whoſe beauty I 
had bragged ſomuch of; and was im- 
patient till night came, as if he had had 
the ſame reaſons as I to deſire it. In the 
mean time, I prepared every thing for 
the reception of Zelica. I ſent about the 
city to buy the beſt meats and the moſt 
excellent wines; and got a ſtore of 
that particularly which had ſo pleaſed 
us the day before. When the time 
was drawing near, I told the faquir, 
that it was not proper he ſhould be 
ſeen in my apartment when the lady 
came; ſhe might perhaps take it 11]; 
but that he ſhould leave it to me to get 
her permiſſion, that he might, as my 
friend, be one of the company. I 
& am ſure,” ſaid I, I ſhall obtain 
cc jt.” Soon after, we heard a knocking 
© at the door. I ſuppoſed-it was the 
© princeſs, The faquir hid himſelf in 
ga cloſet. I went to wait upon Zelica: 
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* ſhe gave me her hand; and having led 

* her to my apartment, I ſaid, My 
5 princeſs, I have a favour to beg of 
% you: the faquir, who came with 
«« me to Candahar, lodges in my houſe; 
I have given him an apartment in it, 
He is my friend; will you permit him 
to be of our company? “ Haſan,” 
* replied ſhe, “ you don't conſider what 
*s you aſkof me. Inſtead of expoſing me 
to the fight of men, you ſhould conceal 
% me as much as poſſible,”—<** Ma- 
dam, faysI, he is a diſcreet lad, 
« and I know he is my friend. Iwill 
„ anſwer for it, you ſhall have no rea- 
ſon to repent that you complied with 
© my requeſt in this.“ I can refuſe 
you nothing, replied Zelica; „but 
*© my mind miſgives me that we ſhall 
* both be ſorry for it.. Never fear 
it, my princeſs,” ſaid I; © take my 


© word, and do not let any concern on 


*« that account diſturb the pleaſure I 
% have in feeing you.“ I then went 
* and called the faquir, and preſent- 
ed him to Zelica. To pleaſe me, 
ſhe was very civil to him; and after 
compliments on both ſides, we all 
three ſat down to table together, with 
Cale Cairi. My comrade was about 
thirty years old; he had a great deal 
of wit. He ſoon gave the ladies to 
underſtand, by his ſallies and jeſts, 
that he was no enemy to pleaſure; or 
rather, that he was a ſcandal to his ha- 
bit. When we had eat as much as we 
thought fit, we called for wine. The 
ſlaves ſerved it to us in agate cups, 
The faquir did not let his ſtand empty 
long: he every minute called for it, 
and drank himſelf into a fine pickle. 
He naturally was not over modeſt : 
the wine inflamed his brains and his 
tongue. He obſerved no meaſures of 
decency : he was not content to af- 
front the ladies by impudent talk; 
he flung his arms about the Princeſs 
of Perſia's neck, and inſolently took 
a kiſs,” | 


DAY XOCVI, 


2 EL ICA was highly offended at 


© his boldneſs; and her anger 
gave her ſtrength enough to puſh him 
6 24 her. Hold there, ſirrah!“ 
© ſays ſhe, and don't abuſe the kind- 
5 nels that is ſhewn you, in ſuffering 
«« you to be here. Thou deſerveſt that 
| * c % ſhguld 
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4 1 mould order ſome of the ſlaves inf 


re this houſe to chaſtiſe thee; but I for- 
ce bear it out of reſpect to thy friend,” 
« Having ſaid this, ſhe took up her 


« veil, put it over her face, and went 


out of my apartment. Tran after, to 
beg her pardon for what had happened. 
I endeavoured in vain to appeaſe her: 
« the was too much irritated, © You 
«© ſee now,” ſaid ſhe to me, “ whether 
«© or no you were in the right, in bring- 
« ing the faquir among us. It was 
«© not without reaſon that I was againſt 
« jt, TI will not ſet foot in your houſe 
« as long as he lodges here. At theſe 
words ſhe went away; and whatever 
] could ſay, it could not ſtop her. 


I returned to my friend in my apart- 


* ment, „Ah, ſaid I, „what have 


you done? Ought you to have ſhewn 
« no more reſpect to the favourite of 
« Firouzchah! you have by your in- 
« diſcretion made her hate you; and, 
ce perhaps, ſhe will never forgive me, 
« that I preſſed her to admit you into 
© our company.” — © Don't trouble 
« yourſelf,” replied he; “ you don't 
© know what creatures women are, if 
you really believe this woman was 
% angry. [I'll warrant you ſhe was, at 
„ the bottom, rather pleaſed. There 
are no ladies who are offended - at 
* ſuch indiſcretions: her pretended 
© wrath was all affected. Why do you 
think ſhe ſeemed to be diſpleaſed with 
© my boldneſs? It was becauſe you were 
« by; if I had been alone with her, I 
© doubt not, I ſhould have found her 
% more gentle. 

© I faw by his talk that the wine was 
in his head ſtill, and it was to no pur- 
poſe to word it with him. I hoped the 
next day he would be in a better diſ- 
poſition, and acknowledge his fault. 
I ordered one of my ſlaves to carry 
bim to his apartment, and ſtayed my - 
ſelf in my own, reflecting, not much 
to my eaſe, on what had paſſed. I 
did not fleep much that night; and 
the next day the faquir ſeemed to 
change his tone. He expreſſed him - 


* 
* 


_ 
* 
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twenty hours. I ſhewed the favourite 
c 
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* 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
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© never ſee one another more. 
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would forgive the wine, that had 

© been the occaſion of it. 
As I had done writing, Chapour 
came in. He told me his mittreſs 
was ſtill very much irritated, I gave 
him my letter; he carried it imme- 
diately, and returned ſome hours af- 
ter with an anſwer. Zelica wrote me, 
that ſhe was very willing to excuſe 
the faquir, ſince I aſſured her of his 
repentance; but it muſt be upon con- 
dition that he ſtaid no longer at my 
houſe, and left Candahar in four and 


of Firouzchah's billet to my friend; 
who told me, before Chapour, that his 
ſentiments were exactly the ſame with 
the lady's; that he durſt not look her 
in the face, after the rude action he 
had been guilty of, and would that 
hour leave Candahar. The eunuch 
returned to the palace, to give Zelica 
an account of the faquir's diſpoſition 
to obey her. 

I rejoiced that a calm was likely ſo 
ſoon to ſucceed the ſtorm, that had o 
frighted me; yet, I muſt own, I was 


keep him that day, * You ſhall ſtay,” 


fays I, © till to-morrow; I will ſpend 


c 
4 
© ſorry to loſe my friend: I would needs 
0 
c 


% this day with you as merrily as we 


have done others; it may be we may 
Since 


«© we muſt part, let us awhile put off 


© the ſad moment of our ſeparation.” 


The better to take my farewel of him, 


IJ ordered a great ſupper; when it was 


ready, we ſat down ts table. We 


entered with a golden plate, in which 
there was aragout—* My lord Ha- 


c 
© had eat pretty well, when Chapour 
c 
c 


“ fan,” ſays he, I bring you a ra- 
© gout that has been juſt ſerved up to 
« the king's table; his majeſty thought 
©« it ſo delicious, that he ſent it imme- 
& diately to his favourite, who ſends 
it 20 en. 
and found it to be indeed excellent, 
© The faquir, while we were at ſupper, 
* never gave over admiring my happi- 
© neſs; and cried out twenty times, 


We eat up the ragout, 


© Ah, young man, how charming is 
% thy fortune!“ : 

« We drank all night, and as ſoon 
as day broke, my friend ſaid, It is 
e now time to leave you.“ I then fetch- 
© ed a purſe full of ſequins, Which 
* Chapour had brought me the day be- 
fore from his miitreſs. I gave it to 
the faquir, ſaying, ** Take it; it will 

SM 


* bg 


ſelf to be very ſorry for having put 
me ſo out of humour; and to puniſh 
himſelf for his indiſcretion, he re- 
ſolved to go far from Candahar. He 
ſpoke with ſo much concern, that it 
touched me. I wrote iminediately 
to the princeſs, that our faquir was 
mightily troubled at his rudeneſs, and 
© that we both moſt humbly begged ſhe 
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ce be ſerviceable to you upon occaſion.” 


He thanked me; we embraced, and 
he departed; I was very much trou- 
'© bledat his going. Ah, my too im- 


f prudent friend! ſaid I, „it was 
* thy own fault that we were forced to 


ce part: thou oughteſt to have been con- 


„ tented with ſeeing Zelica, and to 
have rejoĩced at the fight of ſo much 


„ beauty.” 


Being tired with ſitting up, I lay 
don on a ſofa, and fell afleep; ſome 


© hours after, Iawaked at a great noiſe 


E which I heard in my houſe: I roſe to 
E ſee what was the matter; and, to my 


© great terror, perceived it was ſome ſol - 


4 diers of Firouzchah's guard. Fol- 
&« Jow me!” ſaid the officer who com- 
© manded them; „ we have orders to 
4 conduct you to the palace.” I re- 
© plied, © What crime have I commit- 
& ted? What am I accuſed of?“ — 
% We do not know that,” ſays the of- 
© ficer; „ we are only ordered to bring 
e you before the king; we are igno- 
* rant of the cauſe; but, for your en- 
«& couragement, can tell you, that. if 
« you are innocent, you have no rea- 
« fon to fear: you have to do with a 
«© very juſt prince, who does not lightly 
„ condemn perſons accuſed of havin 
« committed a crime. There muſt be 
* convincing proofs before he will pro- 
% nounce the fatal ſentence: indeed, 
4e he puniſhes the guilty ſeverely; if 
46 you are fo, I pity you.“ 

© followed the officer to the ſera- 


.* glio, ſaying to myſelf, ©* Without 
& doubt, Firouzchah has diſcovered my 


„ correſponding with Zelica; but how 


cc could he learn it?“ When we came 


to the court of the palace, I obſerved 
there were four gibbets ſet up; I ima- 

ined I was concerned in the matter, 
and that that kind of death was the 
leaſt puniſhment I could expect from 
Firouzchah's reſentment. I lifted up 
my eyes to Heaven, and prayed that 
it would at leaſt ſaye the Princeſs of 
Perſia.“ 
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DAY. XCVII. 
> WE entered the ſeraglio: the of- 


© ficer who conducted me, 
carried me to the king's apartment, 
« where was that prince, with his great 
 vizizx only, and the faquir, whom I 
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* took to be far off from Candahar by 
© that time. As ſoon as I faw that 
© traiterous friend of mine, I doubted 
no more of his treaſon. © Is it thou, 
“ then,” ſays Firouzchah to me, 
© who haſt had the boldneſs to have 
ce private meetings with my favourite? 
© Thou muſt be a rare rogue, to have 


cc the impudence to make me thy con- 


© tempt. Speak! and anſwer preciſely to 
% what I am about to aſk thee. When 
© thou cameſt to Candahar, wert not 
«© thou told that I puniſh criminals ſe- 
% yerely?”” I anſwered, © Ves. 
Since, therefore, replied he, thou 
„ hadſt warning of my juſt ſeverity, 
« why haſt thou committed the greateſt 
% of all crimes?” —<© Sir,” ſaid 1, 
«© may your majeſty's life continue to 
© the end of time! but you know that 
* love makes even the dove bold; a 
© man whom a violent paſſion has en. 


% chanted, is afraid of nothing; I am 


6 ready to be the victim of your juſt 
« wrath; I ſhall not complain of the 
* cruelty of the torments you put me 
© toy if you will ſpare your favourite 


% ſlave. Alas! ſhe lived quietly in 


«© your ſeraglio before my arrival, and 


* contented with making a great king 
6% happy: ſhe began to forget a miſera- 
© ble lover, whom ſhe thought ſhe 


e ſhould ſee no more; the underſtood 


« that I was in this city, her firſt fires 
& rekindled; it is I that came to diſturb 
«« your paſſion, it is only I that you 
© ought to puniſh.“ | 
While I was talking thus, Zelica, 
© whom the king had ſent for, came in, 
followed by Chapour and Cale Cairi: 
© having heard my laſt words, ſhe ran 
© and threw herſelf at Firouzchah's 
© feet, © Pardon, my lord,” ſays ſhe, 
cc this young man; it is on the guilty 
% ſlave, who has betrayed you, that 
« your wrath ought to fall.“ Ah, 
& traitors!” cried the king, expect 
© no favour, either of you; you ſhall 
ce periſh! Ah, you ingrate She begs 
% mercy only for the wretch who has 
«© offended me; and he ſeems concerned 
6 for nothing but the loſs of what he 
& loves. Dare they ſhew amorous 
e rage before me? What inſolence is 
6 this!—Vizier,” ſaid he, turning to 
his miniſter, “ ſee them carried to 
«© execution; let them be tied to the 
5 Rue and become, when they are 
( dead, a prey to dogs and birds!“ 
. 66 Hold, 
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ce Hold, Sir!“ cried I; ** take care 
te how you treat a king's daughter with 
«© ſo much iznominy; and let your fu- 
« rious jealouſy reſpe& the auguſt 
e blood that flows in her veins!” At 
© theſe words Firouzchah ſeemed aſto- 
© niſhed. ** To what prince, ſays he 
«© to Zelica, do you owe your birth??? 
The princeſs looked on me very 
« fiercely, ſaying, © Indiſcreet Haſan! 
« why have you diſcovered what I 
« would have hideven to myſelf? My 
« comfort was, that when I had died, 
« they ſhould not know the rank of 
« which I was born: by reveaiing it, 
« you cover me with ſhame.—Well, 
«© Fjrouzchah,” continued ſhe, addreſ- 
« ſing herſelf to the King of Candahar, 
« know, then, who I am: the flave 
« whom thou condenineſt to an infa- 
«© mous death, is the daughter of 
« Schah Tahmaſpe.” After that, ſhe 
«© told him her whole ſtory, not forget- 
ting the leaſt circumſtance. 

After ſhe had done telling him her 
© adventures, at which the king was 
« ſtil] more aſtoniſhed—** Thus, my 
% lord, have you come at the know- 
« ledgeof a ſecret which I did not in- 
te tend to reveal to you, but was forced 
© to doit by the indiſcretion of my lo- 
« yer only: having confeſſed ſo much 
© to you, I pray you to order that I 
4 may be immediately put to death it 
* is all the favour I beg of your ma- 
« jeſty.” | 

« Madam,”” ſays the king, I re- 
ce peal the ſentence of your death: I 
am too juſt not to forgive your infi- 
© delity; what you have told me, 
makes me look upon it with another 


« eye; I complain of you no longer, 
and even reſtore you to mars A 
e 


« Live you for Haſan; and may t 

% happy Haſan live for you! T alfo give 
« lifeand liberty to Chapour and your 
* confidante, Go, perfect lovers; go, 
paſs the reſt of your lives together ; 
and may nothing ſtop the courſe of 
your pleaſures As for thou, trai- 


*© tor!” continued he, turning to the 


« faquir, © thou ſhalt be puniſhet for 


© thy treaſon, Baſe and envious ſou]! 
© thou couldſt not endure the happi- 
neſs of thy friend, and art come here 
todeliver thyſelf up to my vengeance! 
* Ah, wretchl it is thou who ſhalt be 
the victim to my jealouſy!” At theſe 
* #9195, he ordered the grand vizier to 
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carry the faquir, and put him into 
the hands of the hangman. 

While that rogue was led to execu- 
tion, Zelica and I threw ourſelves at 
the King of Candahar's feet; we 
moiſtened them with tears, in the 
tranſports of gratitude and joy with 
which we were then animated. In 
fine, we aſſured him that, ſenſible of 
his generous goodneſs, we ſhould 
keep an eternal remembrance of it in 
our minds, We then went out of his 
apartment, with Chapour and Cale 
Cairi; we repaired to the houſe that 
had been hired for me, but we found 
it levelled with the ground: the king 
had commanded it to be razed, and 
the ſoldiers who had received that 
command, executed it ſo readily, that 
it was demoliſhed, and the materials 
removed when we returned to it. 
There was not one ſtone left tanding 
upon another; the crowd lent a help- 
ing hand, and the moveables were all 
plundered.” 


DAY XCVIL. 


HOUGH theprinceſsandTre. 
« joiced to find ourſelves toge- 
ther, though we loved one another 
entirely, yet we could not help being 
ſtartled at that ſight. The houſe, it 


is true, was a hired one, ready-Fur- 


niſhed, and the furniture, conſequent. 
ly, did not belong to us; but Zelica 
had, by Chapour, ſent abundance of 
rich goods there, which had not been 
ſpared. We had little money, and 
held counſel with the eunuch and 
Cale Cairi what we ſhould do. After 
a long deliberation, we came to a re- 
ſolution to take up our lodgings in a 
caravanſerail. | 

« Juſt as we were going there, an of- 
ficer of the king's houſhold came to 


us, and told us, the king his maſter 


had ſent him to offer us a lodging 
that the grand vizier had a houſe 
without one of the city gates, much 
better than that which had been razed 
—that we ſhonld be more commo- 
diouſly lodged there—and he would, 
if we pleaſed, conduct us. We fol- 
lowed him, and he led us to a houſe 
that looked very fine, and was per- 
fectly well built: the inſide anſwered 
the outſide; every thing was magni- 

© ficent, 
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© fcent. There were twenty flaves, 
* who told us their maſter had ordered 
© them to ſupply us with every thing we 
wanted, and to ſerve us as long as we 
ſtaid there. | 
Two days after, we were viſited by 
the grand vizier, who brought us a 
preſent from the king of ſeveral packs 
of filk and linen, with twenty purſes, 
in each of which were a thouſand ſe- 
quins of gold. However, thinking 
ourſelves under a fort of confinement 
in a borrowed houſe, and the king's 
eſents having enabled us to ſettle 
ourſelves elſewhere, we joined a great 
© caravan of Candahar, who were 
© bound for Bagdad, and arrived there 
* happily with them. 
We took up our lodgings at my 
* houſe, where we ſpent | time in 
© reſting ourſelves after the fatigue of 
* fo long a journey: after that, I ap- 
© peared in the city, and looked out my 
friends; they were amazed to ſee me 
again. is it poſſible that you ſhould 
e be ſtill alive!” ſaid they: your 
* partners are returned, and aſſured us 
« you were dead.” As ſoon as I un- 
* deritood my jewellers were at Bagdad, 
J ran to the grand vizier, threw my- 
© ſelf at his feet, and told him how TI 
had been ferved by them: he preſently 
5 ordered them both to be taken into 
£ cuſtody, and commanded me to exa- 
© mine them in his preſence. © Is it 
c not true, faid 1, ©* that I awoke 
1 while you had me in your arms— 


* * 


„ „ „„ „„ „ „ „ a % 


4. that I aſked you what you were do- 


„ ing—and, without ſaying a word, 


s you threw me into the fea, through 


* one of the ſhip's port-holes?” They 


_ © er I dreamt it, and that I my- 
| ©: 


f fell into the ſea in my fleep. 
4 Well, Sirs,” m__ the vizier, *f how 


es came it that you ſeemed not to know 


© him at Ormus? They anſwered, they 
© never ſaw me at Ormus. What is 


ec that you ſay?“ replied he, looking 
© on them with a threatening counte-. 
© nance; ** I'll] hen certificate of the 


ce cady of Ormus, that tall prove the 
c contrary.” At theſe words, which 
the vizier ſaid to frighten them, my 
© two partners trembled, and turned 
© pale. © You change colour!“ ſaid 
C 8 © come, come, confeſs the crime, 


te and do not force me to compel you 


& to do it by the rack.“ 
They then confeſſed all; and, upon 
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© their confeſſion, were impriſoned 
© till the caliph, who they ſaid woulc 
© take cognizance of this affair him- 
* ſelf, ſhould order what death they 
© ſhould be put to; but they found 
© means to deceive their keepers, or ra- 
ther to corrupt them; they made their 
«© eſcape out of priſon, and concealed 
© themſelves ſo well at Bagdad, that, 
© whatever ſearch the grand vizier could 
© make for them, there was no diſco- 
* vering them. In the mean time, all 
© their goods were ſeized, and the caliph 
* took poſſeffion cf them, except a 
© ſmall part which was given me, to 
make me amends for the damages I 
* had fuffered by their robbing me. Af. 
© ter that, I thought of nothing buy 
leading a quiet life with my princeſs. 
Wie lived very lovingly and happily, 
© and all my prayers to Heaven were, 
that I might live as I then did all the 
reſt of my life. Vain wiſhes! Can 
* mankind be a long time happy? Will 
not ſorrows and cares inceſſantly diſ- 
© turb their repoſe? One evening, as I 
© returned from diverting myſelf with 
* ſome of my friends, I knocked at my 
* gate a long while, and nobody an- 
© {wered: I was ſurprized at it; and, I 
© knew not why, began to have ſome 
© foreboding thoughts of miſchief. I 
* knocked again, and again; not a ſlave 
« was ſtirring: my e Ti in- 
* creaſed, * What can I think of 
« this?” ſaid I to myſelf; © there cer- 
© tainly has happened ſome new miſ- 
« fortunes to me. The neighbours, 
hearing fuch a noiſe, came out, and 
© were as much aſtoniſhed as myſelf, 
© that my ſervants did not anſwer. 
They helped me to break open the 
gate: we went in, and found all my 
ſlayes with their throats cut in the 
court and the outward hall, We 
went to Zelica's apartment; and, O 
dreadful fight! 0 Chapour and 
Cale Cairi lie dead, and weltering in 
their blood. I called my princeſs; 
ſhe made me no reply: I ſearched all 
the houſe over, and could ſee nobody. 
Not able to bear my misfortunes, F 
fel] into a ſwoon in my neighbours 
arms: happy had I been, if the angel 
of death had took me that moment; 
but, no; it was the will of Heaven 
that I ſhould live to ſee all the horror 
of my deſtiny,” | 
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DAY XCIX. 


8 my neighbours had 
© brought me to life again by 


their cruel kindneſs, I aſked-how it 
was poſſible ſuch a great laughter 
ſhould be made in my houſe, without 
their hearing the leaſt noiſe. They 
told me they heard nothing, and were 
as much ſurprized as 1, I ran pre- 
ſently to the cady, who ſent the nayb 
and his aſas back with me; but all 
their ſearch was to no purpoſe, and 
every one made his own conjectures 
on this tragical event. 

As for my part, I thought, and ſo 
did a great many more, that my part- 
rers might be the authors of it; and 
was ſo afflicted at it that I fell ſick. I 
was ill ſeveral months, and in a lan- 
guiſhing condition: at laſt I fold my 
houſe at Bagdad, and went, with what 
I had left, to live at Mouſel. I re- 
moved thither, becauſe I had a rela- 
tion there whom I loved very well, 
and who was very greatwith the King 
of Mouſel's grand vizier. My kinſ- 
man received me very kindly; and in 
a little time I became acquainted with 
that miniſter, who, obſerving that 1 
had a genius for buſineſs, found me 
employment. I did my utmoſt to 
diſcharge myſeif well in whatever he 
put me upon, and had the good for- 


tune to ſucceed. He grew every day 


more and more to have an opinion of 
me: I by degrees gained his confi- 


dence, and inſenſibly came to have a 


part in the moſt ſecret affairs of ſtate. 
I ioon helped to eaſe him of the bur- 
den of them. Some years after this, 
that miniſter died; and the king, per- 
haps too much prejudiced in favour 
of me, gave me his place. I ſupplied 
it for two years, to the content both of 
the king and his people; inſomuch 
that that monarch, to ſhew how well 
ſatisfied he was with my miniſtry, 
gave me the name of Atalmulck. 
Soon after, envy role up againſt me; 
ſome great lords became my ſecret 
enemies, and reſolved to ruin me: 
the better to come at their ends, they 
rendered me ſuſpected to the Prince 
of Mouſel; who, influenced by their 
miſrepreſentations of me, demanded 
my depoſition of his father. The 
king, at firſt, would not conſent to it; 
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| but, in the end, he could not reſiſt the 


c 
0 


preſſing inſtances of his ſon. 


I left 


Mouſel, and came to Damaſcus,where 


K —⁸ãůãůmũ/nM ed /m i ⁊ m 


I had ſoon the honour to be preſented 
to your majeſty, _ 5 
© This, Sir, is the hiſtory of my life, 
and the cauſe of that profound ſorrow 
with which I always appear over- 
whelmed. The loſs of Zelicais till 
reſent to my mind, and renders me 
inſenfible of joy: if I was certain that 
rinceſs was dead, I might, perhaps, 
fofe the remembrance of her, as I di 
before; but the uncertainty I am in 
as to her fate, ever brings her freſh 
into my memory, and nouriſhes my 
grief.” 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HIS» 
TORY OF KING BEDREDDIN Loro. 


1X HEN the Vizier Atalmulck had 


done telling his adventures, the 


king ſaid, I am not ſurprized that vou 


* 
c 


„ R a 19 a a 1 ©. = K „ 


are ſo ſorrowful; you have juſt 
grounds for it: but every body has 
not, like you, loſt a princeſs; 1 you 
are in the wrong to think that, among 
all mankind, there is not one who 15 
perfectly contented. You are in a 
great error; and, without mention - 
ing others, am ſatisfied Prince Seyfel 
Mulouk, my favourite, thinks him- 
{elf entirely happy.*—* Icannat tell, 
my lord,” replied Atalmulck; though 
he appears to be happy, I dare not at- 
firm that he is really ſo.—“ Well,“ 


ſays the king, I ſhall convince you of 


» 


that preſently.” He then called the 


captain of his guards, and ordered him 
to ſeek for the Prince Seyfel Mulouk. 


w 


The captain of the guards did as he 
as ordered; the favourite came to tk: 


king his maſter's apartment, who ſaid 
to him, Prince, I would know whe - 


o 
o 


ther you arecontented with your def. 
tiny?*'—* Ah, my lord!” replied the 


favourite, © can your majeſty put that 


NN A R M a a oy 


queſtion to me? Though I am a ftran. 
ger, I am reſpected in the city of Na- 
maſcus: the great lords make their 
court to me; I am thechannelthrough 


which all favours paſs; in a word, 
you love me. 


How can I fail of be- 
ing happy? —“ It imports me,” re- 


plies the king, * that you tell me the 


truth. 


Atalmulck maintains that 


* there 1519 man happy: I think, on the 


conttary, 
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© contrary, that you are fo. Tell me 


© ff I am deceived, and if any hidden 
© forrow ſpoils the pleaſure of the for- 
© tune that I have made you: ſpeak 
© your mind,*—* My lord,” replied 
Seyfel Mulouk, * fince your majeſty 
© commands me to do it, I muſt tell 
© you that, notwithſtanding all your 
© goodneſs to me, notwithſtanding the 
© pleaſures that I am ſurrounded with, 
© of which your court is always full, I 
© have a ſecret diſquict which diſturbs 


the repoſe of my life; I have a worm 


in my breaſt that inceſſantly gnaws 
© it; and, what adds ſtill to my miſery, 
© it is without remedy.” 

The King of Damaſcus was ſur- 
prized to hear his favourite talk fo, and 
thought that he had alſo had ſome prin- 
ceſs taken from him. Tell me, fays 
be, your ſtory: 1 doubt not there is 
© ſome lady in the caſe, and am very 
much deceived if your chagrin is not 
© of the fame kind with Atalmulck's.* 
Then Bedreddin's favourite gave him 
the following account of his adven- 
tures. 


THE HISTORY OF PRINCE SEYFEL 


MULOUK., 


a 1 Have already had the honour to tell 
* © your majeſty I am the ſon of Aſem 
Ben Sefouan, Sultan of Egypt, and 

the brother of that prince who ſuc- 
ceeded him. When I was in my ſix- 
teenth year, I by chance found the 
door of my father's treaſury open: 1 


entered it, and looked aboùt me, very 


4 

6 

o 

c 

E 

* 

5 attentively, on thoſe things that ſeem- 
© ed rare to me; I particularly was 
«* mightily taken with a little cedar- 
£ chelt ſet with pearls, diamonds, eme- 
© ralds, and topazes; 1t opened with a 
© little gold key that was in the lock. 
© I opened it, and perceived a ring of 
0 

« 

[4 


wonderful beauty, with a little gold 
box, in which was a woman's pic- 


ture, 

© The features of it were ſo regular, 
© the eyes ſo lively, the air ſo charm- 
' mg, that I thought at firſt it was a 
© picture drawn for pleaſure only, 
4 The works of nature,” cried I, are 
© not ſo perfect. What honour does 
*© this do to the pencil that drew it! I 
© admire the painter's fancy, and an 
imagination that could form ſo fine 
«© an idea.“ | 


* 
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I Could not n eyes off from 


* this picture; and, what is more 
ſtrange tkan all the reſt, is, that I fell 
in love with it. I thought it might, 
perhaps, be the 33 of ſome . 
ing princefs; and the more I grew in 
love with it, the more did I flatter my- 
ſelf it was fo. I ſhut the box, and put 
it in my pocket, with the ring, which 
1 had a mind alſo to ſteal: I then 
went out of the treaſury. 
© Thad aconfidante called Saed: he 
was the ſon of a great lord of Cairo, 
I loved him: he was a few years older 
than I. I told him my adventure; 
he aſked to ſee the picture; I gave it 
him: he took it out of the box, to ſee 
whether there was not ſomething 
written on the back of it, that might 
inform us what I longed ſo much to 
know; I mean, the name of the per- 
fon who was painted there. We per- 
ceived, in the inſide of the box, theſe 
words, in Arabick characters, done 
round it, “Bedi a] Jemal, daughter 
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© of King Chabbal,” 


*1 was charmed with this diſcovery, 
and tranſported that I did not love an 
imaginary object: I defired my con- 
fidante to enquire out this KingChah- 
bal, and where he reigned, Saed had 
recourſe to the moſt cunning men of 
Cairo; but nobody could tell him: 
io tlrat I reſolved to travel over all the 
world but I would find him out, and 
never ſee Egypt again till I had ſeen 
Bedi al Jemal. I prayed the fultan 
my father to let me go to the court of 
the Caliph of Bagdad, to have a fight 
of the wonders to be ſeen there, which 
I heard much talk of: he conſented 
to it; and, as TI intended to travel in- 
cognito, I did not take a great train 
with me; I had nobody but Saed, and 
ſome flaves, whoſe zeal I had made 
proof of. | | 

I ſoon put the finering I had taken 
out of the box on my finger; and did 
nothing all the way but talk with my 
confidante of the Princeſs Bedi al je- 
mal, whoſe picture was never out of 
my hands, When J arrived at Bag- 
dad, and had ſeen all the curioſities in 
that city, I demanded of the learned 
whether they could not tell me in 
what part of the world one might find. 


the territories of King Chahbal: they 
« replied 
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© not ſhipwrecked. We at laſt caſt an- 


replied, they could not; but if it was 
of importance to me to know it, I 
need only be at the trouble to go to 
Baſra, where lived an old man of an 
hundred threeſcore and ten years of 
age, called Padmanaba, who was 
ignorant of nothing, and without 
doubt could ſatisfy my curiofity. _ 
I did not ftay long after that at 
Bagdad; I went to Baſra, and found 
« gut the old man; who, as old as he 
« was, had (till a great deal of vigour, 
« My fon,” faid he, ſmiling, ““ what 
« ſeryice can I do yau?”'—< Father,” 
« replied I, © I would know where 
« King Chahbal reigns; it is of the 
« laſt conſequence tome. I conſulted 
« ſome learned men at Bagdad, and 
« they could give me no manner of 
« light in the matter: they told me, 
« however, I might inform myſelf by 
<«« you, both of that king and his king- 
dom.“ The old man anſwered— 
« Son, the learned men to whom you 
applied yourſelf, take me to be gels 
ignorant than I am. I do not know 
« exactly whereabout King Chahbal's 
c territories lie; I only remember to 
« have heard ſome travellers ſpeak of 
« him. If I am not miſtaken, King 
„ Chahbal reigned in an iſland near 
that of Serendib; but it is a conjec- 
ture only, and I may be miſtaken.” 

© I thanked Padmanaba for Os 
at leaſt fixed a place where J hope 
I might know more of the bufineſs I 
went about: I then reſolved to go to 
Serendib. I embarked for that ifland 
with Saed and my ſlaves on the Gulph 
of Baſra, in a merchant-ſhip bound 
for Surat: from Surat we went toGoa; 
where we heard there was a ſhiþ bound 
for the Iſle of Serendib, which was to 
fail in a few days. We embarked 
in that ſhip, and ſet ſail from Goa 


with ſo fair a wind, that we made a 
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cond, the wind changed, and there 
aroſe a violent ſtorm; the mariners 
gave us over for loſt, and abandoned 
the ſhip to the windand the ſea. Some- 
times the waves opened to ſwallow us 
up, and diſcloſed ſuch a dreadful 
abyſs, that we were almoſt dead of 
* fear: ſometimes they lifted us to the 
* clouds, We were thus driven about 
© by them ſeveral days: but that which 
* ſurprized us all, and was looked upon 
by us as a miracle, was, that we were 
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great deal of way the firſt day: the ſe- 
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chor at an iſle near the Maldives. 

© It was not very large, and ſeemed 
to he deſart: we prepared to go aſhore 
to a thick wood, which appeared to 
us to ſtand in the middle of it; when 
an old ſeaman, who knew very well 
the coaſts of India, told us the iſle was 
inhabited by negroes, who were ido- 
laters, and worſhipped a ſerpent, to 
whom they gave al} ſtrangers that fell 
into their hands, to be deyoured; that, 
inſtead of landing there, we muſt put 
to ſea again, and gain the Maldives, 
if poſſible. The captain, who de- 
pended very much on this ſailor's ex- 
perience, doubted not of the truth of 
what he ſaid; and it was reſolved that 
we ſhould weigh anchor the next 
morning as ſoon as it was day, to get 
as far off as we could from ſo dange- 
rous a place. 

This reſolution was wiſe enough, 
if we could have put it in execution; 
but we had better have gone away im- 
mediately, and abandoned ourſelves 
to the ſea again: fot in the middle of 
the night we were on a ſudden aſ- 
ſaulted by a great number of negroes, 
who entered our ſhip, loaded us with 
irons, and carried us to their habi- 
tations,” 


DAY Ct 
« AY began to break; when, af- 


ter having crofſed the wood, 
we ſaw the day before we came to the 
horde of the negroes: it conſiſted of 
a great many little cabins made of 
wood and earth, in the middle of which 
was raiſed a great pavilion of the 
ſame materials; and this they called 
the king's palace. We were led to it, 
and ſaw the king ſeated on a throne 
made of cockle-ſhells: he was a ne- 
gro of gigantick form, ſo ugly and 
frightful, that he looked rather like 
a deyil than a man. The princeſs his 
daughter fat by him; ſhe was about 
thirty years old, and was ſomewhat 
like her father both in ſize and vi- 
ſage. 
One of the principal negroes wha 
had taken us, made us do moſt pro- 
found reverences to the black mo- 
narch and his daughter: be then gave 
an account of Bis happy expedition. 
8 The 


PERSTAN TALES, 
% panions: the Princeſs Huſnara my 
« miſtreſs has prepared a ſweeter deſti- 
ny for you; I will tell you no more, 
for ſhe herſelf is about to let you 


"$8 
he. 
© The king having heard him with 
© pleaſure, ſhewed he wis very well ſa- 
* tisfied with what he and his com- 
* panjons had done: then, pointing to © 
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* us with his finger, he ſai 
| © 2ier, © Go, conduct thoſe priſoners 
** to a tent by themſelves, and let one 
1 of them be every day ſacrificed to the 
god we adore.” The vizier obeyed 
* him: we were led by him to a ſepa- 
© rate tent; where we had ſome rice and 
other proviſions brought us, by his 


fatter. The next day, two negroes 
fetched one of our companions to de- 
liver him to the ſerpent; the day after 
they did the fame by another: and 
thus, every morning, one of our com- 
rades was deyoured by that monſter; 
till my ſlaves, the captain, the pilot, 
and the mariners, were all ſacrificed, 

There remained only Saed and me; 
ve were ready to ſubmit to the ſame 
© fate, and expected that the negroes 
© would the next morning part us for 
4 
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ever. Ah, my dear prince!” ſaid 

my confidante, ** fince we muſt both 
«<< be victims, pray Heaven, at leaſt; that 
% I may die before you! and may it not 
«< ſuffer me to ſee you led from me to 
« death! I could not bear it. Ah, 
4 Saecd!” replied I, ©* why waſt thou 


4 the companion of my misfortunes ?_ 


« When, infatuated with a ſenſeleſs 
4 paſſion, I left Cairo to ſearch every 
«. where for an object which I cannot 
« perhaps meet with, or if I meet with, 
c cannot obtain, why didſt not thou 
% leave me to periſh alone? Thou wert 
« againſt my ſentiments; I rejected 
e thy wiſe counſels: is it juſt that thou 
« ſhouldeſt die with a man who would 
% not hearken to thee?” While we 
£ were ſpending ourſelves in theſe vain 
© complaints, the negroes came; and, 
£ addreſſing themſelyes to me, faid—— 
« Follow us!” At theſe words I trem- 
© bled; and, turning to Saed, bade him 
© adieu for ever. We had not ſtrength 
to ſpeak to one another, we were fo 
« ſeized with fear and grief; we were 
© contented to expreſs ourſelves by our 
looks, which ſufficiently ſhewed the 
5s emotions of our ſouls. 

The negroes led me to a huge tent, 
© whereI thought I was to be ſacrificed; 
© but a black woman came up to me as 
* ſoon as I entered it, ſaying, Take 
„ courage, young man; you will not 


have the jame fate with your eom- 


to his vi- 


order, that the victims might be the 
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know your good fortune. Iam her 
* favourite ſlave, and have orders to 
© introduce you into the moſt ſecret 


66 ue of this pavilion, here ſhe waits 


or you with impatience.” At theſe 
© words, the two negroes who had ac- 
companied me withdrew; and Huſna- 
ra's favourite ſlave, taking me by the 
hand, conducted me to a little room, 
where her miſtreſs was alone, fitting 
on a ſort of ſofa, coyered with the 
. ſkins of wild beaſts. 

* Her complexion was of the olive 
kind; her eyes lively, and very little; 
her noſe flat, her mouth wide, her lips 
very big, and her teeth of an amber- 
colour; her hair ſhort, very much 
frizled, and blacker than ebony: in- 
ſtead of a coif, ſhe wore on her head 
a plain bonnet of yellow ſtuff, with a 
red border, on which was a plume of 
feathers of ſeveral colours; ſhe had 
on her neck a collar of great grains of 
talagaija, blue.and yellow; her robe 
was long, made of tyger-ſkins, and 
reached from her ſhoulders to her 
feet. This object was not likely to 
put Bedi al Jemal out of my head. 
Come hither, young man,“ ſaid 
© ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me; come, 
& fit by me; I have ſomething ta tell 
*© you that will comfort you for falling 
6“ into the hands of the king my fa- 
« ther. At this diſcourſe,” continued 
© ſhe, after I was ſat down, © thou 
e oughteſt to be impatient to know 
© what I haye to ſay to thee: it is ex- 
„ cuſableif thou art, becauſe.the thing 
is the molt important and moſt agree- 
«© able that could happen to thee. I 
© took a liking to thee the firſt minute I 
© {aw thee; and will not only fave thy 
life, but make choice of thee for a lo- 
ver: I will prefer thee to the greateſt 
© lords of the court, who are all charm- 
c ed with my beauty.“ Though I 
needed not have been ſurprized at this 
confeſhon of hers, ſince her favourite 
ſlave had ſufficiently prepared me for 
it, yet I could not help being ſhocked 
at it: I abhorred the thoughts of 
making her ſuch an anſwer as ſhe de- 
fired; but was fo afraid of expoſing 
myſelf to her rage, that I durſt not 
ſpeak my mind freely. When ſhe ſaw 
I made her no reply, and was in con- 
« fulion, 
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« fuſion, ſhe ſaid, ©* Young man, I do 
© not wonder at thy filence and diſor- 
« der; thou didſt not expect that a 
« young and handſome princeſs ſhould 


« advances; and the ſurprize which ſo 
« much good fortune muſt put thee 
ce into, ties up thy tongue: but, inſtead 
« of being offen ed at thy confuſion, I 


« am charmed with it; it is a kind 


ce omen to my love; and thy ſilence, 
« which, without doubt, is a token of 
© the exceſs of thy BE is more a plea- 
« ſure to me than all the acknowledg- 
« ments thou couldſt make me by 
% words. Saying this, ſhe gave me 
© one of her hands to- kiſs, as a taſte 
« of farther pleaſure which ſhe kept in 
© ſtore for me. She was ſo perſuaded 
that nobody could ſee her without 
loving her, that ſhe took the ſigns of 
« diſguſt which appeared in my looks 
and actions, for tokens of love. In 
© the mean time, two black flaves came 
and ſpread ſkins upon the ground, up- 
© on which others preſently laid plates 
of rice, and ſeveral kinds of conſerves 
* 
o 
£ 


* 


of honey: the princeſs ordered me to 
lie down on the ſkins, as ſhe did, and 
to eat of her proviſions.” 


DAY Cl. 


E 1 Did very little honour to her enter- 
K * tainment: ſhe mightily impor- 


tuned me to eat. What is the mat- 


* ter, young man?“ ſaid ſhe. © Have 
«© you no ſtomach? How does it pleaſe 
me to ſee it! You have doubtleſs the 
© more love for it. You are fo charm- 
ed with the expectation of what I am 
« willing you ſhould hope for, that 
1 Fa think every moment loſt, and 
<< have not patience to eat. However, 
© continued ſhe, “ as violent as your 
«« deſires may be, I cannot raiſe you to 
«the bigheſt pitch of your happineſs 
« till night, I am going to the king 
my father, to pray him to ſpare your 
and your comrade's life, becauſe 
„ Mihrafya, my favourite flave, has 
** takena liking to him.” 

* She then roſe, called for a veil; and, 
* while ſhe was preparing to appear be- 


fore her father, ſaid, ** Young man, 


return to thy tent; go to thy com- 
9 tell him he ſhall have the 
** happineſs to poſſeſs my favourite 


** lavez carry him that agreeable news; 


jo demean herſelf as to make thee 
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& rejoice, both of you, and give thanks 
* to Fortune; which, at the ſame time 
© that it ſaves you from the misfortune 
6 of all your fellows, procures you a 
&« delicious life in the very ſame place 
„ where they ſuffered death. As ſoon 
« asSit is night I will ſend for thee to 
*© ſup with me, and we will be merry 
«« together.“ | 

© I thanked the Princeſs Huſnara for 
her goodneſs to me, though I reſolyed 
rather to die than to make any uſe of 
it. A negro was called to be my con- 
ductor; and he carried me back to my 
tent. One cannot expreſs the joy of 
Saed at the ſight of me again; it could 
not have been greater, had he at once 
found himſelf delivered out of the 
cruel hands of the negroes, and tran- 
ſported fafely to Egypt. Ah!“ 
cried he, “are you there, my dear 
prince? Ideſpaired of ever ſeeing my 
© maſter again; I thought the barba- 
* rians had ſacrificed you, and the fa» 
ce tal ſerpent, to whom error has here 
8 e altars, had devoured you. Is 
it poſſible that you are reſtored tome, 
& and are come to dry up the tears that 
T have been ſpilling . you!“ 

«© Ves, Saed!” ſaid I; “ and am to 
« tell you, too, that my ſafety depends 
% on myſelf; I can, if I pleaſe, eſcape 
« the fate of all our companions.” —= 
« Ah, my lord!” replied Saed, inter- 
© rupting me, “ may I give faith to it? 
«© Shall I believe that you can avoid the 


ut Eo Eco, 


* 


death which threatens us? What hap- 


„ py tidings do you bring me [ 
c tell you nothing but truth,” replied 
© I; „ but you do not know at what 
6e price I can ſave my life: when you 
« do, you will not be ſo tranſported 
« with joy; you will, perhaps, think 


«© me more to be pitied than it I had al- 


cc ready loſt my life. I then told him 
* what had paſſed between me and the 
© king of the, negroes daughter. 

IJ agree,” ſaid my confidante,when 
© he had heard me out, “ that it is not 
ce very pleaſant to ſee one's ſelf in the 
« arms of ſuch a lover; it is not with- 
cc out reaſon that you are ſet againſt 
cc her: I am of your opinion; but life 
« 1s a fine thing. Conſider, it is a very 
© melancholy buſineſs to be a ſacrifice 
« at your age: put a force upon your- 
cc ſelf, my prince; give way to neceſ- 
« fity.”” At this I cried out, O Saed! 
« what counſel is it you give me? Let 


us ſee if you are capable of follow- 
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& ing it yourſelf; for, I muſt tell you, 
* you are in the ſame taſe. The prin- 


„ _ 


, ceſs's favourite ſlave has caſt her eyes 


upon you, and requires that you 
© ſhould love her: ſhe is not handſomer 
c than her miſtreſs. Do you find your- 
5 ſelf in any diſpoſition to make her the 
46 returns ſhe expects for the favour ſhe 
© intends you this night?“ | 

© Sacd changed colour at this diſ- 
« Heavens! what have I 
4% heard?” cried he. Will the fa- 
“ yourite ſlave fave my life for me to 
te devote it to her? Rather let the ne- 
$ groes come and lead me to their pa- 
e god! A thouſand times let the ſer- 
56 pent devour me, before I anſwer her 
© careſſes!*”—< So, ſo, Saed!“ replied 


I, „you ſhew a great deal of repug- 
1 


6 nance to a lady who has a kindneſs 
* for you: you forget that life is a fine 
„ thing. As ſoon as you are to be 
* compelled to love an horrible object, 
* death loſes all it's terrors with you; 
& and yet you would have me be afraid 
©* of it. Confeſs, now, it is not eaſy to 
„ maſter one's inclinations; nor to ſhew 
4% love to a perſon who has nothing 
* about her but what is ſhocking: an 
c effort above the ſtrength of the maſt 
8e impetuous youth! We had better 
«© both periſh than ſo debaſe ourſelves, 
© topretend love for two women whom 
% we cannot but hate and deteſt!” 
My confidante's ſentiments being the 
© ſame with mine, we thought of no- 
£ thing but death: we impatiently wait- 
ed for night, not for any pleaſure we 
promiſed ourſelves then, but to affront 
our miſtreſſes, and let them know 
with what horror we thought of them. 
This was a new thing for lovers: we 


choler againſt us, and oblige them to 
ut us to death. We imagined that, 
if a beautiful woman who 1s lighted 
be carried to the greateſt extremities, 
we ſhould not with impunity offend 
two of the uglieſt and moſt cruel crea- 
tures in the world. 
*Nightbeing come, a negro officer be- 
s longing to the Princeſs Huſnara came 
to us, and ſaid, Happy ſlaves, pre- 
« pare 2.4 Leia to enjoy the ſweeteſt 
of all pleaſures: two tender lovers 


* wait your coming. Bleſs the day- 


* when the fury of the fea and the 
Le winds threw you on theſe coaſts!” 
We followed the negro without mak- 


* ing him any anſwer; but he might 
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hoped by this means to raiſe their 
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have ſeen, by our ſilence, that the la- 
dies who ere, us were not like to 

pleaſed with us: grief, 
or rather deſpair, was painted in our 
eyes. He conducted us to the Princeſs 


© Huſnara's pavilion, where we were 


« introduced to her: ſhe was at table 
© with her favourite ſlave, both of them 
lying along on the ground upon ſkins, 
* Come, and fit by me,” ſays Huſnara 
to me; ( and let thy companion place 
& himſelf by Mihrafya. There were 
© ſeveral diſhes, of which they obliged 
us to eat; and black flaves ſerved us 
«* plentifully with a drink made of corn 
s mearthen cups painted,” | 


| DAY CUI. 
c IRE princeſs, to pleaſe me, was 


very free on her part; and the 
ſame was Mihrafya on 4b to pleaſe 
Saed alſo. This freedom inſenſibly 
increaſed upon them ſo far, that we 
could not help letting them know the 

Joſt their time: I ſaid a thoufand of 
fenſive things to Huſnara; and my 
confidante had not more gallantry 
than I. | | 

© Our diſcourſe had a quick effect: 
© our ladies changed countenance im- 
© mediately; they looked furiouſly up- 
* on us; and the king of the 1egross 
daughter cried, Ah, wretches! is 
this the return you make me for my 
« favours? Do you forget how dange- 
&* rous it is for you to provoke my 
& wrath?—Ingrate!” continued ſhe, ad- 
« dreſſing herſelf to me, * canſt thou 
with indifference receive all theſe 
“marks of my friendſhip? But why 
« do I ſay with indiffexence? Thou 
«« ſeemeſt to look on Huſnara with hor- 


* 
* 


„ ror! What doſt thou ſee in my per- 
.** ſon which begets thy averſion? What 


“ fault doſt thou find with me?” 

* Saying this, ſhe-turned to her fa- 
« vourite: Tell me, Mihrafya, do not 
«« flatter me; am I ugly or ill-ſhaped? 
What irregular features have I? In 
« a word, do I deſerve to be deſpiſed 
by this young ſtranger?” . Ah, my 
6 princeſs!” replied the favourite ſlave, 
cer there is not a lady upon earth who 
« is fit to be compared to you. No- 
thing is ſo perfect as your beauty; 
* nothing more free and more regular 
© than your ſhape! This young man 


« muſt ſurely have loſt his ſenſes, ſince 
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he does not do juſtice to your charms. 


If you meet with an ungrateful man, 


why ſhould I wonder this other ftran- 
r has no more liking to me? I 


cannot imagine how a man can look 


on you without adoring you! Can 
this youth behold you with indiffe- 
rence? He ought to die of love, or 
run mad, at the fight of you!“ 
That is true, replies the princeſs : 
you are alſo very amiable yourſelf, 
and your favours not to be deſpiſed, 
I obtained their reprieve of the king 
my father: but they are unwor.hy 
of the life I would have given them; 
they ſhall die. Call ſome of my of- 
ficers; let them carry the ſtrangers to 
the pagod, and deliver them to the 
divinity we adore!” Mihrafya un- 


dertook to call the officers herſelf: 


ſhe went for them, and returned in a 
little while, accompanied with two 
negroes. Draw near,” ſays the 
princeſs; ** take theſe young priſo- 
ners, and carry them to the pagod.“ 
The negroes were about to ſeize us, 


when, in the very inſtant, ſhe cried 


Hold! I know not what emotion agi- 
tates my ſoul, and oppoſes the death 
of theſe two criminals: it is doubt- 
leſs my hatred, which is not ſatisfied 
with ſo light a puniſhment, A quick 
death is too great a bleſſing for ſuch 
wretches; let them both live, but let 
it be in torment: ſend them to the 


nub, and let them grind night and 


day; ſuch a painful life will revenge 
me better than their death. 

« She then ordered the negroes to con- 
duct us to a place in the iſle where 
there were hand-mills, to ſet us to 
work, and never let us reſt a moment; 
which orders were preſently executed. 
We were carried tothe mills; and, as 
if grinding all day was not work hard 
enough for us, they made us fetch 
ſuch heavy burdens of wood, that we 
could ſcarce move under them, not 
being uſed to ſuch hard labour. The 
negroes, who ſaw how we were ſpent 
by it, maliciouſly aſked us if we had 
no mind to grow amorous. 
queſtion bringing into our memories 
the 1mage of our Jadies, inſpired ys 
with freſh vigour: we had rather ſtay 
at the mill than again have the ſight 


- ” 


of them. 


One day, theſe negroes left us a 
* great quantity of corn to grind, ſay- 


ing, © We are going to the horde; 


This 
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ſee that it be ground by the time we 
return.“ When my confidante and 


I were by ourſelves, ** Saed,”” faid I. 


now that our enemies are gone, let 
us improve the opportunity: let us 
get to the ſea-ſide; perhaps we may 
find ſome bark, in which we may 
make our eicape, or may ſee ſome 
ſhip to take us aboard, upon our 
making a ſignal. —“ J agree to it, 
my prince,“ replied Saed; „ Jet us 
do what we can to get out of this 
fatal iſle: if Heaven does not help us 
ſo far as to preſent us with ſome fair 
occaſion to fly from this iſland, we 
will throw ourſelves into the ſea; 
and I believe it will be more pleaſant 
to periſh in the waves than to con- 
tinue thus grinding at the mill.“ 

© I was in the ſame mind with 


confidante: we got to the ſea- ſide, 


which was not far off, and found there 
a boat faſtened to a pole; it was a 
negro-fiſherman's, whoſe dwelling 
was not far off, We immediately 
untied the boat, and put to ſea, aban- 
doning ourſelves to the mercy of the 
winds and the waves. "2 


DAY cv. 


\ \ E had ſcarce got our oars in 
| © hand, and were clear of the 


ſhore, when we eſpied the negro to 
whom the boat belonged: he made a 
dreadful bellowing after vs, when he 
found we were going off with it. He 
threatened us:. but his menaces and 
howlings were all to no purpoſe; we 
were got out to ſea, and loſt fight of 
the ifland before night, We thanked 
Heaven for eur deliverance, and were 
as glad as if we were arrived at ſome 
ſafe port. Though we were upon the 
main ocean, without proviſions, and 
the weak veſſel that carried us was 
every moment in danger of finking, 
yet we thought of nothing but our 
having eſcaped out of the hands of 
the negroes: we were not ſo much 
afraid of periſhing by the waters as 
of being devoured by a ſerpent. 

After having failed all night at ran- 
dom, we perceived, next morning, as 
ſoon as it was day, a little iſland: we 
made to it. The firſt things we ſaw 
were ſeveral trees loaden with fair 
fruits which bore the branches to the 
ground: it was the more welcome 
« fight, 
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fight, for that we began to have ver: 

: — ſtomachs; we gathered of e 
gate them, and found they were excel- 
© tent. Upon this, a perfect joy ſuc- 
© ceeded to the terror the negroes had 
? put us into; and, laughing at the very 
9 Wag that had bo etl oo us, we fell 
da xatHying each other on the amours 


pe had difdained. When we had re- 


© freſhed ourſelves a little, we tied our 
© boat to a ſtake, and went up into the 
© ie. I never ſaw a more agreeable 
© place: it was full of aloe : trees, and 
© ather fine wood; of all ſorts of fruit- 
©. trees, of ſprings and beauteous flow- 
a OR Wm 

What we were moſt. ſurprized at, 
| nodom and pleat iſle was ſo com. 


” 


modious and pleaſant, yet it appeared 
tobe deſerted. | ** What means it,” 
© faid I to Sacd, that this iſland is not 
inhabited? We are not, ſure, the firſt 
<< that ever came hither; others; muſt 
have diſcovered it before us. Why 
is it abandoned?” My confidante re- 
© plied, ** Sincenobody lives here, my 
% dear prince, it is a certain. ſign that 
1 * y can live here: there is ſome- 
« thing or other fo inconvenient in it, 
c that it is not to be inhabited.“ Ah, 
poor Saed i he little thought, when he 


2 truth. . 3 | 
We ſpent the day in rejoicing that 
© we had got ſafe thither, and in walk- 
ing up and down. When night came, 
e repoſed ourſelves on the graſs, 
* which was enamelled with a thouſand 
flowers of the ſneſt odour; we ſlept 
« deliciouſly: but when I awoke, to my 
great aſtoniſhment, I found myſelf 


Alone. I called, again and again, up- 


on Saed; but he made me no anſwer. 
I aroſe 10 ſeek for him; and having 
gone over a good, part of the iſle, I 
* returned to the place where we ſlept, 
« imagming I might find him there. I 

in vain waited for him all that day 


2 
and the following night, and then de- 


ſpaired to ſee him any more: I made 
the air reſound with my moans and 
© wailings. © Ah, my dear Saed!“' 
E cried I, © what is become of thee? 
„ While I had thee with me, thou 
«© helpedſt me to bear the burden of my 
be i fortune: thou didſt ſoothe my 
e pains by dividing them with me. By 
8 hat Al hay, by. what enchantment, 
ge am I robbed of thee? What power, 
more crpel than, the negroes, has 


NA A «„ „ 


« faid it, that he was ſpeaking ſo much 


W a 
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« parted us? I bad better have died with 
„ thee than live here alone! 

I could not comfort myſelf for the 
* loſs of myconfidante,and was puzzled 
to comprehend what could have be- 
fallen him. I grew deſperate with my 
© grief, and reſolved alſo to deſtroy my- 
« ſelf in that iſte. I will go all over 
<< it,” ſaid I; I will find out Saed, or 
« die!“ I then went to a wood I had 
«© ſpied at ſome diſtance; and coming to 
© it, found in the middle of it a caſtle, 


very Well built, encompaſſed with 


LY 


broad and deep ditches full of water, 
with a drawbridge, which was down. 
Ientercd into a largecourt, paved with 
white marble,and advanced to the gate 
of a very fine building of aloes- wood; 
ſeyeral birds were wrought upon it in 


* 


© -baſſo-relievo; and on the gate was a 
« great brazen lock made in the ſhape 


« ofa lion; a key was hanging to it by 


a chain of braſs alſo. I put it into the 
* lack, and the latter broke like glaſs; 
the gate opened rather of itſelf, than 


by my unlocking it; at which I was 


extremely ſurprized. I came within 


© it to a ſtair-caſe. of black marble; I 


mounted it, and firſt entered a great 
© ball, .whoſe furniture were hangings 
of ſilk and gold tapeſtry, and brocade 
* ſofas: thence I went into a chamber 
„ which was richly furpiſhed; but I did 


not mind that ſo muchas a young lady 


< whom I ſaw there. She was perfectly 
„ beautiful, Fad her beauty drew all my 


attention; ſhe lay on a great ſofa, her 
© head reclined on a cuſhion; ſhe was 
* gorgeoully drefled, and near her ſtood 


— 
1 


A table of black jaſper: her eyes were 


© cloſed, and I had reaſon to doubt 


* whether ſhe was living or not. I went 


1 up to her as ſoftly as 1 could, and 


© perceived that ſhe) breathed.” 


2 1 Stood ſome time looking upon her: 


* ſhe appeared to be as worthy of 
© love as any lady I had ever ſeen; and 
1 ſhould bave fallen in love with her, 

had not Bedi al Jemal ran ſtill in my 
mind. I longed mightily to know 
haw I came to meet with a lady alone 
in a caſtle, in a deſart iſle, where I ſaw 
nobody: I heartily, wiſhed ſhe, would 
awake; but ſhe ſlept fo ſoundly, that 
1,was, loth to break her xelt. I left 


© the;caſtle with a reſolution to return 
toit ſyme hours after. 


« ] walked 
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alked up and down in the iſland, 


ſomething like 78 but more hi- 
deous and fierce: 

them for wild beaſts of prey, had 
they not fled at the fight of me. I 
met alſo with other wild beaſts, who 


otherwiſe looked ſo fiercely, that one 
could not ſee them without being 


their taſte, and taken a long walk, I 


forbear gratifying the deſire I had to 
TE to her; I made a noiſe in the 
c 


on purpoſe to awake her: however, 
ſhe did not ſtir; upon which I went 
up to her, took her by the arm, and 
ſhook her enough to do what I in- 
tended, had there not been ſomething 
extraordinary in the matter. There 
«© mult be ſome enchantment in this,” 
« ſaid I to mylelf; “ ſome taliſman 
keeps this lady fleeping; and, if it is 
e ſo, it is impoſſible to wake her out of 
« it.” Deſpairing of effecting it, I was 
© about to ſearch the caſtle all oyer; when 
© Teſpied, on the marble-table above- 
© mentioned, certain marks, which I 
© took to be a taliſmanick ſcheme, and 
© reſolved to take away the table; but 
I had ſcarce touched it, before the la- 
* dy gave a great ſigh, and awoke. | 
© She was as much ſurprized to ſee 
me there as I had been to ſee her. 
* Ah, young man!” ſays ſhe, © how 
could you get into this caſtle? What 
did you do to overcome all the ob- 
“e ſtacles that hinder entrance into it, 
and are above human power to ſur- 
* mount them? I cannot think you are 
* aman: you are, without doubt, the 
c Prophet Elias! No, Madam i” 
*laid I, “ I am but a mere man; and 
** can aſſure you I was at no trouble to 
come hither: I found no manner of 
difficulty in it; the gate of the caſtle 
© opened as ſoon as I touched it. I 
got into this apartment without any 
one oppoling me: all the trouble I 
© have met with was to awake you, 
** which I could not eafily accom- 
6c pliſh.” 
** I cannot give credit to what you 
tell me!“ replicd the lady: I am fo 
well ſatisfied that it is ĩmpoſſible for 
men to do what you have done, that 


% a M N% R => a K «a a «a vr „ „ - a a ©. 


A 


2 
60 
14 


and met a great number of animals, 
ſhould have taken 
ſcemed to reſpect me; though they 
frigtited. After having ate ſome fruit, 
whoſe beauty charmed me as much as 
returned to the caſtle, where the lady 


was ſtill afleep. I could no longer 


amber, and affected to cough aloud, 
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I cannot believe, ſay what you will, 
<< that you ate a mere man!” - Ma- 
% dam, ſaid I, F am, perhaps, ſome— 
«© thing more than an ordinary man: L 
© hid a King to my father; yet ſtill am 
% but a man. I have more reaſon to 
„„ think you yourſelf are of ſome ſpe- 
5 cies ſuperior to mine. No,“ re- 


© plies me; © I am, as well as you, of 


the race of Adam: but Tegtreat you 
© to tell me why you left your father's 


court, and how you came to this 


“ ifland?” 5 
I did as ſhe deſired me; and told her 
« plainly I was fallen in love with Bedi 
© al Jemal, daughter of King Chahbal, 
by looking upon her picture; which, 
< together with my ring, I had con- 
* cealed fo well, that the negroes never 
found them out. The lady took the 
© picture, looked very attentively upon 
6 fe and ſaid, 12 Wed 4 of 
« this King Chahbal: he reigns in an 
ce iſte near Serendib. If his daughter 
« is as btautiful as her picture, ſhe de- 
c ſerves that you ſhould love her with 
« ſo much paſſion: but one cannot de- 
ce pend upon the portraits of princeſſes; 
ce they are generally painted as beau- 
ce ties. Pray,” continues ſhe, © finiſh 
« your ſtory: which I did; and gave 
© her a long detail of all my adventures. 
After which, I entreated her toteH me 
© hers; and ſhe recited them to me as 
© follows, | 
« am the 8 ghter of the Kin 
c of Serendib. As 1 was one day wit 
c my women in a caltle, which my 
c father has in the neighbourhood of 
ce the city of Serendib, I took a fancy 
ce to bathe myſelf in a white marble- 
„ bafon which was in the garden.” I 
ce 'undreffed myſelf, and went into the 
© 'baſon with my favourite flave. We 
„ were ſcarce in the water before there 
«© aroſe a great wind: a cloud of dult 
ce gathered over our heads, and out of 
te the cloud came, on à Tudden, a huge 
c bird, that took me up m his talons, 
e and carried me away with Hm inte 
6 this caltle; where, changing mtme- 
„ ately his form, he appeared in that 
© of a young Genins. “ Princefs,” 
ce ſays he, * Fam one of the moft con- 
« ſiderable Genii in the world. As to- 
& day 1 paffed by the Iſle of Serendib, 
I ſaw vou bathing, and was charmed 
«cat the light of vou. Ah, what a 
„ Jovely princeſs is that! ſaid I. It 


e Would be x great pity that a fon of 
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Adam ſhould ever be happy in her. 


2 


She deſerves to be poſſeſſed by a Ge- 
40 


nius. Let me take her up, and tran- 
« ſport her into a defartifle.” There- 


« fore, princeſs, forget the king " c0xgh 
1 


« father, and comply with my deſires: 
« you ſhall want nothing in this caſtle; 
« I will take care to provide for you 
a eyery thing you have occaſion for. 


DAY CvI. 


HILE the Genius was talk - 
« ing thus to me, I wept 


60 bitterly, and thus bemoaned myſelf: 


* Ah, unhappy Malika! is this the 
& fate that was reſerved for thee ? 
« Has the king thy father bred thee 
« up with ſo much care, to have the 
« affliction of loſing thee in fo cruel a 
& manner? Ah! eee not what is 
2 become of thee; and his grief will 


doubtleſs put an end to his days. 


4 No, no! ſays the Genius; “ your 
& father will bear his mis fortune more 
« patiently: and as foryou, my princeſs, 

f hope you will crown my wiſhes, 
c and yield to the tokens of my dove, 
& of which I ſhall give you ſo many 
© proofs.” Do not flatter yourſelf,” 
«& faid I, © with any ſuch hopes. I 
& ſhall all my life long have a mortal 


« averſion for my raviſher.”—** You 


4 will be of another mind,“ replied 
* he, © You will accuſtom yourſelf to 
& ſee and converſe with me: time will 
« have this effect upon you.” —< It 
« will not, faid I, do ſuch a mi- 
& racle; it will rather increaſe my ha- 
« tred for you. Inſtead of appearing 
& angry at what Laid, the Genius ſmil- 
& ed; and, ſatisfied that I ſhould really 
© accuſtom my ſelf by little and little 
6 to hearken to him, he ſpared for no- 
< thing to pleaſe me. He went, I do not 
« know where, tof 
© habits, which he gas< 2. He did 
& his utmoſt to make me like him. But 
« perceiving I was ſo far from think - 
« ing more kindly of him, that he be- 
« came every day more and moreodious 
* to me, he loſt all patience at laſt, and 
e reſolved to be avenged of me for de- 
4c ſpiſing him. He threw me, by his 
« magical power, into that profound 
« ſleep in which you found me; and 
« laid me along on the ſofa, in the fame 
© poſture as you ſaw, placing a marble 


table, on which there are taliſma- 


ſumptuous 


* nick characters, drawn out by him - 
% ſelf, to keep me thus aſleep till the 


end of ages. He made two more 
« taliſmans; one to render this caſtle 


% 1nviſible, and the other to hinder the 


«© opening of the gate: after which he 


* left me in this apartment, and went 
*© his way. He returns from time to 
„ time, wakes me, and aſks me whe- 


„ ther I will at laſt become ſenſible of 


* his paſſion; and as T always perſiſt in 


treating him roughly, he flings me 
© again into the ſame profound fleep, 


ce invented by him for a torment to me, 

In the mean while, my lord,” con- 
* tinued the daughter of the King of 
© Serendib, „you have awaked me; 
% you have opened the gate of the 


& caſtle, which was not inviſible to you. 


«© Have not I reaſon to doubt, whether 
© or no you are a mortal? I muſt tell 
«© you it is a wonder you are yourſelf 
« alive, I have heard the Genius ſay, 
« there are wild beaſts in this iſland, 
e that devour all who come hither; 
« which is the reaſon it is uninha- 
e : | 

© While the Princeſs Malika was 
© talking thus, we heard a great noiſe 
© in the caſtle. She liſtened to it; and 
© we were both ſoon frighted with moſt 
© terrible outcries. Oh, Heaven! 
«© ſays the princeſs, © we are loſt for 
c ever; it is the Genius, I know him 
6“ by his voice: you will be deftroyed; 
« nothing can fave you from his fury. 
& Ah, unhappy prince! what ill for- 
% tune conducted you to this caſtle? 
c If you eſcaped the cruelty of the 
« negroes, you can never, alas! eſcape 
ce the barbarity of my raviſher,”” I ex- 
s pefted nothing but death. Indeed, 
© what better treatment could I look 


for? The Genius entered the chamber 
© all in a rage. He carried an iron 


© bar in his hand; and his body was of 
© a prodigious ſize. He trembled at 
© the ſight of me: but inſtead of knock- 
© ing me on the head, or aſſuming a 
© threatening tone, he drew near, threw 
© himſelf at my feet, and ſpoke in theſe 
terms“ O prince, ſon of the king, 
% command what you pleaſe; I am 
tc ready to obey you I was ſurprized 
© at this diſcourſe. I could not ima- 
© gine why this Genius was ſo humble 
© before me, and talked to me as if he 
© was my llave. He put an end to 
my aſtoniſhment, by Going: farther, 
Ide ring you have on your x. ith 
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et the ſeal of Solomon: whoever is in 
5 poſſeſſion of it, cannot periſh by ac- 
cident; he may crofs the wide ocean, 
in the moſt ſtormy weather, and need 
8 not to fear winds or waves; the 
CE wildeſt beafts of prey cannot hurt 
3 him; and his power over Genii is ſo- 
vereign. Taliſmans, and all forts of 
ſchemes and ebarms, give way to this 
wonderful ſeal.“ 
« It is, then,“ ſaid I to the Genius, 
te by virtue of this ring that I was not 
1% ſhipwrecked.—“ Yes, my lord,“ 
© replied he, © it was that which ſaved 
« you from the beaſts in this ile. — 
« 'Fell me, if you know it,” fays I, 
© what is become of my companion who 
«© came hither with me..“ I know 
«"the-preſent and the paſt,” replied the 
© Genius; © and muſt inform yort, that 
« your companion was eaten by wild 
re . who devoured him in the 
&« night, as he lay by your ſide; Theſe 
« heaſts of prey are in great numbers 
« here, and render this ifte uninhabita- 
© ble. However, they cannot hinder the 
neighbouring people, and efpecially 
the inhabitants of the Maldives, from 
coming every year hither to cut aloes, 
and other wood, which they do thus: 
they come to this iſland in ſummer, 
af bringwith them the fwifteſt horſes 
they have; they land them, mount 
them, and ride about in all places 
where the wood they come for grows; 
when they ſpy any of theſe beaſts 
coming towards them, they throw 
great pieces of fleſh to them, which 
they bring with them on purpoſe; 
as while thoſe animals are employ - 
ed in eating thatfleth, they mark the 
trees that are fit to he cut, and return 


and cut down thoſe trees, not fearing 
the wild beafts in that ſeaſon, when 
% they never appear. | 

* My forrow revived at hearing th 
© ſad fate of Saed. I then demande 
© of the Genius where the kingdom of 
King Chahbal lay, and if the Prin- 
© ceſs Bedi al Jemal was living ſtill. 
* My lord,” replied he, there is in 
<< theſeſeas an ifle, where aking reigns, 
«+ whoſe name is Chahbal; but he has 
no daughter. The Princeſs Bedi al 
*< Jemal you ſpeak of, was in Ts 
daughter of a king called Chahbal, 
* who lived in the time of Solomon. 
* Ah!” cried 1, “is not Bedi al 


„ 


home. In winter they come again, 


« Jemal, then, in the land of the liy · 
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a” ing No, certainly,” replies he; 
«« the was one of that great prophet's 
te miſtreſſes. | 


DAY CVIL. 


b RE AT LV was I mortified, 
| © when I heard that I loved a 
© princeſs who had been dead fo many 
ages. Mad that I was, cried I, 
e why did I not aſk the ſultan my fa- 
te ther, whoſe picture it was that I took 
« out of his treaſury? He would have 
« told me what I now hear. What 
ff trouble, what fears, had I avoided ? 
© Qught not I to have ſtifled my love in 
©«& it's birth? Had I reſiſted it, never 


% could it have gamed ſuch a power 


© over me: I had never leſt Cairo. 
C Saed had been ſtill alive. His death 
«« was the fruit of my chimerical no- 
„ tions. — All my comfort, fair prin- 
& ces, continued I, turning to Ma- 
© lika, © is, that I can be uſeful to 
« you. Thanks to my ring, I am in 
© a condition to reſtore you to the King 
«« your father. DE 

At the fame time J addreffed myſelf 
cc thus to the Genius; Since I am ſo 
© happy as to be in poſſeſſion of the 


% ſeal of Solomon; fine I have a right 


to command Genii; obey me. Torder 
« thee immediately to rranfport me and 
« the Princefs Malika to the kingdom 
ce of Serendib, and ſet us down at the 
« gates of the capital. — I obey 
« you, my lord,” replicd the Genius, 


as grievous as it is to me to part with 
er theprincefs.” It is well for thee,” 


« fays I, * that I am contented with this 
« ſervice only from thee. Thou dolt 
« deſerve, for the rape of Malika, that 
« I ſhould makeuſt of all the power the 
« ſeal of the prophet gives me over the 
«© rebe! s Geniz, to chaſtiſe thee.” 
The Genius made no anſwer to this. 
He difpofed himſelf preſently to do 
© whatT had ordered him. He took the 
« princeſs and me up in his arms, and 
© in a moment tranſported us to the 
« gates of the nn of Serendib. Is 
cc this all,” ſai l 
« you defireT ſhould do for you? Have 
« you nothing more to command me? 
© I replied, “ No;“ and he vaniſhed. 


« We went and lodged at the fitſt 


© earavanſerail we came to in the city. 
Wie ſconſultedthere whether we ſhould 
t write to court, or I ſhould go myſelf 
b ä to 
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to ac 
© arrival. This laſt method of inform- 
© ing him was thought beſt: ſo I went 
© to the palace. It was built after a 
© fingular manner, on ſixteen marble 
© pillars, and one went up to it by a 
bo Fair-caſe of three hundred ſteps of 
I entered the firſt 


&quaint the king of the princeſs's 


© very fine ſtone. 


© hall, where the guard was; and an 


© officer perceiving I was a ſtranger, 
came up to me, demanding ifI hadany 


_ © buſineſs at court, or came thither only 


out of curioſity. I told him I deſired 
© to ſpeak with the king about an affair 


» © of very great importance. The of- 


* ficer carried me to the grand vizier, 
* and he preſented me to the king his 
© maſter. 3 5 
Voung man, ſays the king, ** of 
„hat country are you? and what 
e brings you to Serendib? “ Sir,” 
© replied I, Iwas born in Egypt; I 
ce have been abſent from my father theſe 
& three years, and have gone through 
% many misfortunes.” I had ſcarce 
done ſpeaking, but the king, who 


_ © was a good-natured man, burſt out 
© into tears. Alas, faid he, I 


am not a happier man myſelf; I have 
&«& loſt my only daughter; and after ſuch 
«© a manner, that it aggravates my 
46 8 My lord, ſays I, my 
« buſineſs here is to bring you news 
* of this princeſs. “ What news,“ 
© cried he, can you bring me? Can 
« it be any other than that ſhe is dead? 
% You were, doubtleſs, the witneſs. of 
« her deplorable end. — “ No, no, 
© replied I; „ ſhe is ſtill living; and 
«© this very day ſhall you fee her. 
4% Hah! 4 — did you meet with her?“ 
s ſays the king: Where was ſhe 
& hidden? Dp; 

© I then told him all my adventures. 


I enlarged particularly on that of the 


«. caſtle, and the Genius. He heard me 
* thereon with the more attention, the 
© more he was intereſted in it. 
* foon as I had finiſhed my diſcourte, he 
* embraced me. Prince,” ſays he, 
( for T had diſcovered my birth to him) 
« how much am I indebted to you! I 
© tenderly love my daughter: you have 
% xeſtored her to me. What amends 
can I make you? Let us go toge- 
ther,” continues he; let us go to 
the caravanſerail where you lefc her, 
"1 die of. impatience to have my dear 
Malika in my arms.“ Saying this; 

© he ordered his vizier to caule his lit- 
* 3 


3 


* 
* . 
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ter to be got ready; which was done 
immediately. The king made me go 
into it with him; and, attended b 
ſome officers on horſeback, we bot 
went to the caravanſerail, where Ma. 
lika impatiently waited for me. It is 
— 2 to expreſs their mutual joy 
at the ſight of each other. After the 
King of Serendib's and the princeſs 
his daughter's firſt tranſports were 
over, the monarch deſired Malika to 
give him a particular account how ſhe 
was carried away, and afterwards of 
her deliverance; which ſhe did fo 
handſomely, that her father was ex- 
tremely pleaſed with it. She gave 
him to underſtand, that ſhe had hap- 
pily ſaved her virtue from the inſo- 
rt of the raviſher, and had not car- 
ried her gratitude to her deliverer too 
far. The king coats of himſelf very 
ſenſible of my moderation and gene- 
roſity. 2 5 | 
We returned all to the palace, where 
a magnificent apartment was allotted 
me. The king ordered publick pray- 
ers, to give thanks to Heaven for the 
return of the princeſs. The thankſ- 
giving · day was celebrated with great 
rejoicings. There was a ſumptuous 
feaſt at court; all the nobility of the 
iſland were invited to it: there was 
abundance of good cheer, and the 


king was very prodigal of his azeka.“ 


a R K 6 8 = K „ 
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n HE King of Serendib careſſed 


© mein an extraordinary man- 
He took me to hunt with him; 
I was always made one in his diver- 


ner. 


ſions. He inſenſibly took ſuch a lik- 
ing to me, that he ſaid to me, one day, 
My ſon, it is time to diſcover to you 

a deſign I have in my head, You 
C have reſtored my daughter to me; you 
have brought comfort to an afflicted 
father. I would diſcharge myſelf of 
my obligations to you. Be my ſon- 
in- law, and the heir to my crown.“ 

© I thanked the king for his favour, and 
begged him not to take it ill, that T 
refuſed the honour he intended me; 
I told him the reaſon that made me 
leave Cairo. I confeſſed I could nat 
help being ſtill in love with the image 
of Bedi * though it was to no 


© purpoſe, *©** Would you, added 1, 


a man 


4% diſpoſe of your daughter t 
nie HON 9p nk 


* 
\ * 


t Sho has no heart to give her? Ah, my 
4 ford! the Princeſs Malika deſerves a 
4 better fate. How, then, re- 
« plied he, „can I make you amends 
« for the ſervice you have done me? 
*, Sir,” ſays I, “ I am ſufficiently 
« paid, Your majeſty's kind _ 
« tion of me, and the pleaſure I take 
jn delivering the Princeſs of Serendib 
« out of the hands of the Genius, is re- 
« compenſe enough for me. All the 
« return I deſire of your majeſty is a 
« ſhip to tranſport me to Baſra.” 

« The king granted my requeſt: a 
© ſhip was preſently fitted out, and load- 
© en with all forts of proviſion for my 


© fit. However, he detained me ſome 
time at his court, and told me, every 
« diy, he was ſorry I would not ſtay at 
« Serendib. I took leave of the king, 
and theprinceſs, who gave me a thou- 
ſand marks of eſteem and friendſhip, 
and embarked for Baſra. We met 
with ſeveral ſtorms in the voyage, 
which put us in danger of our lives. 
But the virtue of my ring preſerved 
us. 
for port: from whence I proceeded to 
Cairo, with a caravan of Egyptian 
merchants, | 

© I found great alterations at court. 
My father was dead, and my brother 
upon the throne. The new ſultan re- 
ceived me at firſt like a man who had. 
a brotherly affection for me. 
ſured me, he was very glad to ſee 
me; telling me that, a few days after 
my departure, my father being in his 
treaſury, had by chance opened the 
little cheſt, in which was kept the ſeal 
of Solomon, and the picture of Bedi 
al Jemal; but finding they were gone, 
he ſuſpected TI had carried them off 
with me. I confeſſed the whole truth 
to my brother, and reſtored the ring 
to him. | 
He ſeemed tb be mightily concern- 
ed for my misfortune, and admired 
the oddneſs of my deſtiny, Hepitied 
me; and his compaſſion ſoothed my 
griefs. But all his pity was affected. 
The very firſt day of my arrival, he 
cauſed me to be ſhut up in a tower; 
whither at night he ſent an officer, who 
had orders to take away my life. But 
that officer had more mercy than his. 
maſter; and ſaid, ** Prince, the ſultan 
your brother has commanded me to 
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«© uſe, with orders to fail when Ithought 


We at laſt arrived at the wiſhed- - 


« 


He aſ- 


murder you, He is afraid that yo 


163 
may grow in love with empire, and 
« raiſe commotions in his territories, 
« His eruel prudence would facrifice 
«« you to his ſafety. It is well for you he 
applied himſelf to me: he imagined 
4 I would execute his barbarous or- 
« ders; and expects me to return to 
«© him covered with your blood. Ah, 
let my hand rather ſpill my own! Fly, 
% prince; your priſon-door is open: 
« take advantage of the darkneſs of the 
“% night. Fly from Cairo, and do not 


« ſtoptill you are ina place of ſafety.” 


After having returned that gene- 
© nerous officer the thanks which were 
© due to him, I fled, and abandoned 
© myſelf to Providence, I haſtened as 
* faſt as I could out of my brother's 
« territories, and was ſo happy as to 
arrive ſafe in yours, my lord; where 
in your court I found the aſylum I 
£ ſought." DES . 


- 


A CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 


OF BEDREDDIN LOLO-AND HIS vi- 


7 7 © 


PR INCE Seyfel Mulouk havi ng 
finiſhed the hiſtory of his adventures, 
addreſſed himſelf thus to the King of 


Damaſcus: © This, my lord, is what 
* your majeſty deſired to know of me. 


J leave it to you to judge whether 1 
am perfectly happy. My head is fuller 
than ever of Bedi al Jemal. I in vain 
© repreſent to myſelf every moment the 
extravagance of being in love with a 
lady who is not in being: but I can- 
not overcome the power her picture 
has over me; ſhe reigns ſtill in my 
heart. Bedreddin had no notion of 
ſa ſingular a paſhon. He aſked his fa- 
vourite, if he had Bedi al Jemal's picture 
ſtill by him. Ves, my lord,” replied 
Seyfel Mulouk, © Lalways carry it about 
me. Saying this, he pulled it out of 


«a a a a 


his pocket, and ſhewed it to the king. 


That monarch mightily admired it. 


The daughter of King Chahbal, fays : 


he, was a charming princeſs. I ap- 
prove very much of the paſſion Solo- 
mon had for her: but your love is 


very extravagant.'—- Sir, ſays the 


ſorrowful vizier, your majeſty may 
« ſee by Prince Seyfel Mulouk's ſtory, 
© that all men have their troubles, and 
© none are born to be perfectly happy 
in this world. I am not. of your 
mind, replied the king; I have 2 

X3 better 
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better opinion of human nature; and 
1am ſatisfied there are perſons whoſe 
* xeſ is never diſturbed by cares. 


DAY. CIX, 


jb Hob King of Damaſcus would 
needs convince his vizier that 
there were ſome men very well content- 
ed with their fate; and ſaid to his fa- 
vourite, Go you into the city, look 
into thetradeſmen's ſhops, and bri 
me him who ſeems to you to be mo 
gay. Seyfel Mulouk obeyed, and 
returned to Bedreddin fome hours after. 
Well, fays that monarch, have you 
£ done what I ordered you?!“ Yes,” 
replied the favourite; © 1 paſſed by ſe- 
« veral ſhops; 1 found all forts of arti- 
s ficers ſinging over their work, and 
they appeared to me to be fully ſatiſ- 
fied with their condition. mong 
© others, I took notice of a young 
© weaver, called Malek, who laughed 
© aloud with ſome of his neighbours. 


© I ſtepped and ſaid to him, Friend, 


ge you ſeem to be very oo It 1s 
% my humour,” rephed he; 'I do not 
give way to melanchely.“ I aſked 
his neighbomrs if he was really always 
* of ſuch a pleaſant temper. They all 
* © aſſured me he never left off laughing 
* from morning to night. I then bid 
4 him follew me, and I have brought 


+ him to the palace; he is iu yourapart- 


* ment, Will you have me introduce 
* him into your cloſet?'-"" Bring him 
4 in, fays the king; © I muſt talk to 
4 him here. i | 
Seyfel Mulouk fetched him imme- 
Sgiately. He was a jolly, handſome 
man; and as ſoon as he ſaw the king, he 
fell at his feet. Riſe, Malek, ſays 
that monarch, . and tell me truly if you 
4 are really as contented as you appear 
4 to be? T'bey fay you never leave off 
laughing from morning tonight, and 
are always ſinging at your work: you 
© paſs for the happieſt of all my ſub- 
getts, and we have reaſon tothink you 
ax ſo. Inform me if we judge wrong 
* of you, and whether you are indeed 
- © fatished with yaur condition? It is a 
thing that I want to know, and re- 
s .quire of you to Tpeak freely without 
any manner of diſguiſe. | 
« Great king, replied the weaver, 
„may the days of your majeſty laſt as 
long as the world, and may you £n« 
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joy a thouſand pleaſures without any 
mixture of ſorrow! Excuſe your flave 
© to ſatisfy your curioſity. If we are 
forbidden tolye before kings, it muit 
© alſo be owned that there are certain 
f truths which ought not to be reveal- 
© ed: I can only tell you that the world 
is miſtaken in me. Notwithſtanding 
* my laughter and my ſongs, I am, 
perhaps, the moſt miſerable of all 
men. Bepleaſed, Sir, not to require 
me to explain myſelf farther, nor to 
0 
c 
« 
s 
6 


enter into the detail of my misfor- 


tunes. —“ Why,” replied Bedreddin, 
are you afraid to acquaint me with 


your adventures? Are they a diſho- 


nour to you?'—-" No, Sir, fays the 
weayerz-* they would be an honour to 
the greateſt prince; but I have re- 
* ſolved to keep them ſecret. '—— Ma- 
* lek,* fays the king, you provoke my 
* curiofity, and I command you to ta- 
« tisfy it. The weaver had nothing to 
ſay to excuſe himſelf after this, and be- 
gan the hiſtory of his life as follows, 


- 


THE HISTORY OF MALEK AND THE 
PRINCESS SCHIRINE, 


c ] Amtheonly fon of a tich merchant 
1 4 of Surat. A little after his death, 


I conſumed the beſt part of the eſtate 


© heleft me; and the remainder was al- 
« moſt gone, when a ſtranger, who, as 
© he faid, was going to the Iſle of Se- 
£ rendib, by chance came one day to 
„ dine with me. The converſation 
* turned upon travels; ſome talked of 
their uſefulneſs, others of their plea- 
* ſures, and others alſo of their perils. 
Some of the company, who had tra- 
« yelled, gave us an account of their 
voyages, and the curious things they 
* had fcen: this ſecretly excited in me 
a defire to travel; and the dangers 
© they ſaid there were in voyages, did 
© not hindermy reſolving upon it. Af- 
© ter having heard them all, One 
© cannot,” ſaid I, „hear talk of the 
4 pleaſure there is in travelling over the 
* world, without longing to put it in 
« experiment: but the perils to which 
n traveller is expoſed, prevent my 
% withes to niit foreign countries. 
If, added I, ſauling, one could 
« go from one end of the world 
< to the other, without meeting any 
« -difafters by the way, I wauld leave 
« 'Suratto-monow,” Heghaſowar ts 
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© which made all the company laugh, 
« the ſtranger ſaid, * Lord Ma: 
« lek, if you have a mind to travel, and 
« are only hindered by the fear of meet - 
« ing robbers on the road, I will put 
« you in a way how to go ſafely from 
one country to another.“ I thought 
« he jeſted; but, when we had dined, he 
took me aſide, and told me he would 
come to me next morning, and would 
« ſhew me ſomething that was very fin- 
* gular, He was as good as his word; 
« he came the next day. © I will per- 
4% form my promiſe,” ſaid he to me; 
« but it will take up two or three days. 
What I am to ſhew you, is a work 
« that cannot be done preſently; fend 
« one of your ſlaves for a joiner, and let 
© them bring with them two planks;” 
« which was done immediately,” 


* 


Lo 


DAY EX. 


8 W HEN the joiner and the ſlave 
« were come to us, the ſtran- 
ger bid the former make a cheſt of ſix 
foot long and four broad. The join- 
er preſently went to work. The ſtran- 
ger, on his part, was not idle; he made 
himſelf ſeveral parts of the machine, 
as ſcrews and ſprings. They both 
iaboured at it all day, and then the 
joiner was diſmiſſed. The next day, 
the ſtranger put the disjointed pieces 
in order, placed the ſcrews and ſprings, 
and the third day he perfected the 
work. He covered the cheſt with 
Perſian tapeſtry, and had it carried 
into the country, whither T went with 
« him. Send your flaves back,” 
* ſays he; © and let you and I ſtay here 
4 by ourſelves: I do not care to let any 
« one but yourſelf ſee what I am going 
4% to do,” I bade my flaves return 
home, and remained alone with the 
« ſtrapger: I was impatient to know 
4 what he would do with the machine. 
He got into it: as ſoon as he was in it, 
the cheſt fle up into the air with in- 
« credible ſwiftneſs, He was out of 
© light in a moment, and a moment af- 
ter deſcended at my feet. 
I cannot expreſs how this prodigy 
* ſurprizged me. <* You ſee, ſays t 
* ffranger, coming forth of the machine, 
an ealy way of travelling; and you 
may be ſuse that, if you uavel after 
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« that rate, you will not be robbed by 
te the way. This is the method I had 
% to ſhew you for your travelling with 
© ſafety. I make you a preſent of this 
« cheſt; and, if ever you have a mind 
*« to ſee ſtrange countries, you may uſe 
« it, Do not think, continued he, 


4 there is any conjuring in what you 


„ ſee, It is not by the virtue of caba- 
« liftick words, or taliſmanick ſchemes 
« that the cheſt flew in the air: it's mo- 
4 tion is produced by that ingenious 
© art which teaches the power of mo- 
«© tion. I am maſter of mechanicks, 
„ and can make machines {ill more 
ſurprizing than this.“ 

I thanked the ſtranger for ſo rare a 
« preſent; and, in return, gave him a 
« purſe full of ſequins. © Teach me,” 
« faid I, „what is to be done to pur 
«« this cheſt in motion. You will 
learn that immediately.” At theſe 
£ words he made me enter the cheſt with 
« him; he then touched one of the 
* ſprings, and we preſently flew up inte 
©'the air. He then ſhewed me how ts 
guide it. When you turn this 
« ſcrew,” ſays he, © you go to the 
* right; when you turn that, to the 
„left. Touch this ſpring, and you 
«© mount; touch that, and you de- 
% ſcend. I made a trial of it myſelf: 


A 
* 


I turned the ſcrews, and touched the 


© ſprings. In effect, the cheſt obeyed 
my hand, and went as I pleaſed, faſt- 
er or ſlower. After having made ſe- 
veral caracols in the air, we turned 
our machine towards my houſe, and 
deſcended into my garden, which. we 
did with eaſe, having taken off the ta- 
peſtry cover; aud we knew the way 
by the holes that were in the cheſt, as 
well to let in the air, as for to look 
about. We were at my houſe before 
my ſlaves, who were amazed to ſee us 
returned, I cauſed the cheſt to be 
locked up in my apartment as care- 
fully as might be; and the ſtranger 
left me, as well pleaſed with me as T 
was with him, I continued ſpend- 
ing my eſtate with my friends till it 
was all gone: I then-borrowed; and, 
in a very little while, found myſelf fo 
© burdened with debts that I could not 
£ ſtand it, As ſoon as it was known in 
© Surat that I had ſpent my fortune, I 


< loſt all my credit: nobody would lend 


© me; and my creditors were very preſ- 
5 ſing to have their money. * 
4 there 
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* there was no other way left for me to 
rid myſelf of them, I had recourſe to 
© my cheſt: I drew it one night out of 
my apartment into my court- yard 
put ſome proviſions into it, together 
with a little money—got into it my- 
ſelf—touched the ſpring that made 
the machine mount—turned one of 
the ſcrews—and in a moment was far 
enough from Surat and my creditors; 
out of fight, and out of fear of them 
or their ferjeants, | 
I made the cheſt go all night as faſt 
as I could, and thought I outſtripped 
the winds. At day- break, I looked 
out of a hole to ſee whereabonts I was. 


Sa a 4a 1 = 


ul deſart. 
could ſee no appearance of an habi- 
tation. 
all day, and thefollowing night. 
next dayT found myſelf over a wood, 
near which was a pretty good city, 
© ſituated in a very large 25 I ſtop 
© ped to take a view of the city, and a 
© palace that ſtood at the extremity of 
© the plain. I paſſionately defired to 
© know where J was, and conſidered 
© which way I might fatisfy my curio- 
« ſity: at laſt Teſpied à peaſant digging. 


W RR EEE EEE) 


© T defcended into the wood: I left my 


© cheft there, and went up to the la- 
© bourer, of whom I aſked what was 
7 the name of the city. Young 

% man,” ſays he, one may know you 
© are a ſtranger, ſinee you cannot tell 
<c that this is the city of Gazna, where 
« dwells the juſt and valiant King 
4 Bahaman."”—* And who lives,” 
« fays I, 4 in the palace at the extre- 
& mity of the plain?“ The Kin 
& of Gazna," replied he, built it to 
tc jncloſe the Princeſs Schirine his 
« daughter, who is threatened by her 
« horoſcope to be betrayed by 2 man. 
& Bahaman, to fruſtrate this predic- 
© tion, has erefed that royal manſion 
& of marble, encompaſſed with deep 
4 ditches full of water. The gate is 
© of China- ſteel; and, beſides that, the 
« king keeps the key: there is a nu- 
6 merous roms watching night and 
«© day, to defend the entrance to men. 
% The king goes to ſee his daughter 
& once a week; he then returns to Gaz- 
« na. All Schirine's company in that 
6% palace, is a governante, with ſome 
- ſlaves.” 45 
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I faw nothing but mountains, preci- 
8 a barren country, and a fright- 
Look where I would, I 


I went on in my airy __ | 
he 


. DAY. CXI. 
i T Thanked the peaſant for the in. 


* formation he had given me, and 
* directed my fteps towards the city. 
* When T was juſt come to it, I heard 
a great noiſe, and ſoon after ſaw ſe- 
veral horſemen richly dreffed, all 
mounted on very fine horſes with 
very rich caparifons. In the middle 
of this ſtately cavalcade, was a tall 
man with a crown on his head, his veſt 
all over ſet with diamonds; which 
made me conclude he was the Kin 
of Gazna, going to ſee the princeſs 
his daughter; and when I came into 
the city, I found I was not out in my 
conjecture. 

After I had been all over the town, 
© and ſatished my curioſity there, I re- 
© membered my cheſt; and though I 
* had left it in a ſafe place, could not 
© beealy for it. I went out of the city, 
© and was impatient till I ſaw it re- 
© mained in the ſame place where I got 
© out of it: that gave me eaſe again. I 
o 
« 
o 
* 
0 
c 
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ate ſome of my proviſions with a good 
appetite; and, night coming on, re- 
ſolved to paſs it in the wood: I did 
not queſtion but I ſhould fleep ſound! 
there, for I was not much bed 
either about my credĩtors, or my pre- 
© ſent circumſtances. But for all that, 
I could not cloſe my eyes: what the 
« peaſant told me of the Princef Schi- 
«© rine ran ſtill in my mind. Is it 
4% poſſible, ſaid I, ** that Bahaman 
& ſhould be afraid of a fooliſh predic- 
% tion? Was it neceſſary to build a pa- 
% lace to ſhut up his daughter? Was 
t ſhe not ſafe enough in his own? If 
& the aſtrologers, on the other hand, 
„ can indeed look into futurity, if they 
« read what ſhall come to paſs in the 
« ſtars, it is in vain for him to think of 
© eluding their predictions. m7 
% muſt neceſſarily be accompliſhed: a 
« the precautions that prudence can 
& take cannot divert the blow that 
«« Heaven has deſtined for us. Since 
« the Princeſs of Gazna is to fall in 
© love with a man, it is in vain to pre- 
© tend to guard her againſt it. b 
Thus did I argue with myſelf, re- 
« preſenting Schirine to my mind, fairer 
© than all the ladies I had ever ſeen at 


Surat and Goa; where, however, I 
had ſeen à great number —— 
: 9) » 
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1 buted to my ruin. I therefore re- 
r ſolved to tempt my fortune, Let 
« me,” ſaid I to myſelf, ** tranſport 
« my cheſt and me to the princeſs's - 
« lace, and endeavour to get into her 
« apartment. Perhaps I may have the 
« good fortune to pleaſe her: perhaps I 
% am the mortal whom the aſtrologers 
« have foretold ſhall be ſo happy as to 
« gbtain the favour of Schirine.”” 

«I was young, and conſequently in- 
conſiderate. I wanted not courage: 
I ſuddenly formed this raſh deſign, 
and as ſuddenly executed it. I flew 
up into the air, and guided my cheſt 
towards the palace. The night was 
as dark as I could wiſh. I paſſed 
over the ſoldiers heads without being 
perceived b 
poſted round the ditch. I deſcended 
on the top of the palace, at a place 
where I ſaw light. I got out of my 
cheſt, and ſlipped in at a window, 
opened to let in the air. It belonged 
to an apartment richly furniſhed, 
where the Princeſs Schirine reſted on 
a brocade ſofa. She appeared tome 
to be wonderfully charming: I 
thought her much beyond the idea I 
had conceived of her. I approached 


could not look on her without rap- 
ture. I kneeled down by her, and 
kifled one of her fair hands: ſhe 
waked at the touch; and, ſeeing a 
man by her in that poſture, ſhe cried 
out; upon which, the governante, who 
« lay in the next chamber, ran in. 
« Mahpeiker,“ fays ſhe, ©* come and 
« help me. Here is a man! How came 


. 


1% he into my apartment? or rather, 


« are not you an accomplice in his 
crime?“ “ Who, I!“ ſaid the go- 
* vernante. How do you wrong me 


with this ſuſpicion! I am not leſs 


amazed than yourſelf at the raſhneſs 
« of this youth! Beſides, grant that I 
« was a confederate of his, how could 
«« I deceive the vigilance of the guard 
„about the palace? You know alſo 
© there are twenty gates of ſteel to be 
« opened before he comes here; that 
« the royal ſeal is on every lock, and 
that the king your father keeps the 
keys. .I cannot comprehend how 
this young man could ſurmount all 
« theſe difficulties. | 
* While the governante was talking 


a a 


* thus, I Rudied what I ſhould ſay; 


the guard, who were 


her to contemplate her beauty, and 
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* ones, who had not a little contri- * and it came into my head to perſuade 
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60 
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«« prized at my appearing here. 
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them I was the Prophet Mahomet. 
Fair princeſs,” ſaid I to Schirine, 
be neither you nor Mahpeiker ſur- 
I am 
not one of thoſe lovers who are pro- 
digal of their gold, and make uſe of 
all ſorts of artifices to come at the 
enjoyment of their wiſhes. I have 
no deſire that ought to alarm your vir- 
tue: far from any criminal thought, 
I am the Prophet Mahomet. I could 
not, without Pity ſee you condemn- 
ed to paſs all your life in a priſon; 
and am come to give you my pro- 


©. miſc that I will defend you from the 


effects of the prediction, of which 
your father Bahaman is afraid. Be 
both of you hereafter aſſured that 
your fate will be full of glory and 
happineſs —fince you ſhall be wife 
of Mahomet. As ſoon as your mar- 
riage is known in the world, all the 
kings of it ſhall fear the father-in- 
law of the great prophet, and all the 
princeſſes envy your deſtiny.” 


DAY CXII. 


CHLIRKINE and the governante 

looked on one another while I 
was ſpeaking, as if to conſult what 
they hould think of it: I own I had 
reaſon to fear they would give no cre- 
dit to me; but women are apt to give 
into any thing that is wonderful. 
Mahpeiker and her miſtreſs believed 


what I ſaid: they took me to be Ma- 


homet; and I impoſed upon their ere- 
dulity. After having paſſed the beſt 
part of the night with the Princeſs of 
Gazna, I left her apartment before 
day, not without promiſing to return 
the next. I got into my machine 
again as ſoon as poſſible, and flew 
very high into the air, that I might 
not be perceived by the ſoldiers. I 
deſcended into the wood, left my 
cheſt there, and went into the city to 
buy proviſions for eight days toge- 
ther, with Tome fine cloaths, a rich 
turban, an embroidered girdle, eſ- 
ſences, and perfumes. I laid out all 
my money in theſe purchaſes, nat 
troubling myſelf for the future, 1 
could not _—_— I ſhould ever want, 

after ſuch a pleaſant and glorious a 


venture. | 


© I ſtaid all day in the wood, ve 


_© buſy 
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* uf 7 myſelf out, and per- 
| Oy my (elf. | 
night 


to the princeſs 's apartment; and, de- 


As foon as it was 
entered my cheſt, directed it 


© fcending at the ſame place I did be- 
© fore, I got into it as I did then. She 
© gave me to underſtand ſhe expected 
© me with a great deal of impatience. 
% Oh, great prophet?!” faid ſhe, “I be- 
% gan to be in pain, and was afraid 
4 von had already forgot your ſpouſe.” 
Ab, my dear princeſs!” replied J, 
* could you ſuffer any ſuch fear to poſ- 


& ſefs you? Since I have given you my 


% pramife, ought not you to be ſatis- 
tc fied that I ſhall love you for ever?” 


2 Bat tell me,“ ſays ſhe, © how 


& comes it you have ſo young a look? 
% falways took the Prophet Mahomet 
*© tg be a venerable old man. You 
& zrein the right,“ replied I; © that's 
* the idea people ſhould have of me; 
% and if I thould appear before you as 
«© J fometimes appear to the faithful, 
«© whom I cendeſcend to do that ho- 
& nour to, you would fee me with a 
© Jong beard and bald head: but I 


« thought you would like a figure not 


* ſo ſuperannuated, wherefore I aſ- 
& ſumed the form of a young man.”” 
The governante, to have a ſhare of 


the converfation, ſaid I had done 


* well; and that when a perſon would 
© x& the part of a huſband, he cannot 
© be too agreeable. 

I left the palace before day, for fear 


© it might be difcovered that I was a 


„ falſe 33 I returned the next 
day, and managed myſelf always ſo 
© dexteroufly, that Schirine and Mah- 
'« peiker did not fo much as miftruſt 
© there was any deceit in it. It is 
© true, the princeſs by degrees became 
s fo favourable to me, that it contri- 
buted very much to make her believe 
e whatever I fiid to her: for when one 


is pr zoffefled with a good opinion of 
4 192 one does not eaſily ſuſpect 


© his ſincerity. 
* Some days after, the King of Gaz 
na, attended by his officers, came to 


the princeſs his daughter's palace; 
and, finding the Fb very faſt, and 


fgis ſeat on the locks, he ſaid to his vi- 
'& Ziers who accompanied him, Every 
s thing is as it ſhould be: while the 
es gates of this palace are in this ſtate, 


„. Þ ſhall nbt be much afraid of the 


& miſchief with which my daughter is 
i threatened,” HewerralonetoSchi- 


reer TALES. 


« rine's apartment: his daughter was 
* ſorry he was come; he perceived it, 
* and would know the caule of it. His 
© curioſity increaſed the princeſs's troy. 
* ble; and, finding herſelf obliged to 
© fatisfy him, ſhe told him all that had 
© paſſed. Your majeſty will ima- 
« gine the hg mig King Bahaman was 
© in, to hear he was the father-in-law 
of Mahomet, without knowing any 
© thing of the matter. Ah! what an 
«© abſurdity is here! cried he. © How 
6 credulous you are, daughter —0h, 
«© Heaven! I now fee it is to no purpoſe 
© to ſtrive to avord' the evils thou haſt 
« 1n ſtore for us. Schirine's horoſcope 
% is fulfilled; a traitor has ſeduced 
de her!” Saying this, he flung our of 
© theprinceſs's apartment, and ſearched 
© the palace all over from top to bot- 
© tom; but he ſearched every where in 
© vain; he could ſce no footſteps of the 
© ſeducer. His amazement redoubled 
upon it. Which way,” faid he, 
„ could the audacious man enter the 
« caſtle? I cannot conceive how he 
&«& could doit!” He then called his vi- 
© ziers and confidantes: they ran at his 
© call; and were frighted to ſee how he 
« was diſturbed, *+* What is the mat. 
«c ter, Sir,” ſays his prime- miniſter, 
you feem thus diſcompoſed? What 
mis fortune is the occaſion of the trou- 
* ble which appears in your looks?“ 
„The king told them what he had 
learned, and aſked their advice upon 
Cit. The grand vizier ſpoke brit, fay. 
ing, the pretended marriage might be 
© true, though it had all the appearance 
© of fable: that there had been mighty 
© houſes in the world who made no 
© ſcruple of attributing their origin to 
© ſuch like events; and, for his part, he 
© looked on the commerce the princeſs 
* ſaid ſhe had had with Mahomet, as a 
thing very poſſible. 

The other viziers, out of complai- 
© ſance perhaps to him who ſaid this, 
« were all of the fame opinion, except 
© one, who ſpoke thus againſt it. 1 
« am furprized to hear men of ſenſi? 
% give credit to ſo ſenſeleſs a report, to 
* a thing ſo incredible! Can wife men 
« think our great prophet would ſeek a 
ce wife upon earth, When he is in para- 
& dife, furroutided with the moſt beau- 
% tiful houries? It is not to be believed; 
and, inſtead of hearkening to ſuch 2 
4 ridiculous ſtory, if I was to adviſe 


his majeſty, it mould be to . 5 
| the 
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ee he came here.“ Te 
„ ture again, replied he; © and do 


- 


«- the bottom of this affair: I am ſatis- 
« fied, if he did, he would ſoon find 


% out the cheat who, under a ſacred 


% name, has the impudence to ſeduce 
te the princeſs. 

Though Bahaman was naturally 
ceredulous enough though he looked 
upon his prime- miniſter as a man of 


other viziers did give into the opinion 
of their chief—yet he reſolved to do 
- as he who ſpoke laſt had adviſed him, 
- to find our the truth; but to do it 
prudently, and endeavour himſelf to 
_ diſcourſe with the pretended prophet, 
without witnefſes. He therefore og- 
© dered his courtiers to return to Gaz- 
© na. © Go,” ſaid he; I will ſta 

« by myſelf this night in the caſtle wit 

% my daughter: go you back and come 
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again to me here to- morrow. They 


© all obeyed the king's order: they re- 


turned to the city, and Bahaman ex- 


© amined his daughter over and over 
© about this buſineſs, waiting till it was 
© night. He aſked if I cat with her. 
© No, my lord,“ ſaid his daughter: 
I in vain offered him meat and drink; 
« he would touch nothing every time 

f this adven- 


not conceal any particular.” Schi- 
rine gave him a new detail of it, and 
the king weighed all the circum- 
© ſtances as ſhe told it him.” 


DAY EAI. 


© A S ſoon as it was night, Bahaman 
© ſat down on a ſofa, and ordered 

© tapers to be lighted and ſet before 
* him on a marble table, He drew his 
© ſabre, to make uſe of it if it was ne- 
ceſſary, and to waſh off the ſtain 
done his honour, with my blood. 
He waited impatiently for my com- 
© ing; and, I doubt not, he was very 
© uneaſy till I came. y | 
It happened that night that it 


* lightened very much: a flaſh broke 


upon the king, and made his eyes 
* dazzle. He went to the window where 
© Sehirine-ſaid I was to enter; and per- 
© caving the ſkyto be, as it were, all on 
© fire, he was mightily diſturbed at it. 
* Though what he ſaw was very na- 
* tural, he did not look on thoſe me- 
* teors as the efftcts of ſome exhalations 
ich inflamed the air; he thought 


; | PERSIAN TALES. 


great judgment—though he ſaw his 


© theſe flaſhes announced the deſcent of 
© Matiomet, and that the ſky was fo 
© luminous by opening it's gates to let 
© out the prophet. 

© In this diſpoſition of the king, L 
© might very ſafely venture myſelf be- 
© fore him, Inſtead of being in a rage 
© when I appeared at the window, he 
© was ſeized with awe and fear: he let 
© his ſabre fall; he fell proſtrate at my 
© feet, kiſſed them, and ſaid, „ Oh, 
« great prophet! what am I, and what 
& have I done, to deſerve the honourof 
„ being your father-in-law?” I judged 
by this the princeſs had told the king 
© all that had paſſed; and found that 


© the good Bahaman was as eaſily to be 


© impoſed upon as his daughter. 

© I was glad J had not to do with 
one of thoſe cunning men who might, 
© by their ſubtle queſtions, have em- 
© barraſſed the prophet; and, taking 
© advantage of his meekneſs, ſaid 
“ Oh, king! you are, of all the mufful - 


« men princes, the moſt zealous for my 


c ſe&, and conſequently he whom TD 
© moſt like. It was written on the fa- 
tal table, that your daughter ſhould 
* be ſeduced by a man; which your 
tc aſtrologers very well diſcovered by 
© the lights of aſtrology: but I prayed 
“% the Moſt High to ſpare you that 
c mortal diſpleaſure, and take off that 
&« misfortune from the predeſtination 
« of humans; which he was willing to 
do, for my ſake, on condition Schi- 
« rine hecame one of my wives; to 
« which I conſented, to recompenſethe 
« good deeds you have been doing all 
« your life-time.” | 

The King of Gazna was ſo pre- 
« poſſeſſed in my favour, that the weak 
prince believed every word I faid to 
© him; and, charmed with the thought 
© of being allied tothe prophet, he threw 
© himſelf a ſecond time at my feet, to 
« ſhew the ſenſe he had of my goodneſs. 
© Hecould not, in his opinion, find out 
© terms ſtrong enough to expreſs his 
gratitude: I raiſed him as I had done 
before; and the good king, thinking 


it was decent for him to leave me 


© alone with his daughter, withdrew 

s ;jnto- another chamber. 

I I ftaid ſome hours with Schirine; 

© but, whatever pleaſure- I took in her 

© converſation, I minded, too, how the 

© time paſſed: I was afraid of being 
© ſurprized' by day-light, and that my 
© cheſt wauld be perceived on the 46. 
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of the houſe; wherefore I went away 
e a little before it was morning, and 
returned to the wood. 


© Early the next day, the vizier and 
© courtierscame to the princeſs's palace: 


© they aſked the king whether he had 
© received any farther ſatisfaction in 
© the matter. Yes,” ſays he; all 


© I could defire. I have ſeen and ſpoke 


& to the great prophet myſelf: he is 
% my daughter's huſband; nothing is 


& more certain. At theſe words, the. 


© yizier and courtiers turned towards 
© him who had declared againſt the 


8 1 of this marriage, and con- 


© demned him for his incredulity: but 
© he was ſtill of the ſame mind; he per- 
ſiſted in it with obſtinacy, whatever 
the king could ſay to perſuade him 
that Mahomet had married Schirine. 
Bahaman had much ado to keep him- 
ſelf from falling into a paſſion with 
his incredulous courtier, who became 
the jeſt of the council. FEES 

© A new incident happened the ſame 
day,which confirmed the other viziers 
in their opinion. As they were re- 
turning to the city with their maſter, 
they were overtaken by a ſtorm in the 
plain: it thundered and lightened in 
an extraordinary manner; and it 
chanced that the incredulous cour- 
tier's horſe threw him, he was fo 
frightened; he broke his leg in the 
fall. This accident was looked upon 
as the effect of the wrath of Heaven. 
& Ah, wretch!” cried the king, “ ſee 
& what thy obſtinacy comes to! Thou 
c wouldſt not believe me, and the pro- 
c phet has puniſhed thee.“ 

The wounded man was carried 
© home; and no ſooner was Bahaman 
© returned to his palace, than he cauſed 
© proclamation to be made at Gazna, 
© that he would have feſtivals celebra- 
© ted in honour of Schirine's marriage 


with Mahomet. I went that day to 


© the city; where I was told this news, 
and the accident of the courtier's fall. 
< ing off his horſe. It is not to be ima- 
£ gined howcredulous and ſuperſtitious 
* the people were: publick rejoicings 
were made, and nothing heard but 
© acclamations of, Long live Baha- 
& man, father-in-law of the prophet!” 

£ As ſoon as it was dark, I returned 
© to the wood, and conveyed myſelf, as 
© uſual, to the Princeſs Schirine's pa- 
© lace. Fair princeſs,” ſaid I, when 
L entered her apartment, you do not 


Ly 


VVV 


% know what happened in the plain to- 
* day. A courtier, who made a queſ- 
« tion whether Mahomet was your 
* huſband, has paid for it ſeverely: I 
* raifed a ftorm which frighted his 
“ horle; the courtierfell, and broke his 
leg. I did not think fit to carry my 
% vengeance farther; but I ſwear, by 
« my Tomb which is at Medina, that 
« if any one hereafter ſhall preſume to 
% make a doubt of your happineſs, it 
& ſhall coſt him his life! After hay- 
6 ng ſpent ſome hours with the prin- 
© cels, I retired. | 

* The next day, the king aſſembled 
© his viziers and courtiers. Let us 
on gs laid he to them, and beg par- 
6 don of Mahomet for the wretch who 
© refuſed to believe me, and has re- 
& ceived the puniſhment of his incre- 
6% dulity.” The king mounted on 
© horſeback, and went to'the princeſs's 
© palace: he was attended by his cour- 
© tiers and viziers; and himſelf opened 
© the gates, which he had the day be- 
fore ſealed up with his own ſeal. He 
© went directly to his daughter Schi- 
„ rine's apartment; and ſaid to her— 
6 Schirine, we are come to pray you to 
5 intercede with the prophet for a man 
*© ho has drawn down his wrath upon 
% him.” —* I know it, my lord, very 
be well,” replied the princeſs; ** Ma- 
% homet has acquainted me with it.“ 
© Then ſhe repeated what I had told her 
© the night before; and informed them 
© that I had ſworn to exterminate all 
© thoſe who doubted of her marriage 
© with the prophet.” 


» 


DAY CXIV, 


5 HEN the good King Baha- 

man heard this diſcourſe, 
© he turned to his viziers and courtiers, 
© ſaying, * If we had not already given 
ce credit to what we have ſeen and heard, 
ce could we now any longer queſtion 
© whether Mahomet is my ſon-1n-law? 


«© You ſee he has himſelf told my 


« daughter that he raiſed the ſtorm to 


% puniſh an incredulous man.“ All 


© the miniſters, and others, were ſatis- 
* fied ſhe was the prophet's wife: they 
© fell down on their faces before her, 
© and humbly prayed her to mediate 
© with me for the wounded courtier; 
© which ſhe promiſed to do. 
© In the mean while, I had ate up all 
my 
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© my proviſions, and ſpent all my mo- 
© ney: the prophet Mahomet was re- 
© duced to as low a ſtate of want as ever 
man was that had aſked alms. To 
« relieve myſelf, I thought of this expe- 
dient. My princeſs,” faid I, one 
© night, to Schirine, © we have forgot- 
«© ten one formality in our marriage: 
you have given me no dower; and 
« that omiſſion is an uneaſineſs to me.“ 
Ah, my dear huſband!” replied 
« the, „Iwill ſpeak to my father of it 
c to-morrow; and he will, without 
« doubt, ſend me all his riches.“ 
«© No, no, ſaid I; © there is no need 
« of ſpeaking to him; I do not mind 
« wealth: riches are of no uſe to me; 
« jt is ſufficient if you give me ſome 
« of your jewels.” Schirine would 
© have given me all ſhe had to render 
the dower the more honourable; but 
I contented myſelf- with taking two 
large diamonds; which I ſold the next 
day to a jeweller of Gazna. By this 
means I put myſelf into a condition 
to act on the part of Mahomet. 
I had pafſed for the prophet about 
a month, and led a moſt pleaſant life 
of it; when an ambaſſador arrived at 
the city of Gazna, from a neighbour- 
ing king, to demand the Princeſs 
Schirine in marriage. He had pre- 
ſent audience; and, having told the 
ſubje& of his embaſſy, Bahaman ſaid 
to him, J am ſorry I cannot give my 
% daughter to the king your maſter; I 
have already given her in marriage to 
„the Prophet Mahomet.” The am- 
baſſador, by this anſwer, took the 
King of Gazna to be turned mad, had 
audience of leave, and returned to his 
maſter; who at firſt thought, as he 
did, that Bahaman had loſt his ſenſes: 
but afterwards, imputing his refuſal 
to light, he reſented it, raiſed an 
army, and invaded the kingdom of 
Gazna. 
© This king, whoſe name was Ca- 
cem, was ſtronger than Bahaman; 
who, beſides, was ſo dilatory in his 
preparations to receive him, that he 
could not hinder his making a great 
progreſs. Cacem beat ſome troops 
that made oppoſition to his paſſage, 
and advanced, with all diligence,to the 
city of Gazna; where he found Baha- 
man's army entrenched in the plain, 
before the Princeſs Schirine's caſtle. 
* The defign of the enraged lover was 
to attack Bahaman in his trenches ; 
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© but his troops ſtanding in need of re- 
© poſe, and he arriving in the plain to- 
© wards the evening, he put off the at- 
© tack to the next diy. 

In the mean time, the King of Gaz< 
na, informed of the number and va- 
lour of Cacem's ſoldiers, began to 
tremble: he ſummoned his council, 
where the courtier who had been 
wounded by the fall of his horſe, 
* ſpoke to him in theſe terms I am 
amazed that the king ſhould be in 
© the leaſt uneaſy on this occaſion! 
«© What cauſe of alarm, I won't ſay 
«© can Cacem, but all the princes of the 
c world, give the father-in-law of Ma- 
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“ homet? Your majeſty need only. 


apply yourſelf to your ſon-in-law; 
„ 1mplore the ſuccour of the great pro- 
„ phet; he will ſoon confound all your 
* enemies; nay, he ought to do it, ſince 
cc it is on his account that Cacem comes 
“ to diſturb the peace of your king- 
% dom.” Though what this courtier 
© ſaid was only by way of derifion, yet 
© it put courage into King Bahaman. 
« You are in the right,“ Kid he to the 
© courtier, '** I muſt addreſs myſelf to 
the prophet: I will pray to him to re- 
« pulſe my proud enemy; and, I am 
„ perſuaded, he will not deny my pe- 
46 tition.” Saying this, he went to 
Schirine. Daughter,” ſaid he, **to- 
% morrow morning Cacem intends to 
attack us: I am afraid he will force 
% our trenches, and am come here to 
% pray Mahomet to ſuccour us. Uſe 
all your credit with him to engage 
« him in our defence: let us all join 
«« inourprayers to him to be propitious 
© to us.” —** My lord,” replied the 
© princeſs, © it will be no hard matter 
cc to intereſt the prophet in our quarrel; 
& he will ſoon diſperſe the armies of 
our enemies; and all the princes of 
ce the world ſhall learn, at Cacem's 
c coſt, to reſpect you.. But,” ſays 
© the king, the night wears, and the 
« prophet does not appear: will he for- 
cc ſake us? — “ No, no, father!“ re- 
« plies Schirine; “ do not fear his aban- 
& doning us when we ſtand in need of 
© him: he fees from Heaven where the 
« army is that beſieges us; and, per- 
«© haps, is now about to put it into ter- 
& ror and diforder.”” 
© In effect, this was what Mahomet 
© had a great mind to perform. 
© obſerved, at a diſtance, the motions of 
© Cacem's army all the day before; I 
XA © took 
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© took notice of their diſpoſition, par- 
© ticularlyof the quarter where the Ki 
Was. I gathered up ſome great a 
ſmall tones, filled my cheſt with them, 
and in themiddle of the night flew up 
into the air. I guided my cheſt to- 
wards Cacem's tent, which I eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed from the reſt: it was a 
lofty pavilion, raiſed in the form of 
a dome, fupported by twelve wooden 
pillars driven into the ground, and 
the outſide gilt with, gold; the ſpaces 
between the pillars were filled up with 
boughs of trees; towards the capital 
were two windows, one to the eaſt, the 
other to the ſouth. 
© All the ſoldiers who were about the 
tent ſlept ſoundly; which gave me an 
opportunity to deſcend to one of the 
windows without being perceived. I 
ſaw the king lying on a ſofa, his head 
reſting on a fattin-pillow: I lifted 
myſelf half out of my cheſt, and flung 
a great ſtone at Cacem. I hit him on 
the forchead, and dangerouſly wound- 
ed him: he cried out; his guards and 
officers came in to his help, and were 
amazed to find him RT and al- 
moſt without knowledge. Every quar- 
ter took the alarm: the report ran that 
the king was wounded, and nobody 
could tell from what hand the blow 
came. While the author was ſearched 
for, 1 flew up into the air again, and 
ſhowered down a heap of ftones on 
and about the royal tent: it wounded 
the ſoldiers, and they cried it rained 
ſtones. 
ately; and, to confirm it, I threw 
ſtones about every where. A ſudden 
fear ſeized the — army; both of- 
ficers and ſoldiers thought the pro- 
het was enraged againſt Cacem, and 
declared it by this miracle. In fine, 
the enemies of Bahaman were ſo 
frighted, that they fled, and with ſo 
much precipitation, that they aban- 
© doned their equipage and tents, ory- 
3 ing, We are ell undone! Mahomet 
& will extirpate us!“ 
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. 
nk King of Gazna was ſuffi- 
© ctently ſurprized in the morn» 
© ing, when, inſtead of attacking him, 
© he perceived the enemy was retiring, 
„He preſeutly purſued them with his 
f 


beſt troops: he made à great ſlaughter, 


„ Mahomet has done for us. 


The news ſpread immedi- . 


kingdom into my protection, 
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© and overtook- Cacem himſelf, who: 
* wound hindered his flight. Why,” 
* laid he to him, didſt thou enter my 
*< territories againſt all right and rea- 
* ſon? What grounds hadſt thou for 
„making war upon me? “ Baha. 
man, replied the vanquiſhed king, 
I thought thou hadſt refuſed me thy 
% daughter out of contempt, and was 
% reſolved to be revenged. I could not 
% believe the prophet Mahomet was 
„thy ſon-in-law: but I cannot now 
* doubt it any more, ſince it was he 
„ who has wounded me, and diſperſed 
my army. 

* Bahaman gave over purſuing the 
© enemy, and returned to Gazna with 


Cacem, who died the next day of his 


* wound, The booty was divided 
among the ſoldiers: it was ſo conſi- 
* derable that they came back loaden 
* with riches. Prayers were put up in 
* all the moſques, to give thanks to 
* Heaven for having confounded the 
* enemies of the ſtate; and at night the 


king went to the princeſs his daugh- 


* ter's palace. My child,” fays he, 
* I am come to return the prophet 
«© thanks for his aſſiſtance. You knew 
6e by the courier I ſent you, all that 
I am fo 
& full of joy, that I am impatient to 
«© embrace his knees. He ſoon had 
© the ſatisfaction he deſired; I entered 
* the Princeſs Schirine's apartment by 
* the window, as I was wont to do. I 
expected to find him there: he threw 
© himſelf at my feet, kiſſed the ground, 
and ſaid, Oh, great prophet! I can- 
not by words expreſs how ſenfible 1 
am of your favours: do you your- 
© ſelf read my gratitude in my heart!” 
* I raiſed Bahaman from the ground, 
and kiſſed his forshead. Prince, 
© ſaid I, © could you think I would re- 


** fuſe you my ſuccour in the ſtrait to 


«© which you were driven for my ſake? 
I have puniſhed the proud Cacem, 
«© whoſe deſign was to make himſelf 
© maſter of your dominions, and carry 
t off Schicine to be one of the ſlaves of 
« his ſeraglio. Do not fear that any 
% potentate will hereafter dare to make 
« war upon you: if any one ſhould be 
* ſo bold, I will rain on their army a 
e ſhower of fire that ſhall reduce them 
« 81 aſhes.” 5 
Having given the King of Gaz ra 
new aſſurances that I would take his 
10d 
6 hin 


© him how the enemy's army were 
« frighted by my raining ſtones on their 
camp. Bahaman, on his part, told 
me what Cacem had faid'to him; and 
then retired to leave Schirine and my- 
e ſelf at liberty. The princeſs, who 
© was no leſs ſenſible than her father 
of the ſervice I had done the ſtate, 


affection and gratitude. She thought 
ſhe could not careſs me enough, and 
her careſſes ſo charmed me, that I had 
almoſt forgot myſelf, Day began to 
appear, when I was got again into 
my cheſt. But every body was now 
ſo well ſatisfied that {was Mahomet, 
that had the ſoldiers ſeen my machine, 
they would ſcarce have been unde- 
ceived by it. Nay, I could hardly 
forbear thinking myſelf that I was 
the prophet, having routed a whole 
army, * 

« Two days after, Cacem was bu-- 
ried; which, though an enemy, was 
performed with great pomp. The 
King of Gazna ordered rejoicings to 
be made in the city, ſolemnly to ce- 
lebrate the marriage of the Princeſs 
Schirine with Mahomet. I thought 
myſelf obliged to do fomething ex- 
traordinary on that occaſion, and 
by a miracle ſignalize a feſtival 
made in honour of me. Tothis pur- 
poſe, I bought in Gazna ſome white 
pitch, and made ſome fire-works of 
that and cotton. Twas all day m the 
wood preparing them; and by night 
had fim ſhed them to my mind. While 
the citizens of Gazna were rejoiomg 
in the ſtreets, I flew up into the air 
in my cheſt, as high as I could, that 
my machinemight not be ſeen by the 
light of my 
they were lighted, had a very good 
effect on the ſpectators. I then re- 
* turned to the wood; and next day 
went into the city to hear what the 
people ſaid of me. I was mightily 
© pleaſed with the extravagance of their 
* conjectures: fomeſaid it was Maho- 
met, who, to ſnhew the ſatisfabtion he 
* took in the feſtival made in honour of 
him, had cauſed theſe celeftial fires to 
* appear; others affirmed, that they ſaw 
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* with a white beard, and a venerable 
* ar, furh as their imagination figured 
him to them. Theſe diſcourſes won · 
* derfully delighted me: but, las" 
* while 1-was thus deligheing mydelf, 
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6 
that found his only ſon wounded in a 
« 
6 
received me with the greateſt marks of 
- 
o 
c 


fwe-works, which, when 


* the prophet amidſt thoſe new meteors, 
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my dear cheſt was burning in the 
wood. It is certain, a ſpark of the 


fire · work kindled the pitch that I left 


in it, which took to the wood, and in 
my abſence conſumed it. A father 


thouſand places, and weltering in his 
blood, could not be more grieved 
than I was. The wood Treſoupdetd 
with my cries; I tore my hair, I rert 
my cloaths; and can't imagine how T 
came to ſpare my life in my deſpair. 
© The worſt of it was, there was no 
remedy for the evil: I muſt reſolveon 
ſomething; and there was but one 
thing to bereſolved upon, which was, 
to ſeek my fortuneeliewhere, Thus 
the prophet Mahomet, leaving Baha- 
man and Schirinevery muchtroubled 
at his abſence, departed from the city 
of Gazna. Three days after, I met 
a great caravan of merchants bound 
for Cairo. I joined company with 
them, and arrived at the great city of 
Cairo, where I put myſelf to a weaver, 
to get a ſubſiſtence. I lived there ſeve- 
ral years, and then came to Damaſcus, 
where I ſet up the ſame trade. I ſeem 
content with my condition; but they 
are all falſe appearances: I cannot 
forget my former happineſs. Schi- 
rine comes often into my mind, T 
would fain, for my quiet fake, put her 
out of my memory: I have done 
utmoit to effect it; and this employ- 
ment of mine, which is more labo- 
rious than gainful, renders me very 
unhappy. 

Thus, Sir,* added Malek; I have - 
obeyed your majeſty's commands, in 
telling you my adventure. I know 
very well you do not approveof the 
cheat I put upon the King of 'Gazna 
and the Princeſs Schirine. I obſerved 
more than once how you ſhewed your 
diſlike of it, and how your virtue 
ſhook at my bold facrilege. 

But I pray you to conſider, yon 
required me to be ſincere in what £ 
ſaid, and that the neceſſity of I 

« you drew from me this confeſſion.” 
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& CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 
OF BEDREDDIN AND HIS MAIER. 


PHE King of Damaſcus having 
p = 3 e——— di ſmiſſed him. 
He then ſaid to his vizier and favourite, 
Ihe adventures this man has been 

© telling 
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no more; for you maintain that there 
is not fuch a man to be found. 
Yes, Sir,” replies Atalmulck, I do 
maintain it; and your majeſty ſeeks in 
vain after one.. I am not of that 
opinion, replied the king; © and I 
have a thought come into my head, 
which will be a means to diſcover 
very ſuddenly whether or no I am in 
the right.” He then ordered a procla- 
mation to be made in the city, that all 
thoſe who were ſatisfied with their con- 
dition, and had nothing to diſturb their 
utet, ſhould appear in three days be- 
ore his throne. The three days ex- 


— 
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. 
2 telling us, are not Teſs ſurprizing 
2 than yours; but, though it ſeems he 
© is no happier than you are, do not 
© imagine that I will yield up my ar- 
© gument yet, or conclude from thence 
that no perfon in the world enjoys a 
perfect felicity. I will examine my 
© general officers, my courtiers, and all 
® the officers of my houſhold. Go, 
© vitier, added he, © bring them hither 
© tomeone after another.” Atalmulck 
obeyed. He firſt brought the general 
officers. The king commanded them to 
Fpeak freely their minds, aid tell him 
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whether any ſecret ſorrow diſturbed the 
comfort of their lives; aſſuring them 
there ſhould noillconſequenceariſe from 
their free confeſſion, They all 
ſently declared they had their uneaſi- 
neſſes; that none of them had a quiet 
mind. One confeffed he had too much 
ambition; another too much avarice; 
another, that he was jealous of the glory 
which his equals had acquired, and com- 
plained the people.did not do him juſtice 
asto his ſki} in military affairs. In fine, 
the generals having opened their hearts 
to Bedreddin, and he finding that not 
one of them was happy, told his vizier, 
that the next day he would hear all his 
courtiers. Accordingly, they were ex- 
amined one after another: but not a 
man of them was found to be contented 
with his condition, This courtier ſaid, 
he perceived his credit leflened every 
day; thatcomplained, his deſigns were 
thwarted, and he could not do what he 
deſeted: another ſaid he was obliged to 
ive way to his enemies; and another, 
that he had ſpent all his eſtate, and 
knew not how to ſupport himſe}f. 
The King of Damaſcus having no 
better fortune among his courtiers than 
he had among his generals, as to finding 
out the man he looked for, thought he 
might meet with ſuch a one among the 
officers of his houſhold. He had there- 
fore the patience to talk to them every 
one in particular; and they made him 
the ſame anſwer as his courtiers and ge- 
nerals had done, that none of them were 
free from cares. One complained of his 
wife; another of his children; ſome that 
they were not rich; others that they 
were not healthy: all of them had ſome 
-affiiftion or other to diſquiet them. 
Notwithſtanding all this, Bedreddin 
would not deſpair of meeting with a 
contented man. If I can find but 
s one,” faid he to his vizicr, © I deſire 
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pired, and not a man came to court on 
that account. All the inhabitants ſeem. 
ed to be in concert with Atalmulck. 


DAY CXVI. 


HEN the King of Damaſcus 
ſaw that nobody prefented 
themſelves. purſuant to his proclama- 
tion, he was very much ſurprized. It 
© is not conceivable,” cried he, that 
© in ſo great and ſo populous a city as 
* Damaſcus, there ſhould not be found 
one happy man.'—* Sir, replied A- 
talmulek, if you were to examine at! 
© the people upon earth, they would tel! 
you they are miſerable.— I cannot 
think it,* ſays the king; and as 
much as the proofs I have made of it 
amaze me, I wiſh my kingdom was 
in peace, I would gladly go over all 
the world with you, to fee which of 
us two is in an error.“ 
It happened, accidentally, that the 
King of Damaſcus's enemies ſent am- 
baſſadors at that very time to him, with 
propoſals of peace on advantageous 
terms. The king aſſembled his coun- 
cil upon it, and it was thought more 
adviſeable to accept the terms, than to 
reject them, Thus was the peace con- 
cluded between the King of Damaſcus 
and his enemies, and it was proclaimed 
throughout his dominions. A. little 
while after, this monarch ſaid to his 
vizier, Now the war is at an end, 1 
am reſolved to travel; and will not 
© return to Damaſcus till I have found 
© a contented man. Sir, replied 
Atalmulck, * why will your majeſty 
expoſe yourſelf to the perils and fa- 
tigues of travel? Ought you not to 
be ſatisfied, from the trials you have 


made, that you will never find what 
you 
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t you look for? Judge of every body 
by yourſelf. You have no enemies 
upon your hands; your faithful ſub- 
jects love you; your court is always 
« buſy in ſtudying how to pleaſe you. 
If you are not happy, what man in 


© the world can be fo?'—* It is true, : 
replies Bedreddin, © that, notwithſtand- 


© ing J am at peace with all my neigh- 
bours, J am not for all that a perfect 


happy man. 
you, that the defire I have to know 


is of itſelf ſufficient to make my 
whole life unhappy.'—Ah, my lord!” 
replied the vizier, why will you fa- 
« tisfy that deſire of yours? Be aſſured, 
« you will never meet with a perſon en- 
« tirely contented with his condition.” 

The vizier Atalmulck wiſhed hear- 
tily that his maſter would not have per- 
ſiſted in his reſolution. But the king 
continued in the ſame mind; and hav- 
ing intruſted the government of his 
kingdom with his viziers, he left Da- 
maſcus, accompanied by Atalmulck, 
Seyfel Mulouk, and ſome ſlaves. 
took the road to Bagdad; where, being 
ſafely arrived, they took up their lodg- 
ing in a caravanſerail, where they ſaid 
they were three jewellers of Grand 
Cairo, travelling from court to court 
to ſell their jewels. They were well 
ſtocked with all forts of them, that they 
might paſs the better for what they pre- 
tended to be, Bedreddin, without be- 
ing known, had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
the Commanderof the Believers, and all 
that was worth his curioſity at Bagdad, 
One day he eſpied a calender in the 
ſtreets, talking with a loud voice to a 
crowd of people about him. He went 
up to him, and heard him fay, © How 
mad you are, my brethren, to take fo 
much pains to heap up riches! When 
the angel of death ſhall come for you, 
you will in vain offer him all to ſpare 
you; he has no pity, and will not 
hearken to you. Beſides, you muſt 
own that the enjoymentof your wealth 
is troubleſome to you. You are al- 
ways afraid it will become a prey to 
robbers. The concern you are in for 
fear of loſing it, hinders your lead- 
ing a happy life. You may all of you 
envy me, who, without wealth, with- 
out conveniences, enjoy, in the midſt 
of my want, a perfect happineſs. 
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Nay, I muſt own to 


whether there be really ſuch a man 
upon earth, gives me a diſquiet, that 


them. 
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At this diſcourſe, the King of Da- 
maſcus took his vizier aſide, and ſaid to 
him, © You heard as well as I what the 
calender told his brethren. IT ſhall 
© have no need of travelling farther. I 


© have found the man I looked for; this 


© calender is happy. Sir, replied 
Atalmulck, “ ES talk > 
© by-himſelf; and engage him, if we 
© can, to open his mind to us: perhaps 
© he did not think of what he ſaid. 
© With all my heart,” ſays Bedredding 
© but you muſt, then, give credit to 
© him, if, in our private diſcourſe with 
© him, he aſſures us he is contented.“ 
— Yes, my lord, replied Atalmulck, 
„ will believe him, and own myſelf 
© tobe in an error.“ They reſolved 
not to loſe ſight of the calender; who, 
having done talking, had ſome money 
given him by his auditors, with which' 
he retired to his houſe in a ſuburb of 
the city. They followed him; and 
having overtaken him, they aſked him 
if he was willing to be merry with 
The calender, judging by their 
air that they were rich ſtrangers, gave 
them to underſtand he liked very well 
their propoſal. - He carried them into 
a little houſe, where lived alſo two other 
calenders; who being informed of the 
deſign of the ſtrangers, were extremely 
well pleaſed with it. Atalmulck took 
ſome ſequins out of his purſe, and giv- 
ing them to one of the calenders, bade 
him go and buy whatever was neceſſary 
for them to ſpend the day pleaſantly to- 
gether. . 


DAY CXVIL. 


HE calender to whom the ſequins 
were given, went into the city, 


and returned two hours after laden 


with proviſions, fruit, and wine. Th 

all ſat down to table, and fell to. They 
drank plentifully, till they began to 
grow heated with wine and mirth. The 


calenders eſpecially were ſo merry, that. 


Bedreddin, not doubting but he had 
met with men perfectly happy, turned 


to his vizier, and ſaid, I believe we 


© may take up with what we ſee, and 


need be at no more pains: you will 


© acknowledge your error.“ No, no," 
replied Atalmulck; * not yet, Sir: ap- 
« pearances are often very deceitful.” 
My lords,” ſaid one of the calen- 
ders to the King of Damaſcus and his 
vizier, 
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vizier, © what do you mean by what you 


6 fay?'—-< Here, calender, ſays Be- 
dreddin to him whom he had heard talk 


In the ſtreet, offering him a purſe of ſe- 


quins, here is a preſent for you, on 
« condition you diſcover your mind to 
me. You ſee three jewellers of us; 
© one of my brethren maintains, that 
< there is not a contented man in the 
world. I believe the contrary; and 
I have heard you ſay, that you your- 
4 ſelf enjoy a perfect felicity: tell me 
© the truth; it imports me very much 
to know it; and you will give me the 
© greate{t ſatis faction if you will open 
C yourſelf to me freely on this ſubje&.” 
I Thecalender took the purſe, thanked 
Bedreddin, and ſaid, My-lord, ſince 
* you deſire it, I will diſcover my real 
<« ſentiments to you. 
6 companions are happy. If you heard 
© me: boaſt of my: happineſs. before the 
© people, do not imagine that I am ever 


_ © the happier for that, nor the better 
_ © ſatisfied with my condition. 


If I 
© talked againſt riches, I afſure you it 
as only to excite the charity of thoſe: 
* who: heard me. The calenders lead 
© too miſerable lives to find that feli- 
< city intheirſtate, which all men aſpire 
© to in vain. I am perſuaded, as well 
as your companions, that nobocty is 
© contented. The hearts of men can- 
© not know content. They have ſcarce 
obtained the enjoyment of one de- 
& fire, but another ſucceeds to it, and 
di ſturbs their quiet. 

The King of Damaſcus's vizier was 

lad to hear the calender talk ſo; and 

oP Bedreddin would now own, he 
was ſeeking after what was not to be 
found, and return to his dominions. 
Indeed, that prince began to think he 
Vas miſtaken himſelf; but having taken 
leave of the calenders, he ſaid to Seyfel 
Mulouk and his vizier, Let us paſs 
the reſt of the day at a fiqua ſhop; we 
„ fall find there a great reſort of com- 


*. pany, and may learn ſomething from 
© them.” 


They went, and ſat down 
at a table where two men were, who 
appeared to be perſons of conſideration, 
talking of the cares of human: life. 
No, ſuid one of them; ve muſtnot 
hope to be happy as long as we are in 
© this world. It God ſuffered our lives 
© to be always peaceful and pleaſant, 
© we ſhould be leſs ſenſible of the plea- 
«ſures which he premiſes the faithful 


Neither I nor my 


TALES. 
© after death. — , I am not,” fays the 


other, entirely of your opinion: I know 
the greateſt part of men are miſerable, 
© but I queſtion whether they are all 
© ſo. I know one among the reſt, who 


lives a happy life, andall his moments 


* glide away in joy.'—— Hah!” cried 
the Vizier Atalmulck, mingling in the 
converſation, * who is this happy mor- 
© tal? In what part of the world does 
he live?! In the city of Aſtracan,” 


. replied the perſon who had ſaid it. It 


is the King of Aftracan himſelf. If 


that prince wants any thing to make 


him happy, IL will agree that nobody 

can ever enjoy perfect happineſs. But 

Jam ſure no trouble of any kind gives 

him the leaſt diſquiet: in a word, that 
he is a contented man; wherefore he 
is called, by way of excellence, The 
King without Sorrow.” 

This diſcourſe had it's effect on the 
mind of Bedreddin. As ſoon as they 
were got out of the ſiqua ſhop, he told 
his vizier, that they would ſet out for 
Aſtracan next morning to ſee the King 
without Sorrow. I am as deſirous to 
* ſee him as your majeſty,” ſays Atal- 
mulck; and will depart when you 
© pleaſe from Bagdad.” Bedreddin re- 
turning to the caravanſerail, and hear- 
ing that a caravan of Circaſſian mer- 
chants would ſet out for Aſtracan in a 
few: days, deferred his departure till 
then, that they might travel with more 
ſafety. They all three, the King of 
Damaſcus, his vizier, and favourite, 
departed with the caravan, and arrived 
ſafe at Aſtracan, where reigned Hor- 
mox, called, The King without Sorrow. 
They inned at the firſt cara vanſerail they 
met with, and paſſed ſtill for jewellers. 
They abforved: that the people were 
very. joyful, and that great rejoicings 
weremade in'the city. They aſked the 
reaſon of it of their hoſt, and why every 
body ſeemed ſo glad at Aſtracan. The 
hoſt replied, « You muſt: never have 
© been here ſince the reign of King 
Hormoz, by your aſking that queſ- 
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over our enemies that theſe rejoicings 
are made, nor to celebrate any other 
fortunate event. The people have 
every. day ſome feſtival or other; and 
that out of conformity to the humour 
of the king, who is a prince of the belt 
character in the world: he is always 
chearful, ever diverting himſelf; _ 
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© has on that account acquired the ſur- 
name of, The King without Sorrow.“ 


DAY CXVIII. 
HE King of Damaſcus having 


heard his hoſt out, ſaid to his vi- 
zier, © Notwithſtanding the fine picture 


gur hoſt has given us of the King of 


Aſtracan, I am ſure you do not think 
© he deſerves the name that is beſtowed 
© upon him.'—* No, doubtleſs!' re- 
plied Atalmulck; I am not to be de- 
« ceived by appearances, after the ad- 
venture of the calender of Bagdad.” 
—* You are in the right, replied Be- 
dreddin, © todiltruſtthereputation King 
* Hormoz has acquired; and I queſtion, 
© as you do, whether a man that has 
© the burden of a kingdom on his 
© ſhoulders cad be without care, We 
© ſhall quickly know whether it is ſo 
or not; for I am reſolved to intro- 
duce myſelf into his court, to gain 
his friendſhip if I can, and engage 
him to diſcover to me the bottom of 
* his foul.” 

I approve of your deſign, Sir, ſays 
the vizier; © but then your majeſty will 
«* promiſe me, that if the King of Aſ- 
* tracan makes you his confidante in 
* this matter, and you find he is not the 
© happy man he is taken for, you will 
give over your fearch.'— Yes,” re- 
plied Bedreddin; „and will return im- 
mediately to Damaſcus.'—* Well, 
then, ſays the vizier, let us make 
what haſte we can to gain acceſs to 
King Hormoz; let us ſee that prince, 
and ſo carefully examine all his ac- 
tions, that nothing may eſcape us.“ 
Their deſign of going to the court of 
Aſtracan was no ſooner formed than it 
was executed. They repaired to the 
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King's palace. They croſſed a vaſt 


court-yard full of ſoldiers; they entered 
the firſt hall, which they found full of 


fingers and muſicians, They went into 


another hall, where were ſlaves of both 
ſexes gallantly dreſſed, dancing with 


great grace and art. 


Having ſatisfied their curioſity in that 
hall, they Nane into a third, through 
a crowd of people that thronged at the 
door, as if to ſee ſome ſpectacle. When 
they had got in, they perceived twenty 


or thirty perſons fitting at a long table, 
ſpread with all ſorts of - 


1 fo proviſions. It 
was an entertainment the king made for 


the greateſt lords of his court; and that 
monarch was eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed 
from his gueſts. He held the ſeal of 
honour, and had on his head a crown 
of gold, enriched with topazes and ru- 
bies. He was about thirty years old, 
handſome, well-ſhaped, and had the 
gayelt air that can be imagined. He 
excited his courtiers to drink, by his 
words and example; he told them plea- 
ſant ſtories; he laughed with them, and 
was the ſoul of the feaſt. 

After that entertainment was over, 
he went into the room where the dan- 
cing was, attended by his courtiers; and 

ons of dancing and muſick, When 
night came, he diſmiſſed his courtiers, 
and ſhut himſelf up in his women's 
apartment, The dancers and muſicians 
vaniſhed; and the King of Damaſcus, 
his vizier, and Seyfel Mulouk, went 
out of the palace, with the citizens of 
Aſtracan, who had come thither out of 
curioſity. a 

© it muſt be owned, ſaid Bedreddin 
upon his return to the caravanſerail, 
that the King of Aſtracan is in all 
appearance a happy man. I ſaw no- 
thing in him that can make me ſuſpect 
his joy to be falſe, We haveat laſt mer 
with a contented man; and, what 1s 
more extraordinary, that man a ſove- 
reign to0.'—" For my part, ſays 
Seyfel Muloyk, I am of your ma- 
jeſty's opinion: I cannot think King 
* Hormoz has any diſquiet. If Ijudge 
© amiſs, he has an extraordinay com- 
mand over his paſſions.— . Aye, 
© aye!* ſaid Atalmulck, the art of 
* diſimulation is what people are not 
ignorant of at court; and the King my 
o 
o 
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maſter will permit me to ſuſpend my 
judgment. How can we be certain 
that this prince is not this very mo- 
ment the prey of ſome mortal grief ? 
And who knows but he pays dearly 
for the pleaſures we ſee him enjoy?” 


RBA 


HE next day, the Kivgof Damaſ- 

cus, Atalmulck, and Sey fel Mu- 

louk, returned to the palace, taking with 
them cach a box of diamonds. They 
deſired to ſpeak with the king, giving 
out that they were three jewel lers, part- 
ners, who travelled from court to court 
to {ell their diamonds, Hormoz ör- 
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dered that all three ſhould be brought 
in: they opened their boxes, and ſhew- 
ed him their fineſt jewels. He mightily 
ad mired them; and cried out, at the fight 
of one of them, which was as big as a 


the:King of Damaſcus faid, one day, to 
Atalmulck, If we could depend up- 
© on conjecture, the prince whoſe ac- 
tions we obſerve, is happy.*— It is 
* true,” replied the vizier, we have 
« reaſon to think he is contented; but 
© we cannot be ſure that he is ſo: we 
© do not ſee him at night. When we 
© think he is faſt aſleep, perhaps ſome 
© frightful trouble keeps him awake.“ 
—* How, then, can we know,” replied 
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pigeon's egg, What a fine ſtone it is! 
I never ſaw the like! Nature ſeems to 
haye taken a pleaſure in collecting in 
it all the ted lively colours. What 
© happy climate could produce it?* A- 
talmulek, who had been a jeweller, 
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replied, * Sir, theſe jewels are found in 
the Iſle of Serendib: we bought this 
there; and, in truth, it is the moſt 
'© eſteemed of all the kinds of diamonds 
<« which that country produces.” 

The King of Aſtracan not being able 


to take his eyes off that jewel, Bedred- 


din faid to him, Sir, we rejoice that 
we have any thing which your ma- 
« jeſty is pleaſed with: we moſt hum- 
4 bly beſeech you to permit us to make 
* a-preſent of this ſtone to you. Do us 
the favour to accept of it, and pardon 
© the liberty we take to offer it to you.” 
'Hormoz received it with pleaſure; and 
told the jewellers he would have them 
ſtay ſome time at his court. Accord- 
ingly, he ordered them lodgings in his 
— -:6 they had a magnificent apart- 
ment aſſigned them, and were ſerved by 
the king's own officers, This monarch, 
looking upon theſe ſtrangers as people 
who had travelled over all Aſia, re- 
ſolved to treat them with all poſſible 
ſplendor, that they might in all. other 
courts publiſh the wonders of his. He 
every day made them new preſents: 
ſometimes he gave them the diverſion 
of hunting; and, at others, entertained 
them with ſome curious ſpectacle. He 
often made feſtivals for them, in which 
there wanted neither elegance nor ex- 
nce: all the nobility of Circaſſia were 

y turns invited to them; and he out- 
vied his uſual magnificence in every 
thing, to raiſe the wonder of the pre- 


tended jewellers. King Bedreddin was 


by no means fo much taken up with 
theſe pleaſures, as in attending to every 
action of the King of Aſtracan. Atal- 
mulck and Seyfe} Mulouk examined 
them . erna They all chree 
were wholly employed in obſerving 
King Hormoz, to fee whether they 
could find out that he put anð conſtraint 
upon himſelf in his air of joy and con- 


tentz but all their care was to no pur- 


poſe; they could ſee nothing that ren- 
dered it ſuſpected to them; upon which, 


Bedreddin, whether he is contented 
© or not??—" You mult get into his 
© confidence: the only way to do it, 
will be to tell him your name, and 
why you came to Cirxcaſſia; your 
frankneſs will excite his, and he 
will, 1t may be, reveal to you a ſecret 
he hides from all the world.” 
Seyfel Mulouk was of the vizier's 
opinion; and -Bedreddin reſolved to get 
out of King Hormoz what he wanted to 
know, by opening to him firſt. Accord- 
ingly, the three Jewellers went one day 
to wait on the King of Aſtracan, and 
demanded of him a private conference; 
which being granted, Bedreddin ad- 
dreſſed himtel thus to Hormoz. Sir, 
< we pray your majeſty to permit us to 
© depart from your court; the time we 
© allotted ourſelves to ſtay in this city is 
© paſt; be pleaſed to ſuffer us to return 
© you our thanks for your favours, and 
© to retjre.*—* I will not keep you in 
my court againſt your wills,” replied 
the King of Aſtracan; but, I muſt 
© own, ſo ſudden a departure is not 
agreeable tome: I did not think you 
would have gone ſo foon; but I per- 
ceive there are not charms enough in 
my court to keep you here longer. 
Ah, my lord!” fays Bedreddin, I 
call Heaven to witneſs, that your 
court ſeems to us to be fuller of plea- 
ſure, and more charming, than even 
that of the Commander of the Faith- 
ful! Beſides, the reception you have 
given us, your many favours ſince 
ve have been here, are enough to ren - 
der it the moſt delightful 12 to us 
in the world: but we have very 
weighty reaſons to return into our 
own country; for, in fine, my lord, 
as rage jewellers as we appear to you 
to be, we ere very far from being Tg " 
I am a ſovereign as well as yourſelf, 
1 reign over the people of Damaſcus: 
and theſe two men, whom you take to 
© be my partners, are one my grand vi- 
ier, aud the other a 
& 
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The King of Aſtracan appeared very 


much aſtoniſhed at this confidence; and 


was much more ſo, when Bedreddin 
told him why he left Damaſcus. Hor- 
moz burſt out a laughing at the end of 
his diſcourſe. * How, my lord!” ſays 
he, Does your vizier maintain that 
there is not a contented man upon 
earth?! Yes,” replied the King of 
Damaſcus; and I cannot be of his 
© opimon. The truth is, I could not 
in all my kingdom find ſuch a man: 
I have ſearched elſewhere for him in 
vain. I faw ſeveral at Bagdad who 
ſeemed to be happy, and yet were far 
from being ſo; and, tired with ſuch a 
fruitleſs ſearch, I was about to return 
to Damaſcus, when J heard that, in 
the city of Aſtracan, there reigned a 
king, ſurnamed, The King without 
Sorrow, for his gay humour, I was 
willing to ſee you out of curioſity; 
and have obſerved that joy does in- 
deed accompany you in all you do. I 
conjure you, Sir, to tell me if the ap- 
pearance deceives me: are you poſ- 
leſſed of an entire felicity? Does any 
care trouble your repoſe? Hormoz 
couid not help laughing at that queſ- 
tion. Is it poſſible, Sir, ſays he to the 
King of Damaſcus, that you have 
really abandoned your ſubjects, and 
ranged about the world to find out a 
man truly contented? “ Moſt cer- 
« tainly,” replies Bedreddin; © and I 
pray you to open your heart to me: 
add this to the other teſtimonies of 
* your goodneſs which I have received 
from you. Since you alk it of me 
* ſo ſeriouſly,” replied the King of 
Aſtracan, and as if it imported you 
very much to know it, I muſt ſay that 
* your vizier is in the right, and that I 
am of his mind, 1 do not believe 
there is ſuch a thing as a happy man. 
As for my part, J am very far from 
being one; or, to ſay truth, though I 
* amcalled The King without Sorrow, 
I am perhaps the moſt miſerable 
prince alive; The joy that appears 
on my countenance is the effect of a 
moſt troubleſome; conſtraint : how- 
ever, it is a neceſſary one; and I am 
the more miſerable becauſe I am un- 
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« 
ſubjects the grief that always preys 
* upon my 32 2 
The King: of Damaſcus ſhewed by 
his looks the ſurprize he was in to hear 
le King of Aſtracan talk ſo; and his 


der a neceſſity to conceal from my 
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curiofity to know the canſe of his ſor - 
row was ſo great, that King Hormoz 
could not help promiſing: to diſcover it 
to him. #* 

Al this while, joy reigned in the 
city of Aſtracan; and the courtiers 
uſed all their invention to find out new 
diverſions to entertain their monarch; it 
was their whole employ, and each ſeem- 
ed to diſpute with the other the glory 
of ſucceeding in it belt. Hormoz, to 
ſhew he was fatisfied with the zeal of 
his courtiers, always expreſſed himſelf 
extremely well pleaſed with the feſtivals 
that were made for hm: but though he 
diſſembled as well as before, Bedreddin, 
Atalmulck, and Seyfel Mulouk, could 
obſerve, ſince the confeſſion he made of 
his diſquiet, that there were in his 
countenance the marks of uneaſineſs; 
they all three waited impatiently for the 
performance of his promiſe, which he 
complied with ſoon after, in the follow- 
ing manner. : 

One night, when every thing was 
quiet in the palace, he ſent for them by 
an eunuch, who introduced them into 
the women's apartment. The King 
without Sorrow ſtaid for them in the 
outmoſt chamber, and told them he 
was going to be as good as his word to 
them. * Youwill then ſee,” added he, 
© whether I was not in the right, in 
© ſfaymg I am the moſt unfortunate 
«© prince in the world.“ At theſe 
words he took the King of Damaſcus 
e. hand, and led him through two 
chambers to the door of a third, bid- 
ding him look in. Bedreddin did ſo; 
and ſaw on a ſofa, a young lady of 
ſurprizing beauty: her complexion was 
whiter chan ſnow, and her eyes like 
two ſuns. She had a ſmiling look; and 
was liſtening to the diſcourſe of an old 
female flave, ; : 

© Confider that princeſs who fits on 
© the ſofa, continues Hormoz, * Did 
« you ever ſee one ſo fair? Did not na- 
© ture take a delight in forming fo 
charming an object? Confeſs, my 
lord, that you have not in your ſera- 
« glio ſo perfect a beauty. And you, 
added he, addreſſing himſelf to the 
King of Damaſcus's vizier and favou- 
rite; © examine her well; and tell me if 
ever your eyes beheld ſo fair a crea- 
© ture.* Bedreddin, after having look- 
ed on her very attentively, owned ſhe 
was incomparable. Atalmulck thought 
he beheld his Zelica; and Seyfel Mu- 
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excelled her. 
- © That,” replied the King of Aſtra- 
can, that is the lovely princeſs who is 


the cauſe of my ſorrow: it is ſhe who 


creates my misfortune. '—* Does ſhe 
© not love you, Sir?' ſays the King of 


| Damaſcus, ls her indifference——" 


No, no!* ſays Hormoz, interrupt- 
ing him, it is not that I complain of; 
6 if I adore her, Iam in return beloved 
© by her. How, then,” replies Be- 
dreddin, © can ſhe render you unfortu- 
nate? — You ſhall ſee,” replied the 
King of Circaſſha; * ſtay you three at 
the door, and obſerve what paſſes.” 
Saying this, he entered the chamber, 


and approached the princeſs; and, as he 


approached her, (unheard -ot prodigy!) 
ſhe changed countenance: the red and 
white in her cheeks turned to a deadly 
paleneſs—her lips became livid—her 


' ſmiling look vaniſhed—and her bright 


eyes cloſed. In a word, when he came 
up to her, he ſat down on the ſofa; and 
regarding her with eyes full of love and 
grief, ſaid, © My princefs, open your 
* eyes, and behold your deplorable 
* hufband: the condition you are in, 
c pierces my foul!* The princeſs made 
him no anſwer; nor gave him the leaſt 
ſign that ſhe heard what he ſaid: ſhe 
ſeemed as one dead. | 

Hormozwas not able to bear fo ſad a 
ſpectacle. He roſe from the ſofa; and 
at every ſtep he took, returning towards 
Bedreddin, in proportion to his diſtance 
from the queen his wife, that princeſs 
revived: her bright eyes recovered 
their former luſtre, and her complexion 
became fairer than before. In a word, 
all her charms ſhone out afreſh, as the 
ſan from behind a cloud; and one may 
imagine into what aſtoniſhment it put 
the ſpectators. 


EB AY CXX. 


HE King of Damaſcus, his vi- 

zier, and his favourite, kept their 

eyes full fixed upon the Queen of Aſtra- 

can: they were not able to recover them- 

ſelves from their ſurprize. Well!“ ſays 

Hormoz to them, do you now think 

that I can be that happy man whom 
vou ſeek after?” 

© No!? anſwers Bedreddin; © we are 

© rather perſuaded that you are a moſt 


PERSTAN TALES. 
| louk did not think that Bedi al Jemal 


* unhappy prince. This appears but 
* too evidently to us, in the amazing 
© prodigy to which we have juſt now 
© been eye- witneſſes: but, Sir, adds 
he, *why is it the queen faints away at 
© your approach? and by what charm 
© does ſhe inſtantly renew her ſpirits 
© upon your withdrawing yourſelf from 
© her? May I intreat you to ſatisfy my 
curioſity once more?? 

© I am not at all ſurprized at your 
« queſtion,” replies the King of Aſtra- 


can; it is no more than I expected. 
Lou have reaſon, without doubt, to 


© be aſtoniſhed at what you have ſcen: 
but I mult run through a hiſtory of a 
conſiderable length, before I can in- 
form you in what you defire to know. 
The night is already far advanced; 
betake yourſelves to your repoſe, and 
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tion to your curioſity.” 
The ſame eunuch who brought Be. 
dreddin, Atalmulck, and Seyfel Mu- 
louk, into the apartment of the women, 
conducted them back into their own 
again. | 
They were all three unable to ſleep; 
their thoughts were entirely taken up 
with what they had feen; each was bu- 
fed within himſelf in ſearching out the 
cauſe: and they only fatigued their ſpi- 
rits, without being able to draw an 
ſatisfaQtion from their conjectures. At 
laſt, the morning came, and they were 
introduced into the cabinet of Hormoz; 
who related to them his hiſtory, after 
the following manner. 


THE HISTORY OF KING HORMOZ, 
SURNAMED THE KING WITHOUT 
SORROW. | 


8 17 is now five years ſince I had a 

« dehire to travel. In order to it, 
J firſt aſked leave of my father, the 
late King of Aftracan; and he eaſily 
granted my requeſt. He gave me a 
very numerous retinue, as well for 
the ſecurity of my perſon, as for the 
ſake of having me appear among 
ſtrangers in a manner becoming my 
rank. He opened his treaſures, and 
ordered immenſe ſums -to be taken 
© out for my journey, with a prodi- 
< gious quantity of jewels. * A 
„ prince, ſaid he, © ſhould leave be · 
„ hind him, in every place where he 
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« paſſes, tokens of his magnificence 
« and generoſity; he ſhould in nothing 
« act like a private perſon: I will have 
« him ſcatter gold with both his 
« hands. The people, dazzled with 
« his bounties, will often praiſe him 
« for virtues which Heaven never gave 
« him.” I departed, therefore, from 
Aſtracan with a pompous train. We 
« paſſed the Volga, and the River of 
ſaick; then, coaſting along the Caſ- 
pian Sea, we arrived at Jenghikunt: 
from thence we proceeded to Jund; 
then to Caracou; and came at laſt to 
Otrar. I did not forget to follow the 
maxims of my father: all the cities 
through which I paſſed felt the effects 
of my liberality; I laviſhed my pre- 
ſents. In a word, I paid largely for 
the honours which I received every 
where, and did not let the ſmalleſt 
care to pleaſe me go unrewarded. It 
is certain, that my continual profuſion 
made people look upon me as a molt 
accompliſhed prince. Amongſt the 
Circaſſian grandees who accompa- 
nied me, there was one who was ap- 
pointed my governor, whom I loved 
above the reſt: his name was Huſſeyn; 
he was a man of a ſingular merit; 
but that which pleaſed me perhaps 
the moſt in him was, the complaiſance 
he ſhewed for my opinions. Inſtead 
of ſetting up for ſeverity, and grow- 
ing importunate with his counſels, he 
ſhewed himſelf entirely devoted tomy 
humpurs: he even ſtudied to prevent 
all my defires; by which means he 
infinuated himſelf fo far into my con- 
eee kept nothing ſecret from 
im. | 
«« Huſſeyn,” ſays I to him, one day 
* at Otrar, „I am weary of travelling 
« like a prince. The honours which 
are done me, begin to grow a burden 
„to me; I loſe all the pleaſure which 
private men enjoy when they go 
abroad: beſides, a thouſand things 
«« eſcape me, becauſe my cumberſome 
«« ſtate and grandeur will not always 
allow me to ſatisfy my curioſity. I 
«« with I could paſs for one of an infe- 
* rior rank: I ſhould be glad to fee a 
little into the loweſt condition of 
life, to hear the people ſpeak, and 
to be acquainted with their manner 
** of acting. This will not only be a 
„ diverſion to me, but it may likewiſe 
turn to my improvement.“ 
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DAY CXXT. 
0 PH: complaiſant Huſſeyn took 


© this occafion immediately to 
« praiſe the propoſal I made, and to fall 
in with my inclinations. © Nothing,”* 
© ſays he, „can be more praiſe-warthy 
than the preſent bent of your defires; 
«© and you may gratify it when you 
© pleaſe. Come on, my prince: you 
«© need only leave all your retinue herez 
cc and we will take the road which leads 
© to thecity of Carizme, like two fel- 
% low-travellers.” 

* I was charmed with the complai- 

© ſance of my governor, I gave him 
© orders to put every thing in readineſs 
for our departure. I is was ſoon done, 
© for we had need of no more than two 
© horſes, We took with us gold and 
« jewels, and we ſet out from Otrar; 
© where I left my whole retinue, com2 
* manding them to ſtay there till my 
return. 
We paſſed the Jaxartes; and, ad- 
vancing forward in the Zagatliy, ve 
came happily to the great city of Ca- 
rizme, where Clitch-Arſelan then 
reigned, and reigns even to this day: 
we took our lodgings in a publick inn 
and we were, from our appearance, 
taken for travellers of a private con- 
dition. The day after our arrival, 
we were deſirous to ſee the city, which 
we found in every reſpect anſwerable 
to the great idea we had formed of it. 
We were more particularly taken up 
in conſidering a palace, the ſtructure 
of which ſeemed to us very ſingular: 
it was not a pile of building, as uſual, 
with wings adjoining to each ſide of 
it, toform a court; it was only a large 
compaſs of ground, ſurround with 
low walls, in which ſeveral very high 
and narrow towers were built at cer- 
* tain diſtances. | 

* We could not refrain from entering 
© within the walls; and we drew near to 
© the towers; out of which, we thought; 
© ;iſſued the ſound of human voices: 
© neither were we deceived, There were 
© men within them who could not be 
© ſeen, who ſpoke in very loud ac- 
© cents; ſome of whom ſung, and ſome 
© broke out into loud laughter. We 
© judged that we were in a place where 
c madmen were ſhut up; and we ſoon 
heard fuck things as confirmed us in 

our 
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our conjectures. One of theſe diſtract- 


© ed BY ons repeated Arabick verfes 
with great emotion and vehemence: 
© he was intent upon the praiſes of his 
© miſtreſs; and was not ſatisfied with 
only ſetting her above the houries, 
% The nymph whom I adore,” faid 
© he, © is the tulip of the garden of 
s nature: her mouth, I may ſay, is a 
ct cupoverflowing with the richeſt wine. 
« When ſhe 2 methinks I ſee a 
«-caſket of royal pearls open; and if 
« ſhe ſpeaks, her words hang together 
4 Hhkea ſtring of pearls round the neck 
tc of the Graces: her yellow treſſes are 
te the apartments of the ſun; and her 
« fingers are the inſtruments with which 
* the famous Many worked the mar- 
4 vellous cabinet of China!“ 

He made uſe of expreſſions yet more 
© extravagant; from which we plainly 
© perceived that his brain was di ſorder- 
6 ed; Huſſeyn, ſays Ito my, gover- 
© nor, what think you of this man 
here?? — “ Ithink, replies heg**that 
© poetry has turnet! his wits!” 

- © When we had for ſome time di- 
6 yertedourſelves with his extravagant 


verſes, which he repeated without 


©-ceafing, we left him to amuſe himſelf 
© with-thepraiſes of his miſtreſs; and; 


going up to another tower, our ears 


were immediately ſtruck with the 
voice of another madman, Who ſung 
the following words“ Oh, thou 
« hoſe beauty furniſnhes the ſun with 
t which he diffuſes in pa- 
4e laces alike as in cottages! Inſtruct 
% me charming princeſs; bow I may 
c give a worthy reception to the ray 
4% ith which thou doft- vouchſafe to 
« j}luminate my cel! of ſorrow. Alas! 
© am a ruined building, and thou 
6 haſt been my architect: I am a river 
% that perpetually rolls on it's waters 
4% towards the fex of thy perfections. 
0 Thou art a fountain of life, and j am 
4% the path that leads to it!“ ä 
« Another lunatick, who was ſhut up 
jn the ſame tower, excited, no doubt, 
© by the example of this man, began to 
ſing in a different ſtrain: he com- 
6 plainecd of the rigour which an object 
Full of charms exercifet towards him; 
and he called upon Death to put an 
end to his ſufferings; Sir,“ ſays 
Huſſeyn then to me, I-woultd have 
40 u ohſerve, that the paſſion of love 
1 runs through all the diſcourſes and 
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6 the ſongs of theſe poor creatures, 
40 they ſeem all to be lovers.“ 


DAY CxxII. 
\ W IEE my governor inſimnu- 


YY © ated this reflection to me, a 
© Carizmian, who happened to be near 


© us, overhearing our diſcourſe, fajd 


© to us, It is very natural that theſe 
% madmen ſhould talk of love, fince it 
© is the ſource of their misfortune; 
4 their diſtraction proceeds from the 
© ſame cauſe. You muſt,” continues 
© he, „ be very great ſtrangers, and 
% never have been at Carizme before, 


if you do not know that they loſt 


“ their wits by looking upon our ſul. 
© tan's daughter.” 

The Carizmian obſerving that we 
* were extremely ſurprized at his dil. 
* courſe, ſaid to us, WhatT tell you, 
* I confeſs, is a thing not eaſy to be 
c credited; and yet nothing is more 
& certain: you need only enquire in 
the city; every one will affirm to you 
% that the beauty of the Princeſs of 


A 


«© Carizme has produced this wonder- 


ce ful effect upon theſe wretches. 
This princeſs,” purſues he, plays 
« ſometimes at the mall in publick; 
6 ſhe appears then without a veil, and 
% may be feen: but woe unto thoſe 
% who ftop and gaze upon her. They 
& draw in from her eyes a love hich 
e proves fatal to them: ſome of them 
“% pine away by degrees, and languiſh 
© out their lives in deſpair; and others 
C lofe the uſe of their reaſon. The lat- 
te ter are ihut up within theſe towers, 


„ which the ſultan has built for them. 
„ This prince, who in other reſpects 


© may boaſt of a thouſand virtues, in- 
« ſtead of forbidding his daughter to 
© ſhew herſelf to the people, ſeems to 
« take a pleaſure in the miſeries which 
«© ſhe -oecahons, and prides himſelf in 
«« being the father 5 ſo dangerous a 
«© beauty.” S _ 
While the Carizmian was enter- 
© taining. us in this manner, we ſaw a 
crowd of people from the city, with 
a number of the ſultan's guards, who 
conducted two young men, and ſcem- 
ed to advance with them towards the 
towers. See there, without doubt, 
thinks I, „ ſome freſh. inſtances of 
© madneſs tendingthis way! * 
h 60 57 
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« fol“ ſays the Carizmian: © mm all 

© appearance the Princeſs Rezia-Beg- 

« hum plays at the mall this day.“ 
Ne had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, 


but l left him 8 abruptly. Huſſeyn 


ſollowed me; and, taking notice that 
I was eager in my pace, he alked me 
« why I was in fo great à haſte. I am 
« going, faid I, “ to ſee the Princeſs 
« Carizme play at the mall. I have a 
<« mind to judge of her beauty for my- 
« ſelf: I very much doubt whether 
ce ſhe be ſo formidable as ſhe is repre- 
« ſented.” | 1 
My governor trembled at my diſ- 
© courſe; and attempted, for the firſt 
time, to contradi& my will. © Ah, 
« Sir!” faid he to me, with all the ſigns 
«© of a deep concern, “beware how you 
« give way to this inclination ! What 
„ demon has inſpired you wirh it? 
After what we have juſt now ſeen 
« with our own eyes, after what the 
« Carizmian has told us, can you de- 
« fire the fatal view of Reza? I con- 
« jure you, by the great prophet, with- 
« out whom the heavens and the earth 


« would not have been created, not to 
e expoſe yourſelf to the danger of her 


looks! Tremble at the fate of theſe 
« unhappy men, whoſe ſtories we have 
« newly heard!” I could not refrain 
© from laughter to ſee Huſſeyn in ſo 
« great a fright. ** Indeed, indeed!" 
« ſaid I, © you betray a great weak - 
« neſs: is it poſſible you ſhould ſuffer 
« yourſelf to be ſeized with ſuch ima- 
wh Word fires: fears? Noyou think 
« that the fight of abeautiful perſon is 
capable of troubling my underftand- 
ing? You know very well that there 
are women of a moſt exquiſite beauty 
in the ſeraglio of the king my father, 
« and that no one of them ever touched 
my heart. I am, perhaps, the on! 

«« prince in the world of my age the leak 
« {uſceptible of the impreſſions of love: 
the whole court, you know, owns it 
* tobe my character; which ſome look 
upon as a failing, while others re- 
gard it as a virtue. Never fear, then, 
*© that it is poſſible T ſhould paſs in an 
inſtant from one extreme to the other. 
Let not the preſent curioſity which 
** urges me on, give you the leaſt diſ- 
* quiet: rely upon my word, which I 
” Fire you, to ſee Rezia- Beghum un- 
hurt, in ſpite of this amazing rumour 


44 of her charm 6. 


* Miy governor made no reply; and, 


183 
notwithſtanding I undertook to an- 
ſwer to myſelf, I could perceive he 
ſil] continued diffident of me: never- 
theleſs, I remained fully bent to fol- 
low my curioſity; and, not knowin 
the place where the princeſs — 
herſelf, I made enquiry, addreſſing 
myſelf to the firſt man I met in the 
city; he was an iman. I beſeech 
« you,” ſays I to him, © ſhew me the 
« way to the mall!“ 

„ Young man, anſwers he, “ if 
you have a deſire to exerciſe yourſelf 
in the mall, put off the party till to- 
„ morrow: the princeſs diverts herſelf 
there to- day. Inſtead of coming near 
the mall, let me adviſe you to direct 
your ſteps the contrary way,” — 
* Oh, Sir!” replies I to the iman, my 
<< intention is not to play, but only to 
© haveafſight of theprinceſs.” —©« Ah, 
*« raſh youth!“ cried he, „are you 
«« weary of life, or do you long to loſe 
the uſe of your reaſon? Have you not 
heard, then, what ſtrange effects the 
ſight of Rezia works upon all men? 
* It you know this, you muſt be very 
«© deſperate not to fear ſo dangerous a 
„ beauty!“ 


A K 1 6 «„ „ *® 


DAY cxxin. 


| E ſaid a great many things more 
to me, and uſed the ſtrongeſt 
« perſuaſions, to divert my reſolution: 
© but, at laſt, ſeeing that I perſiſted in 
* demanding: the way to the mall, he 
© pointed it out to me in a ſurly manner. 
« Go, then!” ſays he, ſpeaking in an- 
© ger; © haſten to your ruin, ſince you 
„ make ſo light of the counſel I give 
1 
Soon after I had left the iman, T 
© heard a herald crying in the ſtreet, 
* with a loud voice“ By order from 
the ſultan, I give notice to the people, 
«that the Princeſs Rezia plays at the 
© mall. If there be any one ho, through 
% imprudence, ſhall gaze upen her, be 
cc it known that, whatever evil ſhall be- 
fal him thereby, ĩt is to be imputed to 
* himſelf alone.“ "FEM 
As T drew near to the mall, T could 
perceive a great buſtle among the peo. 
ple: I could hearfathers callingout to 
their fons, and running after them, 
'© to prevent their going within ſight of 
© Reza, I laughed within myſelf at 
theſe precautions, and much more — 
© the 
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194 
the terrors which they occaſioned in 
Huſſeyn. When we came within the 
compaſs of the mall, we could ſee no- 


* thing. but old men; and even they 
* kept themſelves at a diſtance from 


© the princeſs: notwithſtanding their 


frozen age, they were fearful of being 
charmed by her, and of going to finiſh 
the remains of life in the towers. The 
* mall was not-bordered round with 
© ſpeators; every one was careful to 
* ſhun} the looks of the moſt beautiful 
object of nature. | 
© As for me, I advanced boldly; and, 
deaf to the call of ſome good old men, 
* who out of pity ſpoke to me to re- 


tire, I preſented myſelf before the 


© daughter of the ſultan; but I came 
© too late; for ſhe had juſt given over 
© playing. ” She had already put on her 
© vel; ſo that I could only diſcern her 
* ſtature, which to me appeared very 
majeſtick: ſhe ſtepped into a litter 
-* with two of her Neon, and re- 


turned to the palace, ſurrounded with 


© a numerous guard, | | 

Then, turning to my governor, 
* How unlucky am I!“ ſays I to him, 
© with à diſſatisfied look; had I come 
& one moment ſooner, I ſhould have 
* ſeen Rezial''—*< Sir,” anſwers Huſ- 
* ſeyn, with tranfports of joy, which he 
© could not contain, Heaven be praiſ- 
* ed that you have not ſeen her! Not- 
tc withitanding the aſſurances you gave 
c me, to bear the fight of her unmoved, 
Jam overjoyed, I own, that you have 
& not been able to try the dangerous 
5 experiment. — ! You have no great 
e occaſion,” ſaid I, © to rejoice, fince 
gc the experiment is only deferred. The 
*« firſt time the princeſs plays at the 


„ mall, I promiſe you to fix my eyes 


s upon her, though ſhe were even more 
« dangerous than you imagine her to 
6 be.“ : 


„ 


* following part of the day. On the 
© morrow; a herald proclaimed through 
© thecity,that Rezia would exerciſe her- 
# ſelf no more in the mall before the 
© people, and would no more preſent 
© herſelf to the cyes of men without a 
© yeil; that the ſultan her father had 
© taken this reſolution upon the moſt 
© humble remonſtrances of his viziers. 

The proclamation afflicted me as 
much as it pleaſed my governor, whole 
© joy broke out afreth. © Ah, my 
& prince!” ſaid he, my heart is now 


* I remained in this diſpoſition the 


FERSIAN TALES. 


at eaſe, finceI ſee you out of all day. 
« ger! Henceforward the princeſs will 
* be confined within the ſeraglio; ang 


her beauty ſhall no longer hurt man. 


* kind, I can never be too thankful to 
% Heaven Kuen, ſays I, 
* interrupting him, you are very much 
* miſtaken if you think that I w4l! lay 
„ aſide all hopes of gratifying my cu. 
* riolity. Although it be very difficult 


at preſent to get a ſight of Rezia, yet 


it may not be impoſſible.” 


DAR Cxxlv. 


* 


gens y, Tran over ſeveral ex- 
a 


pedients in my thoughts; and 


« pitched upon the following as the 


moſt probable to ſucceed. I took a 
© quantity of gold and jewels with me, 
© and went to find out the ſultan's 


© gardener: then putting into his hand 


© a purſe of ſequins, ** Here, father, 
ſaid I to him; - there are five hundred 
* ſequinsof gold in it. I beg of you to 
« accept of theſe, till I preſent you with 


* 


„ ſomething of a greater value.“ 


The gardener was a good old man, 


* who had a wife much about his own 


© age: he took the purſe with a (ſmile; 


© and replied to me, © Young man, 


% your preſent is very handſome; but 
* as, without doubt, you have not 
given it me for nothing, tell me what 
« ſeryice you expect from me? ] 
© -have a requeſt to make to you, an- 
« ſwers I; it is to let me into the gar- 
den of the ſeraglio, and to give me 
« an opportunity of once ſeeing the 
Princeſs Rezia, ſince ſhe is not to 
ſhew herſelf any more in the city. 
At theſe wards, the gardener gave 
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me back my purſe ſomewhat rudely. 


% Go, raſh youth!“ ſaid he; you are 
“ not aware of the conſequences of 
«© what you propoſe to me: beſides that, 
— ee. upon the princeſs, you run 
«© the hazard of growing mad, I mul 
ce tell you, that you expoſe your life 
«© and mine at the ſame time! If 1 
© ſhould make you put on women's 
ce cloaths, and ſuffer you to be under 
«« that diſguiſe in the gardens when 
© Rezia-Beghum-comes to walk there, 
have not I great reaſon to fear that 
% you will be diſcovered? The eu- 
“% nuchs who watch over the women 
© have piercing eyes; nothing eſcapes 
6 them, and they are very prone to 

5 « ſuſpicion; 


A 


51416 


te ſuſpicion: conſider, therefore, the 


« danger into which you would plunge 


« yourſelf, and draw me in after 
«i ou. 

© This diſcourſe did not diſcourage 
© me. © O my father!” rejoined I, 
« giving him ao e again, * refuſe 
© me not your aſſiſtance: I am a ſtran- 
« ger, who have here neither friends 
« nor relations. I have an extreme de- 
ce ſire to ſee the princeſs; and I can ex- 
« pet that ſatisfaftion from none but 
ce you: if you do not procure it for me, 
« T ſhall die of grief!“ The gardener's 
© wife could not hear me without com- 
« paſſion; and ſhe taking part with me, 
© we began to be very importunate with 
the huſband to yield to my entreaties. 
As he continued a while in a thought - 
* ful poſture, without making us any 
reply, I thought there were hopes of 

his complying: I preſented him with 


c 

© ſeveral diamonds, to determine the 
oy 
5 


ſcruples of his mind in my favour. 

This brought him to his ſpeech again. 
« My ſon,” ſaid he,“ theſe jewels were 
« not neceſſary to bring me over to 
«© your intereſt; ' when I firſt ſaw you, 
I conceived a kindneſs for you. I 
have reſolved with myſelf to ſerve 
« you; and I have juſt thought upon 
* an expedient to give you the ſatis- 
faction you deſire, without any dan- 
« ger to either of us.“ 

© I embraced the old man for the 
© plealing hopes he gave; and, impa- 
© tent to know what methods he pro- 
* poled, I entreated him to keep me no 
longer in ſuſpenſe. © You muſt put 
off, ſays he, © your habit, and be 
© dreſſed in a plainer manner; I intend 


Lay 


to make you pals for the gardener's 


boy: but as thoſe fair locks of yours 
** may offend the eunuchs, and awaken 
„their ſuſpicions, we will cover your 
head with a bladder, which muſt be 
ſo diſcoloured as to make it appear 


© offenfive to the ſight. This will have 


a good effect; for the more diſagree- 
able you ſeem, the leſs you will be 
** ſuſpeted. Perhaps,” continues he, 
you are a little averſe to ſuch a diſ- 
** guiſe; but I have none other that I 
dare propoſe to you; and you ſhould 
make no ſeruple of ſubmitting to it, 
if your deſign be, as you ſay, only 
* to ſee the daughter of the fultan. If 
your intention be to pleaſe her, then 
I confeſs you will do well. to appear 
m a more captivating dreſs.“ 
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DAY CXXV. 


5 1 Approved of the ſtratagem: I ſuf 
« fered myſelf to be transformed 
into the gardeder's boy. My hair was 
all put under a bladder; and T was fo 
diſguiſed, that any ladies of the moſt 
amorous complex1on might look up- 
on me without the leaſt concern. 
While the old man and his wife were 
buſy in compleating my dreſs, Huſ- 
ſeyn, tired with waiting for me hard 
by, and impatient to know what de- 
tained me ſo long with the gardener, 
came in to us: he caſt his eyes upon 
me; and, knowing me through all my 
diſguiſe, was aſtoniſhed to ſee me in 
that ſtrange condition. 
I I could not forbear laughing at his 
ſurprize; and my mirth excited his: 
the meannefs of my habit, and the 
oddneſs of the bladder upon my head, 
which made me look fo diſagreeable, 
furniſhed us both with a great deal 
of pleaſant raillery. The old garde- 
ner alone was ſerious upon the mat- 
ter; he ſeemed a little uneaſy, and 
aſked me if I was aſſured of the diſ- 
cretion of Huſſeyn: I paſſed my word 
for him; and, to ſet his mind entirely 
at eaſe, I told him that he was my 
brother. 

« IT am ſatisfied,” ſays the old man 
© then to me; and all is well: there is 
© nothing more now to be done but to 
« bring you into the gardens. Let your 
& brother go home: from time to time 
© he may come hither, and I will give 
e him nes of you.“ Upon this, Huſ- 
© ſeynretired; and, ſoon after, the gar- 
dener introduced me into the gardens 
with him: he put a ſpade into my 
hand; then, ſhewing me how to ma- 
nage it, he „ cp me my taſk. As 
I was at work, ſome eunuchs paſſed 
hard by me: they caſt their eyes upon 
me; and, ſeeing I made a forbidding 
figure, Right,” ſaid they; ** the 
« gardener does well to employ under 
« him ſuch creatures as this.“ Then 
they left me, and continued their walk, 
© very well ſatisfied with a perſon wha 
© gave them' no jealouly. : 
© Towards the cloſe of the day, my 
old maſter, imagining I muſt be very 
much fatigued, made me lay aſi le my 
work, and conducted me to the bor- 
der of a marble-baſon, which was 
ſupplied with the pureſt water. There 

A I found 
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I found a ſkin ſpread upon the graſs, 


other victuals: there was likewiſe a 
large pitcher full of wine, and a Jute 
of the faſhion of that country, We 
both of us fat down upon the ſkin, 


recourſe to the pitcher; and, when 
we had almoſt emptied it,the old man, 
growing gay, took up the Jute, and 
played upon it. 

5 Fon too well ſkilled in muſick to 
be pleaſed with his manner of play- 
ing: notwithſtanding which, I com- 
mended him againſt my judgment, 
and ſaid he acquitted himſelf to ad- 
miration. I could perceive he was 
vain of the commendations I gave 
© him; and, putting the lute into my 
© hands, Here, my ſon,” ſaid he, 
* now do you play a little in your turn; 
& Jet us ſee what you can do.” I did 
not give him the trouble to aſk me 
twice: to gratify him, I played one 
of the fineſt airs of Abdelmouman, 
and accompanied it with my voice, 
He paid me back the praiſes which I 
had beſtowed upon him; but I was 
not ſo much affected with them, though 


mn ‚ x, K 


more. 


DAY: exxul. 


8 1 Thought no one heard nor admir- 

© ed me beſides the old gardener; 
but I was miſtaken. The grand vi- 
zier, who happened then to be walk- 
ing in the gardens, drawn by my 
voice, and by the harmony cf the in- 
ſtrument, had made his approaches 
in ſilence towards us: he liſtened 


AQ 


that I had given over ſinging, he came 
up to us. 
reſpect. Stay, ſaid he tome; why 
« wouldſt thou avoid me?“ — © Oh, 


AQ R a % a 4 „ n 


I was perſuaded that I deſerved them 


I roſe up to go away out of 


and covered with meſſes of rice and 


and ate with an appetite: then we had 


*% 


for ſome time; and when he found 


„ my lord!” anſwers. I, I am not 


& worthy to appear before great prin- 
c ces like yourtelf.”'—** Stay, young 
« man, rejoins he; © and tell me who 
« you are.” | | | 
ne gardener, ſeeing I remained 
c ſpeechleſs, becauſe I knew not well 
£ what anſwer to make, undertook to 
reply for me. Sir,” ſaid he, © he 
« is my ſervant: he is very well {killed 
« ingardening; it is a happinets to me 
«© to have found ſuch a one. The 
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© vizier ordered me to fing again: ac- 
* cordingly, I ſung, and played upon 
* the lute, in a manner that highly de- 
© lighted him. No!” cries he, * not 
* all the muſicians of the ſultan toge- 
5 therareworth this young man! But,” 
© adds he, coming up to me, and look - 
© ing nearer upon me, © what is that J 
*6 ſee upon his head? It ſeems to me to 
© be a ſore." '—** Alas, Sir! it is fo,” 
© ſays the old gardener. *« I am ſorry 
for it,“ replies the miniſter. ** Were 
<«« it not for the offence it gives to the 
* fight, I ſhould have been glad to have 
«« raifed him out of his low condition; 
« would have taken him into my ſer- 
« vice to divert me, and have made his 
« fortune at once.“ 

* When the grand vizier had thus 
© ſpoken, heleft us; and on the morrow 
he ſaid to the ſultan, “ Sir, your ma- 
«« jeſty knows not that you have a trea- 
*« ſure in your gardens.” Then he re- 
5 lated what paſſed between us the pre- 


© ceding night. The ſultan, upon what 


© his vizier told him, grew defirous to 
© hear me. I will go this day,” ſays 
6 he, * into the gardens to ſee this young 
6 fellow: let my muſicians have orders 
1 e a concert for me there; 
“ and let a table be ſet out with all 
% kinds of refreſhments.” 

This order was no ſooner given out, 
* than the baſon where the old man and 
© I had ſupped together was bordercd 
© round with rich carpets. The proper 
6 officers planted their ſeveral buffets, 
© which were furniſhed with coſtly vaſes 
« full of exquiſite liquors; while others 
© ranged in order various ſervices of 
s meats and of fruits: every thing was 
© in readineſs when the ſultan came 
© thither, followed by his grand vizier, 

and a number of his courtiers. 

As ſoon as he was ſeated, and he 
© had ordered his company to.take thei! 
6 places, I preſented myſelf before him, 
© with my reins girt with white linen, 
© anda baſketof flowers in my hands. 

J laid the baſket down at his feet, 
© andretiredin the moſt reſpectful man- 
© ner, Tperceived that he took a parti- 
© cular notice of me, and fixed his eye 
© more eſpecially upon the bladder, 
* which gave my head ſo ill an aſpect. - 
He eaſily gueſſed that I was the perſon 
© of whom the vizier ſpoke. © Away, 
c away, thou loathſome wretch! ſays 
© the ſultan to me: what brings thee 
& hither?” My old mater, who pai 
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by, undertook again to reply for me: 
he ſaid that I was his ſervant; and 
that I was very knowing in the buſi- 
neſs of gardening. This he poke 
with as much aſſurance as if he had 
been perſuaded of the truth of what 


he ſaid. 


D AY CXXVII. 


HE ſultan kept his eye ſtill 
upon me. Is it true,“ ſays 
he to the gardener, “ that your boy 
plays well upon the Jute, and fings 
agreeably?”'—* Yes, Sir,“ anſwers 
the old man; „ his voice is more ex- 
quiſite than you would imagine. 
Were you to hear him ſing, you would 
forget the diſagrecableneſs of his per- 
ſon.—“ I ſhould be glad to hear 
him,” replies the monarch; * let us 
have a trial of his ſkill.“ 
© There were ſeveral buffoons pre- 
ſent; one of which, ſuppoſing the ſul. 
tan ſpoke only in derifion, and that I 
was a proper perſon to make a jeſt of 
to the court, came and took me by the 
arm, as if he would force me to dance 
with him. He made no doubt but I 
ſhould acquit myſelf fo aukwardly, 
that it would heighten the deſpicable 
figure I made; and that he ſhould 
have the honour of diverting the whole 
aſſembly with a very ons ſcene: 
but his vain hopes turned to his con- 
futon; for I ſeized him with a ſtrong 
graſp, and ſhook him fo e that 
the laughter roſe on my ſide; after 


which, I let him fee that I danced with 


a better grace than he expected. The 
ſultan, the grand vizier, and all the 
ſpectators, heaped praiſes upon me. 

* The mean opinion which at firſt 
was conceived of me, contributed, 
without doubt, in a great meaſure, to 
the admiration which followed: it 
was a ſurprize upon them to ſee one 
dance ſo well whom they looked upon 
as a wretch of no conſideration. Be 
that as it will, T was preſented with 
caſtanets: I made ute of them, and 
marked the movements and cadences 
lo juſtly as I danced, that, in the judg- 
ment of every one, I paſſed for the 
compleateſt dancer that had been ſeen 
in the court of Carizme. 

* After I had danced a conſiderable 
time, I took the gardener's lutez and 


E lent; 
pleaſed the whole company in as great 
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a degree as I had pleaſed the vizierthe 


' foregoing day. I could perceive in the 


looks of this miniſter a ſecret ſatis- 
faction ariſe, which inereaſed in pro- 


portion to that which he ſaw appear in 
the countenance of his maſter. After- 


wards, they brought me a harp, aviol, 


and a flute; upon which three inftru- 
ments I played ſo well, that the ſul- 
tan was raviſhed, 


© He called out immediately for a 


purſe of a thouſand ſequins of gold, 
and ordered it to be laid before mer 
I opened the purſe; and, taking out 
the gold, diſtributed it among the 
muſicians. 
aſtoniſhed at my behaviour. This 


The whole court was 


* young man,” ſaid they, ** has a great 
& ſoul, and ſtrives to imitate kings! 
«© What pity it is that he is blemiſhed 
“ with an ugly diſeaſe!” The ſultan, 
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who was no leſs ſurprized than his 
courtiers, demanded of me why I did 
not keep the pieces of gold. 
anſwer, that I had no need of riches, 
ſince I had the honour to belong to 
his majeſty, and to ſerve in his gar- 
dens. 
anſwer; and I was applauded by the 
whole aſſembly. 


I made 


He ſeemed pleaſed with my 


This done, he gave orders to have 


the proviſions ſet before him: then he 
ſat down with his nobles to the enter» 
tainment which was prepared, While 
they continued at table, the concert 
of muſick played; but, notwithſtand- 
ing that the compoſition ws excel 
lent, and the voices very good, the 
ſuitan, prepoſſeſſed in favour of me, 
gave little attention to them.” 


DAY CXXVIII. 


8 ſoon as the concert was ended, 
the court withdrew: the car= 


pets were immediately taken away, 
and the two tents, with the buffets, 
diſappeared. 
tired by degrees, and I found myſe f 
quite alone with the od gerdene 3 
who ſaid to me, ** Though the pr 


All the attendants re 


ſents you gave me had not be uf 
ficient to render you ſuſpected by ne 
for a perſon of no mean c -nditio”, FE 
ſhould ſoon have been undeceived ty 
the uſe you made of the ſ:qu ns 


- which the ſultan gave you. Men of 


low birth are incapable of acting in 
ſo generous a manner.“ : 
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< Notwithſtanding the old man fur- 
niſhed me with a very favourable op- 

rtunity of diſcovering to him who 

was, I did not think it proper to 

entruſt him with the ſecret, (thought 
it ſufficient to tell him only, that I 
was indeed of a very good family; 
then changing the diſcourſe, I re- 
minded him of my great impatience 
to ſee the Princeſs of Carizme. 1 
% am ſurprized,”” ſays he, that you 
© have not yet ſeen her. A dayſeldom 
8“ paſſes in which ſhe does not walk in 
6 this garden with her women. But, 
% alas! adds he with a concern in his 
“ looks, you will ſee her but too ſoon; 
c and I fear I ſhall have reaſon to re- 
8 of my complaiſance to you.“ 
F The good old man, inſtead of alarm- 
ing me by theſe words, did but in- 
flame my deſires. 

* On the morrow, which was the 
£ third day, after I had been ſome time 
cat work, I fat down to repoſe myſelf 
under a roſe-buſh; where, muſing, I 
played upon the Jute; when, on a ſud: 
den, there appeared before me a lady 
£ veiled, who ſaid tome, © Young man, 
away with that inſtrument, and riſe! 
& Go, and gather ſome flowers to pre- 
ſent the fultan's daughter: ſhe is 
% come into the garden, How comes 
it that this is not already done? Muſt 
you have ſome one come to put you 
in mind of your duty? What are you 
« for a gardener's boy? I bowed my 
head immediately, and replied to the 
lady, that I knew not that the prin- 
f ceſs was in the garden; and, more- 
over, had I been aware of it, I ſhould 
© have been yery careful of offending 
© her fight with a figure like mine. 

The lady burſt out into laughter at 
© my diſcourſe: ** What, then, ſays 
{ the, ©* becauſe your head is a little 
« amiſs, you do not dare to ſhew your- 
& ſelf? Come, come! I will not ſuffer 
$ your baſhfulneſs to prevail too far; I 
© will have you go along with me now 
to theprinceſs: ſheknows, as well as 
7 all her flaves do, how you are affe&t- 
«© ed. T hey are all informed before- 
% hand of your diſtemper; and, far from 
« being ſhocked, they will be pleaſed 
& to ſee you, They have heard ſo much 
% in your praiſe, that they long to 
& know you, Run, then, quickly for 
* a baſket; and be aſſured that Rezia, 
** whoſe governeſs I am, will receive 
e you yery graciouſly, ? 
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© As I defired nothing more than 
what ſhe propoſed to we, I ſpeeded 
away to the gardener; I took a baſket, 
and returned in haſte to fill it with 
flowers: then following the governeſs, 
ſhe led me under a dome, which roſe 
in the middle of the garden. I tied 
round my waſte, as the day before, 
a clean e ſaſh, and carried the 
© baſketin my hands. . 

The princeſs was in a great hall, 
© ſeated upon a throne of gold, and ſur- 
© rounded with twenty or thirty ſlaves, 
© all young, and who ſeemed to vie 
© with each other in beauty. One 
© would beapt to imagine that they had 
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been expreſsly choſen, to compoſe a 


court worthy of Rezia. The beau- 
© ties which are ſet apart for the hap- 
© pineſs of the faithful muſſulmen in 
© another life, cannot be more exqui- 
© fite. The princeſs, above all, was 
© ſo glorious in charms, that I remain- 
© ed motionleſs in the middle of the 
© hall, with my eyes fixed vpon her, 
© and quite loſt in amazement,” 


DAY CXXIX. 
MAV diſorder and my aſtonifh. 


* ment, the cauſe of which was 
© but too viſible to them all, occaſioned 
© an uninterrupted laughtef for a con- 
© fiderable time. All the flaves di- 
© verted themſelves with the ftrong 
© ſymptoms of amazement that appear- 
© ed through my whole countenance; 
© and took it for granted, that the beau- 
© ty of their miſtreſs had already taken 
© away my ſenſes. They had very good 
© reaſon to think ſo; for I looked like 


one ſo confounded, fo thunder-ftruck, 
© and ſo much tranſported beyond my- 


« ſelf, that I might eaſily be ſuſpected 
for a perſon utterly loſt to reaſon; 
© and, indeed, I found myſelf in a fitua- 
© tion of mind not far from abſolute 
© diftraftion, | 

% Why do you not go forward, then?” 
* ſays the es to me. © You 
„ ſtand fixed as if you were become a 
«© ſtatue. Advance, and preſent your 
« flowers to the princeſs.” At theſe 


« words I began alittle to recover from 
© my ſurprize. I approached the throne; 
© and when I had ſet down my baſket 
© upon the loweſt ſtep, I proftrated my- 
c ſelf, and remained with my face to 
to mk, 
66 Ric, 


the carth, till Rezia ſaid 


n 
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«« Riſe, young man; let us have the plea- 
« ſure to ſee thee.” 1 obeyed; when 
« all her women perceiving my naked 
« head, or rather my cap, though they 
had before been told of it, gave a 
« ſhriek,conteary tothe aſſurances which 
I received from the governeſs. After 
6 hr 7 broke out again into laugh- 
ter. 

When they had ſufficiently divert- 
ed themſelves at my expence, the 
princeſs ordered a lute ſnould be put 
into my hands, and commanded me 
to accompany it with my voice; ſay- 
ing, © Thou didſt charm the ſultan 
© my father yeſterday, I cannot be- 
4% ljeve thou knoweſt how to ſing and 
« play upon the lute to ſuch perfection 
te as he would perſuade me. I imme- 
« diately put the inſtrument in tune, 
© and ſung in the Uzzal meaſure theſe 
© Perſian verſes: ** My doom is fixed; 
« my death is inevitable, ſince my eyes 
« hawe beheld your heavenly charms: 1 
©« die of grief if you reject my paſſion; and 
« my joy kills me, if you ſay you love.” 

Although it was no difficult mat- 
ter to gueſs at my application of theſe 
verſes, and that conſequently this 
might give them a freſh occaſion to 
divert themſelves with me, they ſpared 
me however for the preſent. Inſtead 
of launching out into laughter and 
raillery, they laviſhed praiſes on me. 
It is true, the princeſs was the firſt to 
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ſuſpe& the fincerity of the compli- 
ments of her court. Be that as it 
will, a ſlave took the lute from me, 
to put into my hands a tabor. After- 
wards, the fore, the harp, and the 
viol, were brought me, one after the 
other, I had the good fortune to play 
upomthem, ſo as to draw freſh com- 
pliments upon myſelf. 

We have not yet done with you, 
friend!“ ſays the daughter of the 
* ſultan then to me: I have heard 
** likewiſe that you dance in perfection. 
+ I would fain ſee how you acquit 
*« yourſelf.” Icalled for caſtanets; and 


I performed the ſame dances as the 


* day before, with very good ſucceſs. 
All the ſlaves renewed their commen- 
* dations of me. Ah," ſays one, 
* how well he dances! and with what 
* 2 grace!” - What a moving voice 
« he has! ſays another. Without 


90 wat unhappy diſtemper, he might 
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„ ſeen Rezia. 


commend me, which made mea little. 
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ce be taken in for one of the chief mu- 
„% einm = 

While they were buſied in ſaying a 
thouſand obliging things of me, Re- 
zia was employed in looking earneſtly 
upon me, without ſpeaking a word, 
Then breaking ſilence on a ſudden, 
and coming down from her throne to 
return to the palace; © It is pity,*” 
cries ſhe, © it is great pity, that he is 
«© diſeaſed!” As ſoon as ſhe had pro- 
© nounced theſe words, her women, as 
© if the had ſignified they ſhould re- 
« peat them as they retired, they made 
© the hall reſound again; ſaying, “It 
eis great pity that he is diſcaſed!*? 
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] Did not ſtay long in the hall after 


© they were gone, I went directly 


to the gardener's houſe, where I found 


after me, © Well, my friends,“ 
ſaid I upon my coming in, *I have 
They both of them 
© turned pale as I ſpoke, and looked 
© upon me with trembling. They were 
© apprehenſive they ſhould diſcover in 
© my looks maniteſt tokens to juſtify 
© their fears. I perceived it, and faid, 
6c I ſee very well why ye look fo ear- 
« neſtly upon me. Baniſh you fear; 
«© I am not diſtracted. But if all men 
6 are to be ſhut up who fall in love 
e with the princeſs, I confeſs to you, 
« that I richly deſerve a place in one 
© of the towers. 
At the ſame time, I related to them 
all that happened under the dome in 
the garden. Then I added, that I 
was deſirous to continue ſtill in the 
gardens, under the ſame diſguiſe; and 
to uſe my endeavours to pleaſe Rezia. 
My governor and the old man, upon 
this, repreſented to me every thing 
which they thonght might perſuade 
me to alter my reſolution: but I for- 
bid the one to oppoſe my will any 
farther; and I engaged the other by 
new preſents to let me {till paſs for 
the gardener's boy. 
© The following day, in the after. 
noon, I found myſelf inclined to 
reſt. I went and fat down upon the 
margin of a canal, whoſe banks 
were green, and planted with ſpread- 
ing trees, which covered the water 
| with 


c 
my governor, who came to -enquire 
* 
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with their ſhade. I knew that the 
princeſs came ſometimes to bathe in 

this place. This was ſufficient to ſet 
the whole imagination of a lover at 
work. I amuſed myſelf with a thou- 
fand agreeable fancies, which natu- 
rally ariſe in the mind of a man 
deeply enamoured. But I did not long 
continue in theſe pleaſing dreams. 
As my eyes were fixed upon the wa- 
ter, I ſaw the reſemblance of myſelf, 
which gave me very arte eg re- 
flections. Far from being pleated 
with my own figure, I ſighed to fee 

© I was reduced to the neceſſity of ap- 

« pearing ſo unlike myſelf. 

«© Oh, Heavens!” thinks I, © how 
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5 unaccountable is my deſtiny, that I 


* ſhould be obliged to appear before 
& the princeſs, whom I love, in ſo odd 
«© à diſguiſe! What can I propoſe by 
$ it? Can I hope to inſpire her with 
« the leaſt ſenſe of tenderneſs, under 
6% this diſagreeable form? How extra- 
be yagant are my proceedings! Alas!“ 
adds I, taking off the bladder which 
covered my head, © if I durſt ven- 
& ture to ſhew myſelf without a diſ- 
„ guiſe, if my figure ſhould not prove 
& ſo lovely as to pleaſe Rezia, at leaſt 
£ I ſhould not ſeem frightful in her 
„ eyes. 

After I had lamented my condi- 
© tion, and the neceſlity of continuing ſo 
£ odioully concealed, I put on the blad- 
© der again, My hands were yet em 
ployed in adjuſting it, when a lady 
1 * 
came up to me. She lificd up her 
veil, and I foon diſcerned ſhe was the 
governeſs of the princeſs. © You 
© deteſtable wretch,”” ſays ſhe to me, 
66 J have been ſecking for you, to let 
& you know that you are more happy 
* than a better man would be. My 
& miſtreſs, who has taken a liking to 
4e you, notwithſtanding your ugly cap, 

bs a mind you ſhould this night be 
& introduced into her apartment. She 
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F dance once more. Be in this very 
, place when it is night; and do not 
fail to be punctual. This ſaid, 
E ſhe went off from me, without itaying 
* for my anſwer, and left me very much 
E tranſported with her meſſage. 

The governeſs had little need to 
© charge me to be punctual. I ran to 
© find out the old gardener; not ſo 
$ much to communicate my good for- 
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tune to him, as to precaution him not 


* to be in any pain about me, if I did 
not come home to him that night 
This done, I returned, and laid my- 
5 ſelf down upon the graſs in the place 
© where the appointment was made. I 
© felt all the e ſtings of impa- 
* tience till the happy moment arrived 
* which Jexpected. An eunuch came 
© up to me, and bid me follow him, He 
* carried me into the ſeraglio by a pri- 
vate door, to which he had a key, and 
© he led me forwaid into the apartment 
+ of Rezia,' 


;. 
c 1 Hs princeſs lay upon a ſofa; 


© and all her women fat before 
© her upon the floor- carpet, telling ſto. 
* ries to divert her. As ſoon as they 
© {ſaw me, they roſe up, and cried out, 
“See, fee, the gardener's boy, who 
„ will make us merry!“ 
“ Young man, ſays the daughter 
of the ſultan to me, you entertained 


% me ſo well yeſterday, that I have 


5 deſired to ſee you again.“ Upon this, 
ſhe ordered a lute to be brought, and 
commanded me to play upom it: I 
obeyed; and at the fame time ſung 
fuch words ,as my love inſpired me 
with, which glowed within my hreaſt 
at the ſight of the princeſs. Briefly, 
they gave me the ſame inſtruments 
© upon which I had played the fore- 
going day in the great hall; and Jac- 
* quitied myſelf fo as to be applauded 
© more than ever, 

After this, I was to dance, I had 
© a mind to ſhew how much TI excelled 
© in that exerciſe, above all things. I 
per formed ſeveral dances; but as Iwas 
in the midſt of a dance which requir- 
c 
c 
c 
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ed great activity, my bladder, which 
I had not tied very faſt, came looſe, 
and fel] upon the floor. 

Then the ſlaves diſcovering the de- 
ceit, ſhricked aloud; and Rezia ſeem- 
ed highly provoked. Her anger flaſhed 
in her eyes, and broke out with ve- 
hemence in her words—** Oh, raſh 
« and deſperate! ſaid ſhe to me, I 
© took theefora man of noconſequence, 
© Never hope the diverſion thou halt 
ec given will incline me to excule thy 
% boldneſs.” 


© dered her cunuchs to be called. A 
: 5 whole 
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At theſe words ſhe or- 
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e whole troop of them ruſhed in upon 
© me: they hurried me out of the apart- 
«© ment of the princels, and ſhut me up 
« in a cloſet till the morning ; when 
they informed the ſultan of the ad- 
venture. : 

« Ah, thou wretch!“ ſays the prince 
© to me, when they brought me before 
© him; © for what reaſon didſt thou 
« transform thyſelf into a gardener's 
« boy? What could be thy intention ? 
« Without doubt thou hadſt formed a 
© ro(olution to diſhonour my ſeraglio: 
but, thanks be to Heaven! thy trea- 
«« {onable purpoſe is diſcovered, and thy 
« puniſhment is unavoidable. It is my 
« will, that thou be taken this inſtant 
« and led through the city in a ſhame- 
« ful manner; that a herald do march 
«© before thee, to publiſh thy crime; 
« and, in the end, that thou be torn 
« limb from limb! I aſk not of thee 
« who thou art; for thy birth would 
« ſtand thee in no ſtead: wert thou the 
&« ſon of a king, thou ſhouldſt die for 
© thy audaciouſneſs in attempting to 
« deceive me, 

Neither is- this all,”* continues he: 


** 


© my anger requires one victim more. 


« Let my gardener undergo the {ame 
© ſentence. 
*© muſt be the accomplice of this rath 
* young fellow. ITcendeavoured to 
© excule the old gardener, by proteſt - 


ing that he knew nothing of my diſ- 


8 

* guife; but I was not credited: and 
© now we were both going to be deli- 
© vered to the executioners, when the 
grand vizier came, and ſaid to the 
king“ Sir, I have this inſtant re- 
c 


* 


The King of Gazna, provoked at the 
© refuſal of the princeſs your daughter 
© to him, whom he demanded ten 
months ago by his ambaffador, has 
« entered into a league againſt you with 


44 


© the King of Candahar. Theſe two 


« princes have united their whole 
& forces, and they come to lay your 
country waſte, They have already 
e paſied the Oxus, and they now lie be- 
tween Samarcande and Bocara.”” 

* The heart of the ſultan was alarm - 
ed with the tidings. © Schams Mu- 
© louk,” ſaid he to his vizier, © what 
© 1s to be done in this conjuncture ?”? 
* Sir,” anſwers the miniſter, my 


| " opinion 1s, that, without any loſs of 
time, all your ſtanding troops ſhonid 


©& be called together; that they ſhould 


I make no doubt but he 


ceived ſome very unwelcome news. 
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march towards the Sogd, under the 


* command of a general who knows 
© how to amuſe the enemy, till ſuch 
„time as he ſhall receive a ſufficient 
6 reinforcement to put him in a condi- 
tion to act offenſively, In the mean 
© time,” adds he, “ let us endeavour to 
make Heaven propitious to our cauſe, 
by imploring ſuccour from above. 
Let the moſques be ſet open day 
© and night, and let prayers be offered 


without ceaſing. Let orders be iſſued 


« gut to the inhabitants of Carizme to 
„ faſt a number of days. Let alms 
«© likewiſe be diſtributed every where, 
and ſet all the priſoners at liberty, let 
<< their treſpaſſes be ever ſo great, EF 
© hope by thele good actions that we 
ſhall be able to draw a bleſſing from 
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| *© Heaven upon our undertakings," 


DAY CXXXII. 


X HE counſel given by Schams 

© Mulouk ſaved my life, as well 
© as the old gardener's. © Vizier,”” 
« ſays the ſultan, “ your advice ſeems 
very reaſonable to me, and I ſhall fol- 
% lowit. Give ſpeedy orders for my 
„ troops to be in readineſs to march, 
© and go yourſelf to command them. 
„I will make newlevies; and ina few 
% days you thatl be in a condition to 
© repel the enemy. In the mean time, 
© the moſques ſhall be crouded by the 
„faithful, the poor mall receive alms, 
« and the priſoners ſhall no longer feel 
be their chains. I likewiſe grant my 
© pardon to theſe two guilty perſons, 
c whom I have juſt now condemned 
© I reeal their ſentence.“ 

Thus did Jeſcape from an ignomi- 
© nious death. As ſoon as 1 was got 
clear of the palace, I returned to my 
inn, where | found my governor, wha 
had given me over for laſt. He was 
* newly come back from the gardenet's, 
* who had informed him of my misfor- 
tune: therefore he was very much 
* ſurprized to ſee me. I related to him 
* the things which had befallen me; 
and as I appeared ſtill very deſuous to 
continue at Carizme, and to thinkof 
© new expedients to gain admittance 
into the ſeraglio, notwithſtanding the 
little iucceſs of my adventure, he 
© threw himſelf at my feet, and ſaid to 
* me, with tears in his eyes, „Oh, 
* my deareſt prince! tempt not too far 
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ic the mercy of Heaven. Since it has 
© pleaſed Providence to diſengage you 
© from ſo imminent a danger, into 
** which your love had plunged you, 
4, expoſe not yourſelf a ſecond time to 
* aer ſo miſerably. Alas! if the 

ing your father ſhould come to 
„ know what has paſſed, I tremble to 
« think how much he would be diſ- 
t pleaſed with your imprudence. Let 
«© me once prevail; forget the Princeſs 
of Carizme: neither does ſhe deſerve 


£ that you ſhould think any more of 


c her; ſhe uſed her endeavours to take 
* away your life. Let a juſt reſent- 
* ment take place of love; let reaſon 
4 guide your paſſiuvn; and let my af- 


4 fection, and my tears, have ſome in- 
* fluence over you: let us fly from this 


& fatal city. Think of the extreme 
* old age of the King of Aſtracan: 
« who knows but he is at this inſtant 
« preparing to go down into the grave? 
Lou alone can make his death ſup- 


«© portable to his people, who even 


% worſhip you, and think every mo- 
«© ment of your abſence tedious. Is 
© this the return, then, you will make 
* to their impatient longings to ſee 
6 you again?“ 

My governor melted down my re- 
ſolutions into tenderneſs by theſe and 
£ ſuch like diſcourſes. 4 Huffeyn,”” 
© faid I to him, © it is ſufficient: you 
« ſhall no more reproach my weakneſs; 
« I yield to your perſuaſions; let us 
4 be gone.—Adieu, Rezia! too crue] 
* princeſs, adieu! May the r:gour of 
£ your heart, and the ſucceſſion of 
« days and years, wear you out from 
<< my remembrance!*? 

« As I ended theſe words, the old 
© pardener entered the inn, He came 
© to look for me, to let me know that 
he was turned out from the gardens 
* of the ſeraglio. Since it is ſo,” 
© faid I, „and fince it is for my ſake 
* that you have loſt your employment, 
« it is but reafonable that I ſhould 
© make you ſome amends. Go along 
« with me into my country: I will 
« there put you into a poſt that ſhall be 
& full as conſiderable as that which you 
ac enjoyed here.“ I return you my 
« thanks, Sir, replies he: I was 
“ born in . ac? and there in- 
4c tend to die. I will retire into the 
44 village where I firſt drew vital air: 


« there will I live in tranquillity, 
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© on what I have gained by my em- 
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% ployment, and on the preſents 
& which I have received from you.” 
To render life yet more eaſy to him, 
© I gave him more gold and jewels; 
© and he took his leave of me fully (a. 
© tisfed. 

I departed that very day from Ca- 
rizme: I took the road to Otrar with 
my governor; and there rejoined all 
my retinue, who began to grow very 
impatient, although I had not em- 
ployed much time in this journey 
from them. When I declared, upon 
my arrival, that I would inſtantly 
return to Circaſſia, my followers, 
eager to ſee their wives and their chil. 
dren, were tranſported with my de- 
ſign. Accordingly, I did not ſtay 
'{ix days at Otrar: I ſet out then, and 
proceeded on by ſlow journies to- 
wards Aſtracan; when I met a cou. 
rier, ſent by my father, to inform me 
that he was fallen ill—that he was 


to live—and that I muſt make haſte, 
if I deſired to embrace him before his 
death. 

VU pon this news, which very much 
afflicted me, I purſued my journey 
with the utmoſt ſpeed: but, alas! my 
diligence proved almoſt ineffectual. I 
came to court juſt time enough to be 
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: 1 to a ſpectacle that thrilled my 
: 


eart with ſorrow. I found my fa- 
ther juſt expiring: I preſented myſelf 
© before him approached his bed— 
© I took him by the hand, and bathed 


« it with my tears. At laſt, overcome 


© by the tender ſentiments of nature, 
«© Oh, my father!“ cried I; © are my 
« hopes, then, come to this—to find 
% you in ſuch a condition? Can I be- 
6 hold you thus, and not die with 
« grief? At theſe words, which moved 
him powerfully, he caſt a look full of 
trouble upon me; and, knowing me 
not ſo much by his eyes as by what 
I ſpoke, he recollected his ſmall re- 
mains of ſtrength to ſtretch out his 
arms towards me, and to ſpeak to 
me. Oh, my fon!” ſaid he; „and 
% are you returned? I have nothing 
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„ farther now toaſk of Heaven: I die 


cc content. Adieu!*”” His breath de- 
© parted with theſe words, as if the 
© angel of Death had expected only my 
© preſence to put an end to the life of 
© the king, and was willing to give this 
| good 


_—_ ſenſible he had but a little time 
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good prince the conſolation of ſpeak- 
ing to me his laſt fare wel. | 


DAY CXXXIII. 
. . N I had performed all the 


| funeral honours due to my 
deceaſed father, I aſcended his throne, 
and applied myſelf to govern my do- 
minions in ſuch a manner as might 
anſwer the good opinion which my 
people had conceived of me. I had 
the good fortune therein to ſucceed, 
and to enjoy the greateſt happineſs 
that can befal kings. IT was, and ſtill 
continue to be, the idol of my ſub- 
jects. As J have no other view but 
their welfare and proſperity, they 
likewiſe make it their ſtudy to pleaſe 
me, and to diſtinguiſh every day of 
my reign by ſome new holiday. By 
theſe means my court 1s become the 
ſeat of joy; there are perpetual re- 
joicings celebrated there, as likewiſe 
throughout the whole city: there 1s 


pear to be ſo happy, and who in ef- 
feR are ſo. Their good fortune is an 
inward ſatisfa&tion to me; and, for 
fear of clouding the ſun-ſhine of 
their happineſs, I uſe the utmoſt care 
to conceal from them the grief that 
preys in ſecret upon my ſpirits. Iam 
perſuaded, if they knew that, inſtead 
of being in reality what I appear to 
them, I am in my own breaſt never 
free from the ſharpeſt pangs of diſ- 
content, that the joy which now 
reigns in Aſtracan would ſgon be 
aa with ſorrow of the deepeſt 
ye. | 
© In alittle time after my coming to 
the crown of Circaſſia, I perceived 
that I had not yet forgotten Rezia. 
The death of the king my father, and 
the mourning which I owed to his 
memory, together with the applica- 
tion which the publick affairs re- 
* quired of me, did, indeed, ſuſpend 
the power of my love: but, far from 
* being diminiſhed, it ſeemed to me to 
© haverenewed it's force. I laid my- 
* ſelf open to Huſſeyn; who ſaid to me, 
„Sir, now that you have a crown to 
** offer, together with your love, my 
opinion is, that you ſhould ſend an 
* ambaſſador to demand the Princeſs of 
Carizme: and, to make the ſultan 
yet more ready to comply, - promiſe 


„„ mn a > K a M „ K > a a K a =» + a +a „ =» a aA K M aa ++ K „ «„ „ «„ _oe 


M «aA a 2a = «a 


not a people upon the earth who ap- 


ce him your aſſiſtance againſt his ene- 
e mes." 
This advice pleafed me; and I ſent 


* Huſſeyn himſelf to the court of Ca- 


«© rizme, with a pompous equipage, and 
© magnificent preſents to the ſultan, ta 
© whom I wrote in theſe terms. 


6s G8 grant length of days to the 
„ Sultan of Carizme, the em- 
6 peror of the ſons of Adam, the con- 
* queror'of the world, and the proſpe- 
© rous prince, to whoſe foot Heaven 
«© has given ſtrength to mount, with vi- 
© gour, to the higheſt degrees of power 
« and of greatneſs! May his proſpe- 
6“ rity be everlaſting, and his happi- 
cc neſs never troubled by the ſtorms of 
„„ | 
„We give you to underſtand, that 
% we defire your alliance, if it ſhall 
« ſeem good in your eyes to accord to 
“ us the Princeſs Rezia, your davgh- 
© ter, to be our lawful wife: and, al- 
though you ſtand in need of none 
« other beſide your own victorious 
* troops, to humble your enemies, we 
© offer unto you the powers of the 
& Circaſſians, and of theirallies, Fare- 
« wel,” 


A 


Lal 


I need not tell you that I expected 
© the return of my ambaſſador with 
great impatience. Briefly, after I 
© had along time ſuffered the torments 
© of a lover who could brook no de- 
© lays, Huſſeyn at laſt arrived; and re- 
© ported to me, that the Sultan of Ca- 
« rizme had given him a very kind re- 
© ception, but that J muſt renounce all 
© hopes of poſſeſſing Rezia. And 


„ why,” ſays I to him, © muſt I re- 


© nounce thoſe hopes?“ Sir,“ an- 
« ſwers Huſſeyn, it is becauſe ſhe is 
6“ promiſed to the King of Gazna, 
«« 'Thisprince has often beat the troops 
« of the ſultan; who, to preſerve his 
% dominions, has been obliged to ſue 
for peace to his enemy, by promiſing 
«© him the princeſs. As the King of 
&© Gazna made war with no other de- 
“ ſign but to compel the ſultan to 
grant him his daughter, theſe two 
6 princes ſoon came to an agreement x 
& ſo that Rezia was to be ſent to her 
“ huſband two days after my depar- 
ture from Carizme,” 
© This news, in a manner, ſubverted 
© my reaſon: I complained of my deſ- 
tiny in terms which made Huſſeyn 
B b © fear 
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fear that I ſhould grow diſtracted. I 
© was not contented only to afflièt my- 
« ſelf; I even fell deſperately ill; and I 
© do not comprehend how I have been 
© able to recover from my indiſpoſition, 


for my mind ftill remains in a ſitua- 


© tion too uneaſy to contribute to my 
© cure, | 


But though my health returned; 


© my quiet never came again: I was 

© perpetually taken up with thoughts of 
e P 3 

* the Princeſs of Carizme; I imagined 


I ſaw her in the arms of her happy 
© lord; and this cruel reflection = 
e 


© me continual torments. Huſſeyn, 
© thinking that a new beauty might 
© ſupply the place of Rezia in my 
5 heart, ſearched out the moſt beautiful 


© ſlaves from all parts: he filled my ſe- 


© raglio with them. Superfluous care! 
In vain did his zeal to ſerve me aſ- 
 ſemble a thouſand objects full of 
© charms; nothing could diſengage me 


from Rezia-Beghum.“ 


DAV cxxxiv. 


0 HILE Huſſeyn unprofitably 
© turned the eyes of the moſt 


© lovely women of Aſia upon me, my 


© grand vizier came one day to acquaint 
© me, that of late there were to be ſeen 
© yery magnificent baths before the 


© gates of Aſtracan. The waters, 


© ſays he, © are very pure and clear. 
4 There you may ſee pillars of the 
a fineſt marble, and the moſt magnifi- 
« cent baſons imaginable. The whole 


s city runs out in crowds to admire 


« the baſons; and every one is the 
«© more ſurprized, becauſe no man can 
& ſay he ſaw them built. Such as they 
« are, they were diſcovered at once; 
« and this 1s all the account that can be 
& given of them.” 

« I was very much ſurprized with 
© what I heard, and had the curioſity 
© to go mylelf, and be an eye-witneſs 


of what to me ſeemed a prodigy. I 
« went therefore, with my grand vi- 


s zier, to the baths, ſo privately as not 
© to be known; and my ſurprize was 
c ſtill greater, when I had conſidered 
© the ſtructure and the magnificence of 
© them. Beſides the neatneſs and the 
great order in which every thing ap- 
«© peared, I obſerved that the boys, 
« whoſe buſineſs it was to ſerve there, 
and give attendance, were all of them 


R MK a M «a 


AA K „ 5 „ M oa M 6 tn 


TALES. 


very handſome, and well-proportion. 


9 


nary, there was ſo great a reſemblance 
between them, that it was not poſſi- 
ble to diſtinguiſh the one from the 
other, 

The maſter of the baths, who wag 
about fifty years old, and a man of a 
gracctul aſpect, took care to ſee every 
one well attended. After bathing, 
they preſented the moſt exquilite li- 
gon to drink; and noone went away 

iſſatisfied. When I returned to my 
palace, I diſcourſed with my cour- 
tiers about theſe baths, which they 
had already ſeen. I afked them what 
her thought of them; and, not ſa- 
tisfied with their anſwers, I reſolved 
to ſend for the man who cauſed them 
to be built, and to have ſome confe- 
rence with him. I laid my com- 
mands upon Huſſeyn to go to him 
from me, and to engage him, in the 
moſt obliging terms he could think 
of, to come along with him to me, 
Huſſeyn acquitted himſelf very dex- 
terouſly of his commiſſion: in a 
little time, I ſaw him return with the 
maſter of the baths, who immediately 
threw himſelf at my feet. I raiſed 
him up with my own hands, and re- 
ceived him after the moſt endearing 
manner. 

This man, pleaſed with the great 
civilities I ſhewed him, began to ex- 
alt my praiſes; and expreſſed himſelf 
with ſo much eloquence, that he 
raiſed the admiration of all my cour- 
tiers, as well as mine. His diſcourſe 
© was ſo very agreeable, and I was fo 
* delighted with it, that T quite forgot 
the ſubjec̃t upon which I ſent for him. 
At laſt, however, I recollected my- 
« ſelf, and ſaid to him, Great philo- 
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6% ſopher, (for it-is not difficult to 


5 Judge that you muſt be one of the 
«© moſt profound) I have a requeſt to 
«© make to you. Speak, I intreat you, 


% ſincerely, and hide nothing from 


% me. How is it you have been able 
e to build ſuch ſtately baths ? How is 
ce it poſſible that you ſhould raiſe ſo 
te beautiful a ſtructure before the gates 
« of Aſtracan, and no man's eye be 
6 witneſs of it?”” 

« Sir,” replies he, I have in my 
& ſervice forty workmen, each of them 
6 ſo great maſters in their art, that it is 
© hard to ſay which is preferable to the 
other: by their aſſiſtance, I my Ty 
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& leſs than a day, raiſe baths ſurpaſſing 
« theſe. All theſe workmen are dumb; 
« but they underſtand whatever is ſaid 
© to them. It is not neceſſary even fo 
© much as to ſpeak your commands to 
« them; they will comprehend your 
«© meaning from the ſmalleſt geſture 
„you can make. If you do but look 
© upon them, they will read your in- 
ce tentions in every glance of your eye. 
« If it pleaſes your majeſty to ſend for 
« them hither, and to lay any com- 
«© mands upon them, they ſhall execute 
« them in a moment.“ 5 | 

© I was too deſirous to experience 


M K 2 


© the truth of what he ſaid, not to taxe 


© him at his word. I ſentimmediate- 
© ly for theſe workmen; who, I ſoon 
« perceived, were the boys whom I had 
£ ſeenattending in the baths. Wonder- 
ing again at their great likeneſs, I ex- 
« prefſed my ſurprize tothe philoſopher, 
and aſked him if they were not bro- 
© thers. © Yes, Sir, anſwers he; 
and, what is more, I can aſſure you 
« that they are all from one mother. 
“ Command them, adds he, to do 
« what you pleaſe, and you ſhall in- 
46 ſtantly be obeyed: but I humbly be- 
6 ſeech your majeſty to order every one 
© to withdraw; for I ſhould be better 
_« pleaſed if you ſuffered no witneſles 
„to bepreſent.” 


' DAY cxxxv. 


6 A ſoon as my courtiers heard the 
* philoſopher ſpeak thus, they all 
© retired, without waiting for my com- 
* mands; and I was left with the ma- 
© ſter of the baths and his forty ſlaves. 
© After J had bethought myſelf for a 
* conſiderable time what I ſhould com- 
* mand them to do, I deſired they would 
© make me baths in the hall where we 
© then were, | 
I I had no ſooner ſignified my plea- 
* ſuretothem, than theyall diſappeared. 
* In a moment after, they returned 
loaded with marble of every colour, 
and with other neceſſaries for the 
building of a bath. They ſet them- 
* ſelves to work, and allowed me no 
* time to be tired with looking on: 
* while ſome wereemployedin carrying 
: on the work with ſuch expedition and 
: quickneſs as I could ſcarce follow 
, with my eye, others went out, and 
brought in materials with the like 
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195 
© diligence. In a word, the bath was 
© finiſhed in the compaſs ofa few hours. 
© There could be nothing ſeen more 
© compleat, or more wc nr there 
* were twelve pillars of green marble, 
© ſo finely poliſhed as to reflect images; 
© and ſeveral fountains ſpouting out 
© water, which fell, with an agreeable 
© noiſe, into baſons of white marble. 

_ © Amazed with theſe objects which 
© ſtruck my ſight, and with the pro- 
© found knowledge of the philoſopher, 
© I defired him to explain to me how 
© theſe things came to paſs. © Sir,“ 
© ſays he, ** that explication would 
ce prove tedious, and take up too much 
« of your time. Give me leave only to 
« acquaint you that I am maſter of ning 
“ and thirty ſciences.” 

This diſcourſe increaſed my aſto- 
© niſhment, and raiſed in me a ſtrong 
© deſire to gain over to myſelf ſo great 
© a man, I courted him with the ut- 
© moſt careſſes and endearments: then 
© I aſked him from what country he 
* was, and what was his name, © L 
“ am,” ſays he, from the territory 
% of Bocara, and my name is Avi- 
© cene: if you have a mind,“ conti- 
© nues he, to know my hiſtory, I am 
c ready to relate it.” I told him that 
I ſhould be infinitely pleaſed to hear 
it: upon which he began as follows.“ 


THE HISTORY OF AVICENE, 


1 


Was born in a little town called 
„ Aſhana, I was hardly more 


« than an infant when my parents ſent 


ce me to begin my ſtudies at the uni- 
c verſity of Bocara. There I ſtudied 
« the Alcoran; and had ſuch a pro- 
« penſity to polite literature, that I had 


% made a progreſs in it at ten years of 


% age, I was taught arithmetick, and 
ſet to read Euclid; after which I ap- 
cc plied myſelf to the mathematicks. I 
& addicted myſelf likewiſe to the ſtudy 
ce of philoſophy, of phyſick, and of 
© theology. 

I made ſuch great adyances in all 
cc theſe ſciences, that I acquired a more 
© than ordinary reputation in a very 
ce ſhort time. I was not yet arrived to 
« my twentieth year, when my name 
ce vas already known from the borders 
«© of Gihon, quite to the mouth of In- 
© dus. One ; 204 I fet out with my fa- 
te ther upon a journey to Samarcande, 
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40 where his affairs called him. 1 had 
«© a mind to ſee the court: I met with 


** ſome perſons who knew me, and did 


66 not fail to * very advantageouſly 
*« of me. The commendations and 


* praiſes which they ſpread about of 
« me, came at laſt to the ears of the 


« grand vizier, who was deſirous to 
*& diſcourſe with me. He was ſo ſatis- 
* fied with my converſation, that he 
% propoſed to me to live with him at 
«© Samarcande. I conſented to it; and 
„ infinvated myſelf ſo far into his af- 


* fections, that he did nothing with - 


& out conſulting me. 
« 'This minifter lived not long; but 
« in him I only loſt a man who loved 


« me, for my fortune became more 


« ſhining. The king conceived a 
& friendſhip for me, equal to that of 


“ his vizier. TI obtained ſeveral go- 
% vernments; and, in time, the place 


5 of his firſt miniſter, being again va- 


es cant, was offered to me, and I ac- 


6 cepted of it. 


DAY CXXXVI. 


MNoteithſtanding that I attended 


fully to all the duty of my 


, poſt as grand vizier, 5 I found ſome 


te moments for my ſtudies: but not be- 


« ing contented, out of my great thirſt 


& after knowledge, with a few ſpare 


„ hours for reading, I entered upon a 


<« reſolution of quitting the affairs of 
«© ſtate. The king was fo well ſatis- 
ve fied with my adminiſtration, that he 
« conſented to it with great difficulty. 
Not willing to lay any reſtraint upon 


e me, he was fo gracious as to give me 


& leave to lay down my employment, 
„ upon condition that I, would not 


e quit the court. 


«« Thad no defign to baniſh myſelf 
<< from thence: I loved the king out of 
& pure inclination; I had too quick a 


dc ſenſe of all his goodneſs to think of 


xc retiring into a folitude, how great 
e ſne ver my paſſion might be for ſtudy, 
& Therefore, I continued at the court; 


„ but I gave up my apartments to my 


% ſucceſſor, and defired to be lodged in 
« a private part of the palace, where I 
tt Hved in a kind of retreat. I divided 
& my time between the prince and my 
© hooks. I was not fatisfied alone 


« with reading; I compoſed ſeveral 
e works, ſome in verie, and eme in 


e proſe: far from reſembling thoſe un. 
© profitable ſcholars who content them. 
6e ſelves with enriching their minds 
* with a great variety of knowledge, 
and die without ſuffering the publick 
e to participate the fruits of their ſtu. 
* dies, I communicated my reflec- 
6 tzons to the whole world as faſt as 1 
* could put them in writing. I have 
© publiſhed near an hundred volumes 


© upon divers ſubje&s; and my works. 


6e are called, by way of pre-eminence, 
6 The Glorious Works. | 

& Moreover, I applied myſelf ts 
« chymiſtry; and to that dark ſcience 
by which all the operations of na- 
© ture are explained. I was alread 
6“ far advanced in cabaliſtical know- 
© ledge, when there arrived at Samar- 
© cande an ambaſſador from Cout- 
“% beddin, King of Caſchgar. This 
«© embaſſy gave occaſion to a great 
many ſurmizes; ſome imagined the 
buſtzeſs of it was to declare war 
« againſt the King of Samarcande; 
ce others ſuppoſed it was to propoſe an 


4“ alliance with him: but all were miſ- 


4% taken in their gueſſes. In the au- 


„ dience which was given, every one 


«© was ſurprized when, after preſent- 
6 ing his credentials to the king, he 
5 ſaid to him, „Sir, the King Cout- 
e beddin my. maſter, one day, at ta- 
cc ble, fell into a diſcourſe with ſoine 
© of his courtiers concerning the an- 
6% cient philoſophers. ** I would fain 
«©. know," faid he to them, if there 
care any perſons now living fo know - 


« ing as Hippocrates, and ſo wiſe as 


% Socrates.** Thereupon, a courtier 
6 replied, that there were merchants 
« lately arrived at Caſchgar, who had 
travelied through ſeveral countries, 
e and might perhaps know where there 
% were men of great abilities in learn- 
« ing. The merchants were imme- 
diately fent for; and they told the 
« king my maſter that there were two 
% famous philoſophers at the court of 
t Samarcande, whoſe merit was equal 
c tothe greatelt praiſes: that the name 
6 of the one was Avicene, and of the 
© other, Fazel Aſphahani. They 
© are two men," ſaid they, who have 
a perfect knowledge of all the ſe- 
ce crets of nature; and whom we have 
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1 ſeen perform things greatly ſur- 


& prizing.”? 


They were ſo ample in their com- 
© mendations of thys Aricene and 
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this Fazel, that my maſter reſolved 
to borrow them of your majeſty for 
ſome time. He is extremely deſir- 
ous to ſee them both: and, Sir, he 
conjures you to ſend them to him; he 
has a mind to hear them ſpeak, and 
to form a oy urn himſelf. of their 
knowledge; 

has a very extenſive capacity, im- 
proved by an inſight into all ſci- 
ences.” 

«© Thus ſpoke the ambaſſador. Forth - 
with, the King of Samarcande ſent 
for Fazel and me; and ſaid to us, 
The King of Caichgar demands you 
both, to participate of your conver- 
ſation for ſome time. I am of opi- 
nion that his requeſt ſhould not be 
refuſed.” “ Sir, anſwers Fazel, 
it 1s your prerogative to command, 
and our duty to obey. For my part, 
I ſhall do as your majeſty thinks fit.“ 
« As I kept ſilence, and as it was 
eaſy to zudge from my looks, that 
I was not fond of a journey to Caſch- 
gar, the king ſaid to me, And 
you, Avicene, what anſwer do you 
make? It ſeems as if this embaſſy 


did not pleaſe you. 


DAY CXXXVII. 
Signifed to the king that, in- 
„ deed, I was a little averſe to 
what was required of me. Then 


 Fazel repreſented to me, that if we 
' refuſed to gratify the curiofity of 


Coutbeddin, this monarch might 
turmize things to our diſadvantage, 

nd might be apt to think that we 
were not ſo knowing as was pre- 
tended: that, moreover, princes were 


iu {ome meaſure the -maſters of our 


reputation; and that, to ruin us, 


they needed only to write diſadvan- 


tageouſty of us into foreign coun- 
tries. Therefore, to preſerve our 
glory, that it was abſolutely neceſ{i- 


ry to ſubmit ourſelves to the will of 


the King of Caſchgar. 
I was provoked with what Fazel 


(aid, and my diſpleaſure roſe againſt 


1 
Aim. 


«© Your ridiculous fears and 
apprehenſions, ſaid I to him, © are 
very unworthy a philoſopher. Can 
all the princes in the world, do 3 ou 
think, kurt a man who is maſter of 
the ſciences that I poſſeſs? Know, 


Sir, that if I continue in this court, 


or he is a prince who | 
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it is becauſe T love the ſovereign. 
Were it not for that love and friend= 
ſhip which I ſee repaid by a thouſand 
favours, I ſhould long ſince have 
tranſplanted myſelf elſewhere, tolive 
in what part of the world I pleaſed, 
in an entire independence, As for 
you, who as yet are not above the 
power of fortune, and who ſtand in 
need of the protection of kings, you 
will do well to go and make your 
court to Coutbeddin: your learning 
and ſkill, or, at leaſt, your complai- 
ſance, will engage him to write into 
foreign countries in commendation 
of you.“ 

« At theſe words, IT could perceive 
rage ſparkle in theeyes of Fazel, and 
that he kept in his anger with diffi- 
culty. The king obſerving it, and 
defiring to put a ſtop to animoſities 
on both ſides, © Avicene,”” ſays he, 
I intreat you to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
perſuaded. The prince who deſires 
to ſee you, is a prince of merit: he is 
a lover of learning and of learned 
men. His heart burns with impa- 
tience todiſcourſe with you. Would 
not the treatment be very unworthy, 
to ſend away his ambaiſador with a 
denial? I do not blame that noble 
haughtineſs of mind which the con- 
ſciouſneſs of your great knowledge 
inſpires you with; but think, that 
kings deſerve you ſhould have fome 
regard for them. Be ruled by me; 
go to the court of Coutbeddin; and 
when you have remained there for a 
time, you ſhall be welcome again ta 
mine, if you ftill preſerve the ſame 
ſentiments towards me which you 
have juſt now expreſſed.” | 
« Puifſant monarch of the world!“ 
replied I to the King of Samarcande, 
ſince you are pleaſed to ſignify tome 
that it is your pleaſure I ſhould go 
to Caſchgar, comply. Iam ready 
to depart: you ſhall always have am 
abſolute power over your flayve, I 
will ſacrifice even my life to you, if 
you require it.“ The king appeared 
highly pleaſed with the great defe- 
rence I ſhewed to his will: he cloath- 
ed the ambaſſador with a veſt of gold, 
and ſent him back to his maſter, with 
aſſurances that Fazel and I ſhould 
ſet out for Caſchgar without delay. 
«,Fazel Aſphahani was a man muck 
about my age. He knew indeed a 


great deal; but the merchants, who 
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2 had extolſed him fo highly to the 


King of Caſchgar, exceeded the me- 
4 rits of the man. This philoſopher, 
% a few days before our departure, 
*© came to me, and ſaid, Tluftrious 


% Avicene, fince we both of us paſs in 


* the world for men of accompliſhed 


Knowledge, methinks it is requiſite 


* we ſhould not travel like ordinary 
& perſons: let us do ſomething very 


particular. Shall we undertake to 


ego from hence to Caſchgar without 
«eating or drinking? What I propoſe 
«will not feem difficult to ſo great a 
% philoſopher as you are, though the 
& journey be ſomewhat long: let us, 


e therefore, take 1 only for 


© our ſlaves, who ſhall be witneſſes of 
* the great abſtinence we obſerve on 
the road. They will not fail to ſpeak 
* of it at Cafchgar. This will ſoon be 
& rumoured through the city, and will 
& dons great honour.” 

He made this propoſition for no 
* other reafon but becauſe he had the 
ſecret of compounding certain pills, 
e one of which was ſufficient to nou- 


e riſh a man for a day: fo that, by 


% taking with him a proviſion of as 


4c many pills as we had days to travel, 


* he was ſure not to ſuffer hunger. 


«© He concluded, that, for fear of ap- 


* pearing leſs knowing than himſelf, 


I durſt not refuſe to accept of his 


challenge; and he deſired J would be 
% ready to ſet out in five or ſix days. 


„ But I was not ſo much embarraſſed 
as he imagined 1 ſhould be; for, af- 
4 ter Thad told him that I very readily 


* confented to travel in that manner, I 


made a kind of opiate, which had the 


«& ſame virtue with his pills. There- 


, fore, without giving the leaſt hint to 


c each other of our preparations, we 
t ſet out from Samarcande, to go to 
« Caſchgar.“ 


| DAY CEAXXViunr. 
4 . three or four firſt days we 


6 held it out manfully, The 
% opiate wrought wonders as well as 


the pills. Each of us, depending on 


* his 1{kil], was full of confidence. I 
* obſerved him, from time to time, to 


4 ſee if I could perceive any alteration 
& in him; and he, for the ſame rea- 


% fon, watched me as narrowly. As 
* for me, far from waining in my 


*« ſtrength, I grew more vigorous every 
% day: but it was not fo with my 


« philoſopher; he loſt his pills; upon 


*© which he became 1 ei and 
% melancholy, ſparing of his conver. 
5 fation, and his face turned pale and 


% meagre; which made me conclude 


* that his affairs did not go well with 
% him. Nevertheleſs, he concealed 
« from me the accident which had be- 
& fallen him; he bore his misfortune 
« with patience, and ſuffered himſelf 
«to pine away by degrees, At laſt, 
«« ſeeing him in a very weak condition, 
J offered him ſome of my opiate: but 
© he refuſed it, and choſe rather to die 


„„ than to own that he ſtood in need of 


© aſſiſtance. 

I was very much troubled for the 
«© death of Fazel; I bathed his corpſe 
„ with my tears: and, alliſted by his 
4 ſlaves and my own, I buried him in 
© the mountains of Botom. There was 
% amongſt his ſlaves one whom he loved 
beyond the reſt: it was he who in- 
* formed me that his maſter had made 
© up ſome pills. After his death, we 
& ſearched for them, to no purpoſe, in 
© his garments, which made us con- 
clude that he had let them drop in 
e the way. 

« After I had beſtowed upon him all 
* the funeral honours which we could 
« expreſs towards him in this place, I 
* divided amongſt all the flaves the 
«© money which the King of Samar- 
* cande had given to Fazel and me, to 
% maintain them during the abode we 
* were to make at Caſchgar; and I 
“ likewife gave them their liberty. 
* Go your way,” ſays I to them; go 
% where you pleaſe, and leave me to 
e myſelf in theſe mountains: I have 
©© no occaſion for you. Upon this, 

they took their ſeveral roads, ſome 
ce towards the Tocareftan, ſome to the 
% land of Fergane; and others, after 
& croſſing Mount Imaus, went into the 
& country of Turkhend. 

« When they were all departed, and 
J was left alone, I remained ſome 
tc time yet to weep over the tomb of 
Fazel Aſphahani, and to deplore the 
tc unhappy deſtiny of this philoſopher; 
« blaming, at the ſame time, his im- 
«© prudence and his pride. After this, 
& T began to conſider with myſelf what 
« T ſhould do: I had no mind to pur- 
“ ſue my journey towards Caſchgar, 
© nor ye to return to Samarcande. 
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There aroſe within me a ſtrong de- 
ſire to travel all alone, and to wander 
through the world. I went to Uſkont, 
from thence to Cogende; whence, 
without keeping any certain road, I 
arrived, after Eel days, at Ca- 
rizme. . 

« As I walked in the ſtreets to view 
this great city, I heard a noiſe all on 
a ſudden, and at the ſame time ſaw 
the people in a tumult: the artizans 
ran out of their ſhops; and, joining 
themſelves to the other inhabitants 
who flocked together, they made a 
crowd, as if there was ſomething very 
extraordinary in agitation, It ſeems, 
the occaſion of all this tumult was a 
publick crier, who went through the 
city, and, every quarter of an hour, 
cried, with a loud voice, O you who 
love the ſciences, know that ro-mor- 


row is the day for entering into the 


cavern!”? 

« As ſoon as I heard theſe words, I 
reſolved to follow the crier, to diſ- 
courſe a little in private with him 
about the cavern. I accoſted him, to- 
wards the cloſe of the day, juſt as he 
was going into his houſe: I entreat- 
ed him, with great civility, to in- 
form me concerning this cavern into 
which the learned were to enter on 
the morrow. 

«© The crier took me to be of ſome 
religious order. Oh, holy man!” 


ſays he, “ you are to know that, 


near the gates of this city, towards 
the Caſpian Sea, there is a mountain, 
which 1s called the Red Mountain, 


becauſe it is covered with, roſes 


throughout the year; at the foot of 
this mountain there is a cavern of 
vaſt extent, into which you enter by 
four doors; which, by virtue of a 
taliſman, ſhut and open of their own 


accord at the beginning of every 


year. The men of curioſity ruſh in 
upon the very firſt dawn of the morn- 
ing, even before the ſtars diſappear: 


there they find a prodigious quan- 


tity of books; they chuſe out ſuch 
as they have a mind to read. 'They 
loſe no time to carry away the trea 

tiſes they pitch upon, and make all 
poſſible haſte to get out; for the ca- 


vern ſhuts again in half an hour and 
* fifteen minutes from it's firſt open- 
ing: and if, by inadvertency, any 
** bookiſh man, too intent upon his 
* choice of authors, prove ſo unfortu- 
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«© nate as to ſtay there but the ſmalleſt 
© moment beyond the appointed time, 
© (which too often happens) he is ſure 
© to be ſtarved to death, becauſe the 
© doors do not open till the following 


„ year. | | 


It is ſaid,” continues he, „ that 
& this cavern was made by the wiſe 
“ Check. Chehabeddin, to treaſure up 
« jn it all his books, as well thoſe of 
© his own compoling as thoſe which he 
% had collected from all parts of the 
& world. While he lived, at leaſt, in 
& the latter years of his life, he ſpared 
© no expence to purchaſe the 8 cu- 
« 710us writings; and his enquiries 
© have proved fo ſucceſsful, that he 
6 has gathered together above twenty 
& thouſand volumes, which treat of 
the Philoſopher's Stone, of the me- 
« thod of ſearching after and of diſco- 
6 yering hidden treaſures. There are 
c amongſt theni books that teach the 
c art of working prodigies, of chang- 
« ing men into beaſts, and of giving 
« ſouls to vegetables: in a word, al 
«© the ſecrets of nature are revealed in 
« one or other of theſe volumes; and 
© more particularly in thoſe which he 
« wrote himſelf.” 


DAY CXXXIX. 


ce 1 Gave great attention to what the 

& crier ſaid; who added, that 
& the wiſe Check Chehabeddin, for the 
great ſecurity of the ineſtimable trea- 
« ſure which he had laid up in this ca- 
© yern, had invented a taliſman of ſuch 
6 wonderful efficacy, that the doors, 
© though made but of ſingle boards of 
& ſandal-wood, could not be broke 
e open, nor ſo much as bruiſed, by any 


e battery of engines that might be em- 


„ ployed. | 
« This precaution,” ſays I to the 
cc crier, © ſeems to be very needleſs; 
« for every one having the liberty to 
c enter once a year into the cavern; 
c and to carry off any books, they may 
cc all very well be taken away; and I 
c am ſurprized that this is not already 
« done.” —** You have reaſon,” re- 
« plies he, ſmiling, “ to think ſo; ſince 
« have not yet informed you that 
© thoſe who carry off any books, are 
& obliged to bring them back to the 
© cavern the next year, and to put them 
in the place where they found them. 
5 Should they fail in this point, they 
: | 56 would 
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was of a vaſt extent. 
viſe very great reaſon to ſay that there 


would ſoon be made ſenſible of their 
negligence, There are ſpirits who 
watch over the cuſtody of theſe books: 
they are very punctual in tormenting 


cruelly, and ſometimes even to death, 


ſuch perſons as covet to keep any 
volume.” 

When the crier had inſtructed me 
in theſe particulars, I returned him 
my thanks, and took my leave of 
him. I leave you to judge whether 


I was pleaſed with what I heard, and - 


whether I reſolved to go next morn- 
mg with the curious into the cavern. I 
purpoſed not only to enter, but took 
a reſolution even to remain there af- 
ter the reſt, and to expoſe myſelf to 
the riſque of whatever might happen. 
I was already too deeply verſed in 
the myſteries of the cabals to dread 
the power of ſpirits: I went out im- 
mediately from the city, directing my 
ſteps towards the Caſpian Sea; and 
I came to the foot of the Red Moun- 
tain. I faw the four doors of the 
cavern, made, indeed, of ſanda}- 
wood, as the crier had told me; and 
upon them I obſerved ſeveral figures 
of animals in relief, in which the 
taliſman conſiſted. 

I climbed up to the ſummit of the 
mountain, and laid me down amongſt 
the roſes which covered it, and per- 
fumed the air with their odours. I 
was ſo very impatient to get into the 
cavern, that I could not compoſe my - 
ſelf to reſt: at laft, the approach of 
day, which I diligently watched, 
brought all the curious out of the 
eity. I heard the noiſe they made in 
coming to the mountain: I deſcend- 
ed from the place where I had paſſed 
the night, that I might not be one of 
the lateſt to enter the cavern. The 
ſtars began already to vaniſh,and fade 
before the eye; when, on a ſudden, 
the four doors, which were on the 
four fides of the mountain, flew open 
of themſelves with a terrible noiſe, 
Immediately, every one ruſhed in, 
and the concourſe filled the cavern ; 
which, as the crier very well ſaid, 
He had like- 


was a prodigious number of books: 
they were all ran ged with great exact- 
neſs along the walls, upon ſhelves of 
aloe-wood, with titles to expreſs the 
ſubje& of every treatiſe. I could 
perceive gapes and empty {paces in 
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ſome ſhelves; but the learned ſoon 
filled them up with the books which 
they had carried away the preceding 
year, This, in effect, was but to 
make new vacancies; for they took 
other volumes, and went out in haſte, 
Some moments after, I heard the 
noiſe of the four doors clapping to. 
gether as they ſhut: I was left alone 
in the cavern; which receiving in no 
light but through the doors, now they 
were cloſed, became a place of utter 
darkneſs. 

« A man leſs knowing than myſel: 


would have been mightily embar. 


raſſed in theſe regions of night; but 
I was not ignorant of the means to 
diſſipate thefe ſhades. I began by 
ſubjecting the ſpirits to me who had 
the direction of this wonderful li- 
brary; and when, by the force of my 
ſpells, I had brought them under my 
commands, I gave them orders to 
bring me light immediately, and to 
take care to have the cavern always 
well illuminated.“ | 


DAY CXL. 


HE ſpirits, who are always very 

«© obedient when they are com- 
manded by one they fear, went away 
immediately, and returned in an in- 
ſtant with more light than was ſuffi- 
crent to irradiate ten ſuch caverns, 


though it was exceeding vaſt. I be- 


lieve they robbed the city of Carizme 
of all it's lamps: never was there ſo 


© fine an illumination feen as that 


which they made to celebrate my eu- 
trance into the cavern, They faſtened 
lamps in every place; they placed an 
infinite number along the ſhelves, 
and hung the roof fothick with them, 
that it looked like a firmament: they 
ſerved me even beyond my deſires. 

It was then that I applied myſelf 
to the reading of ſeveral very curious 
books. I found ſome which treated 
of the wonders of chymiſtry, and of 


the occult ſciences; but the ſtile was 


fo figurative, and the expreſſions fo 
obſcure, that not one of the learned 
was able to underſtand them: to en- 
ter into the meaning of them, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to have the know- 
ledge which I poſſeſſed. 
« As I was deſirous to copy ſome 
paſſages out of theſe books, and that 
} 6 I needed 
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the ſpirits, my ready ſlaves, furniſhed 
me with all conveniences; they like- 
wiſe took care to bring me in provi- 
ſions for my diet when my opiate be- 
gan to fail. They brought me every 
day the moſt excellent kinds of food, 
and the choiceſt wines of Chiras: I 


had only to call for what I had a fancy 


to, and I was ſure to have it in a mo- 
ment. 


« ] paſſed my time, therefore, very 
agreeably in this marvellous cavern : 


if I read ſome books which taught 
me nothing new, in, amends, I pe- 
ruſed ſeveral others which were of 
great advantage to me; wherein I 
found the moſt valuable ſecrets of 
nature. I read the whole year about 


without being once tired. 


« Atthe beginning of the following 


year, the doors burſt open as uſual; 


the curious entered; but, as they 
were not aware of the illuminations 
which immediately ſtruck their eyes, 
they were ſeized with terror: they 
threw down haſtily the books which 
they brought back, and betook them- 


* klyes all to a precipitate flight, I 
+ bethought myſelf of taking this op- 


portunity, while the doors were open, 
to go out myſelf. I mult obſerve to 


* you, that I had let my beard, my 


eye-brows, and my hair, grow, ſo 
that I looked frightfully: conſe- 
quently, the figure I made ſerved to 
increaſe their fear. ** See there the 
Sorcerer Mouk !”? cried they: © it is 
he himſelf !”? 


This ſorcerer, for whom they took 


me, wasa wicked man,who delighted 
in nothing but doing miſchief in the 
country; he employed all his helliſh 
imps to annoy mankind. All the 
people curſed him; and the Sultan of 
Carizme, upon complaints which 
were brought in to him from all 
parts, had ineffectually, to this very 


time, poſted men up and down the 


country to apprehend him: he always 
found methods to eſcape their dili- 
gence, and to ſave himſelf from the 
puniſhment reſerved for him. 

* As ſoon as I heard them miſtake 
me for a ſorcerer, I had the impru- 
dence to endeavour to diſabuſe them. 
My brethren,” cried I, „ be not de- 
ceived; Tam not that Mouk of whom 
you ſpeak: I have no intention to 
do you the Itaft harm,” At theſe 
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vords, they ſtopped ſhort, without 


giving themſelves leiſure to be per- 


ſuaded of. the truth of what I ſaidg 


and the ſtouteſt among them excit- 
ing the others to follow their example; 
they furrounded me, and cloſed me 
in on every ſide at once. 

& I could, with pronouncing a ſingle 
word, have overthrown them all, and 
delivered myſelf from their hands 
but T thought it proper to make no 
reſiſtance, but to let them continue 
in a belief that my life was at their 
diſpoſal. Of this they were well per- 
ſuaded; when, after they had bound 
me faſt, they brought me before the 
cady. So, fol” ſays the judge, 
as ſoon as he ſaw me, © thou at 


taken, then, at laſt! Never flatter 


thyſelf, thou ſeelerate, that thou ſhale 
eſcape the puniſhment thou deſerveſt! 
Too long already haſt thou ſullied 
the pure light of Heaven by the 
blackneſs of thy deeds!—Let him 
inſtantly be carried away, adds he, 
addreſſing himſelf to his nayb, let 
him be carried intd the publick place, 
where the moſt notorious criminals 
are appointed to ſuffer death!'“' As 
he had made an end of theſe words, 
he delivered me into the hands of his 
aſas, who conducted me into a large 
open place within the city; while he 
ran to inform the ſultan of what had 
paſſtd, and to know of him by what 
kind of death I ſhould be puniſhed.“ 
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A $S ſoon as the Sultan of Carizme 
heard that the Sorcerer Mouk 

was upon the place where malefactors 
are executed, he haſtened thither him- 
ſelf in a litter. As ſoon as he came, 
he demanded to ſee me; and, from 
my aſpect alone, without farther ex- 
amination, he condemned me to be 
burnt. Noſoonerhad hepronounced 
my ſentence, than I ſaw a pile raiſe 
in the place, large enough to con- 
tain twenty ſorcerers. Every thing 
was ready in an inſtant; for the peo- 
ple all brought wood with eagernets, 
and rejoiced with the pleaſing hopes 
of ſeeing me reduced to aſhes. I 
had the patience to ſuffer myſelf to 
be faſtened to the pile; but as ſoon 
as the fire was put to it, I pronounced 
ſome cabaliſtick words, by virtue of 


which my bonds fell off, Then I 
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c took a piece of wood from the pile, 


and gave it the form of a triumphal 


car, into which TImounted, I hun 


high in the air, and rolled my cha- 
© riot, for a time, over the heads of the 


4 inhabitants of Carizme; who were 
& notſo well pleaſed to ſee me ride above 
“ them, as they would have been to 
« ſee me burnt. After this I raifed 
my voice, and ſpeaking to the ſultan 
— Unjuſt Clich-Arſclam,” ſaid I, 


% who couldſt determine to make me 


die like a wretch; know that I am no 
& ſorcerer, but a ſage, who can work 
greater wonders than thoſe which 


« thy eyes have beheld.” Upon this I 


«« difappeared, and left the prince, as 
« well as the people, in the utmoſt aſto- 
„ niſhment. 

I have travelled ten years fince this 
& adventure. I have been at Cairo, and 
4 at Bagdad in Perſia; and in every place 


here I have made my abode, I have 


brought down happineſs upon thoſe 
* perſons for whom I conceived a 
„ friendſhip. In wandering through 


&© the world, I came at laſt to Aftracan, 


« where I had a mind to make my 
«© name famous. In order to this, I 
% went out of the city, and finding 
% mylelf in a place covered with thick - 
„ ets, I cut forty boughs of the ſame 
* length; and giving them life by vir- 
& tue of ſome words, whoſe power I 
* know, ordered them to take a hu- 
& man form, and to build: thoſe baths 
s which you now fee before the gates 
* of Aſtracan. Theſe, Sir, are my 
« forty boys; and 1 think I had realon 
* to tell your majeſty that they had all 
s one mother, tince they all ſprung 
« from the earth.“ | 


THE CONTINUATION AND CONCLU- 
SION- OF THE HISTORY OF KING 
HORMOZ,. - 


* HERE Avicene made an end of 

* ſpeaking; and I, charmed with 
© the wonderful things I heard Oh, 
& greateſt philoſopher!“ ſaid I, what 
* a happineſs is it to have you for a 
„ friend! After what you have related 
% to me, I believe nothing is impoſ- 


fble to you. I no longer wonder that 


* your ſervants are able fo execute all 


e your commands, ince it is you who 


« give them power to act, I verily be. 


— 
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« leve, mould 1 command them to. 
© bring hither inſtantly the Princeſs of 


% Carizme, the beautiful Rezia, that 


* they could perform even that.” 


© Without doubt,“ replies Avicene, 


«© They will convey themſelves into her 
palace: they will carry her off from the 
« very midft of her women, and will 
*© bring her hither in a moment, if you 
deſire it. If Idefire it!” replied I 
© with tranſport. ** Ah, Sir! you can 
„ never do any thing that will pleaſe 
« me half ſo much.” —** Your heart 
© ſhall be fully ſatisfied,” anſwers he: 
5 beſides, Tam not ſorry that I have an 
« opportunity to be revenged of the 
« Sultan of Carizme.“ 

The philoſopher, as ſoon as he had 
© ſpoke theſe words, caſt his eyes upon 
© one of his forty ſlaves, and bid him 
be gone. The ſlave immediately diſ- 
© appeared with a great noiſe; and in a 
© few minutes after returned with the 
* Princeſs of Carizme. 


. 


5 V eyes ſoon convinced me that 

it could be no other than Re- 
zia; and my heart gave witneſs to 
them, by thoſe motions of joy which 
uſually riſe within us at the ſight of 
the object we love. But notwith- 
ſtanding that I was raviſhed with the 
ſight of her, the manner in which this 
pleaſure was procured to me, made 
me check my tranſports in their full 
career. I feared it might be ſome 
phantom; and I began to diſtruſt the 
aſſurance of my eyes. © I beſeech 
“ you,” ſaid I to the philoſopher, 
« deceive me not: thoſe features which 
% we both of us behold, are they ſha- 
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„ dows, or the real beauties, of the 


% Princels of Carizme? Speak! what 
« am L to think of this ſurprize?''— 
“Believe your eyes, Sir,” anſwered 
he; “ it is the princeſs herſelf. Con- 
& template her charms, and give your- 
te ſelf up with confidence to the tran- 
« ſports with which ſhe muſt inſpire 
yok.” 
© Upon this aſſurance, I caſt myſelf 
© down, and hung upon the knees of 
s Rezia; then, without giving her time to 
* recolle&herſelf—"*Ah,my princeſs!” 
* faid I, * is it you, then, I behold! 
« Alas; I deſpaired ever to ſee theſe 
8 6 charms 
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e charms again; and I owe the bleſſing 
« wholly to the friendſhip of this phi- 
« Joſopher, who has condeſcended to 
« relieve me with his powerful aſſiſt- 
& ance. Your tranſportation hither 
ce js the effect of his great ſkill, or ra- 
ce ther of my love. In me you ſee the 
« young man who appeared before you 
ce jn the dreſs of a gardener's boy. 
e You cannot forget with what cruelty 
« you occaſioned me to be forced out 
«© of your apartment, as ſoon as you 
perceived that I was under a diſguiſe, 
&© and by how unexpected a turn of 
« good fortune I eſcaped the infamous 
« death to which I was doomed. In 
« ſpite of all your rigours, I have ne- 
« yer ceaſed to love you. Now, my 
« queen, that I have told you this, 
& let your anger looſe againſt a raſh 
© man, who, to poſſeſs you, has re- 
« courſe to violence; but conſider, I 
« entreat you, firſt, that this raſh man 
js the unfortunate King of Circaſſia, 


Lad 


* 


« who ſent to demand you from the 


6 ſultan your father.“ 
© Tf I was aſtoniſhed at the fight of 
© Rezia, you may well imagine that 


© ſhe was not leſs amazed to find her- 


© ſelf, all on a ſudden, in a ſtrange place. 
I expected, and not without reaſon, 
© to be borne down by the torrent of re- 
* proaches; when this princeſs, now 
t recollecting me, and recovering her- 
t ſelf a little from the diſorder ſhe was 
in, ſpoke to me to this effect At 
« any other time, without doubt, I 
never ſhould have pardoned the bold- 
« neſs of this attempt; but at preſent 
© I can with eaſe HF it, I was 
« upon the very brink of marriage 


ce with a prince for whom I have a mor- 


« tal averſion; and I cannot complain 
46 of a violence which faves me from 
* the horror of being given over to 
© him.“ | 

« Is it poſſible, Beghum !*”* ſays I, 
* interrupting her; © are you, then, 
not married to the King of Gazna?“ 
— I am not, '' replied the princeſs, 
Since the departure of your ambaſſa- 
«© dorfrom Carizme, a great manythings 
& have come to paſs, of which you, I 


4% find, have not been informed, I ſhall 
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acquaint you with the particulars. 
After the victory obtained over the 
troops of the ſultan my father, by 
the army of the King of Gazna, in 
conjunction with the forces of the 
King of Candahar,. theſe two vigto- 
rious princes advanced to the very 
gates of the city of Carizme, to be- 
ſiege it. Then the ſultan ſent out 
one of his viziers to them, who con- 
cluded a treaty of peace with them; 
the principal article of which was, 
that I ſhould inſtantly be put into the 
hands of the King of Gazna. 

«© On the day appointed for my de- 
parture from Carizme, news came to 
the court, that the King of Canda- 
har, being likewiſe enamoured with 
the reputation of my beauty, laid 
claim to me; that he had made his 
declaration to Behram-cha; that the 


two kings, thereupon at variance, 


had given battle to each other; and 
that the King of Candahar gained 
the victory. | 
© Theſe tidings were ſoon confirm 
ed: there arrived an officer, ſent by 
the triumphant King of Candahar, 
to my father, to impart to him the 
news of his ſucceſs againſt Behram- 
cha, who was flain in the combat; 
and that he deſigned to be crowned 
King of Gazna. At the ſame time, 
likewiſe, he demanded me in mar- 
riage, The ſultan did not dare to re- 
fuſe me to a prince who was grown 
ſo formidable. He therefore com- 
plied with his demands, and gave 
me up to his ardour, notwithſtand- 
ing the averſion I had conceived for 
him from the character his officer 
gave me of him; who, nevertheleſs, 
ſhewed him in the molt advantageous 
light. And now the fatal day was, 
within a few hours, at hand, in 
which I was for ever to bid adieu to 
my father, and to be carried off to 
a huſband whom I deteſted. I was 
in my apartment amongſt my wo- 
men, pouring forth my complaints, 
and expreſſing my great averſion to 
this marriage; when at once I felt 


myſelf ſeized upon by a man, who 


tranſported me hither jn an inſtant,” 
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